AGENDA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
TOWN OF BUENA VISTA, COLORADO
December 2, 2021 3:00 PM
In-person Meeting will be held at the Buena Vista Community Center at 715 E. Main Street
with alternate zoom link availability for the public to also attend virtually. To participate in
Public Comment and/or Public Hearings you must attend in-person or use the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/95118280381
Listen via phone at: 1-720-707-2699

Meeting ID: 951 1828 0381
Meeting ID: 951 1828 0381

I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

AGENDA ADOPTION

IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 4, 2021

V.

PUBLIC COMMENT

VI.

BUSINESS ITEMS

Passcode: 20212021
Passcode: 20212021

A.

Public Hearing – 127 S San Juan Avenue Local Landmark Application
The Commission will review a request by Owen and Kathleen Lentz for designation of
a local landmark for the property located at 127 S. San Juan Avenue (the Book Nook).

B.

Review of a nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for 410 E.
Main Street.
The Commission will review and comment on the application by Watershed BV, LLC.
for a nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the property located
at 410 E. Main Street (Former Forest Service Building) now occupied by Spark
Provisions.

C.

CLG Draft Grant discussion

D.

Architectural Design Guidelines webinar - recap

E.

January 2022 officer elections

F.

Holiday Schedule

G.

Next meeting date and location: February 3, 2022

VII.

STAFF UPDATES

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT
This Agenda may be Amended
Posted at Buena Vista Town Hall and www.buenavistaco.gov on November 29 2021

MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
TOWN OF BUENA VISTA, COLORADO
November 4, 2021 3:00 PM
Virtual Meeting
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/95118280381
Meeting ID: 951 1828 0381
Listen via phone at: 1-720-707-2699
Meeting ID: 951 1828 0381

Passcode: 20212021
Passcode: 20212021

I.

CALL TO ORDER
John O’Brien called to order at 3:01 pm.

II.

ROLL CALL
Commissioners John O’Brien, Melanie Roth, Vic Kuklin, Suzy Kelly, Mary Therese
Anstey, Jo Reese, Nancy Locke, and Katy Welter attended in person. Dan Courtright
was absent. Nancy Locke arrived at 3:05 pm.

III.

AGENDA ADOPTION
Vic Kuklin moved to approve the agenda as amended, and Suzy Kelly seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.

IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 7, 2021
Mary Therese moved to approve the minutes as amended, Vic seconded. The motion
carried unanimously.

V.

PUBLIC COMMENT

VI.

BUSINESS ITEMS
A.

St. Rose of Lima window updates
The tenants of the building asked for input on repair of the windows. John made
a recommendation to the town and the commissioners concurred.

B.

Town budget request discussion - November 9th
John offered to present to the Town by discussing HPC’s accomplishments and
asking for a budget of $3k plus matching funds for CLG and/or State Historic
Fund Grant.

C.

ADG lessons learned webinar presentation - November 17th at noon
John and Dan met yesterday to work on this presentation and sent to History
Colorado for review. John will send out the webinar link.

D.

371 RR Tunnel discussion
Vic shared that at a recent county commissioners meeting, there was discussion
of demoing the railroad tunnels in lieu of maintaining them. Vic would like to
suggest including surveying the tunnels in preparation for a national register
nomination. John will draft a letter based upon BV Heritage’s letter and will
circulate for review.

VII.

E.

CLG Draft Grant discussion
The draft grant application is due by 12/10/21 and final is due by 1/15/22. The
HPC reviewed the proposed subject properties and gave input on eligible
subjects for surveying. Suzy and Nancy will work with Mary Therese to enhance
and finalize the list of properties.

F.

Optimist Club meeting
Dan and John will present on HPC and architectural design guidelines on
November 11 at 6:30 am at Jan’s.

G.

412 E. Main Street - “Jailhouse” landmarking ceremony
The “jailhouse” will have a local landmarking ceremony on November 18th at 3
pm. Jo Reese will share on Facebook. John will also invite the Board of Trustees
to attend during the budget request discussion.

H.

Holiday schedule
HPC will meet as regularly scheduled at 3pm on December 2, but will consider
skipping the January meeting.

I.

January 2022 officer elections
Suzy, Vic, and Melanie’s appointments are through December 2022. John is
willing to serve as Chair again, but is also willing to step down.

J.

Next meeting: October 7, 2021 3:00 pm at the Community Center

STAFF UPDATES
A.
My-bv.com
Joseph shared my-bv.com and HPC’s opportunity to share information on it. Jo
offered to serve as the administrator for HPC’s page. She and Joseph will work
together on a draft project page.
B.

Related Group Updates
BV Heritage reported that the elevator is having issues again. Christmas opening
for the Chamber is at the Museum on December 4. On December 5, there will be
a performance of the nutcracker ballet by young children.
Historic St. Elmo is cold and snowy and working on a few projects this fall, as
well as the train car in the future.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT at 4:27 pm

Chair

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
DATE:

November 16, 2021

HEARING DATE:

December 2, 2021

ADDRESS:

127 S. San Juan Avenue

APPLICANT:

Owen and Kathleen Lentz

REQUEST:

Request for Local Landmark Designation for Book Nook Building

CITY STAFF:

Mark N. Doering, Principal Planner

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
If the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) accepts the conclusions and recommendations as
presented in this staff report, it should make a recommendation to the Board of Trustees to designate the
Book Nook cottage and its associated detached garage located at 127 S. San Juan Avenue as a locally
designated historic building per Chapter 19 of the Buena Vista Municipal Code.
ATTACHMENTS TO THE REPORT:
Attachment A – Vicinity Map
Attachment B – Site Plan
Attachment C – Applicant’s Submitted Materials
I. SUMMARY OF REQUEST
The applicants are requesting designation of a local landmarking for a historic structure for the Book Nook
building and its associated detached garage located at 127 S. San Juan Avenue. See the attached Vicinity
Map in Attachment A. The Book Nook is residential building and the detached garage building in the rear yard
at the east side of the property were built by the former occupant, Clinton Cyr, in the 1930’s (See Attachment
B). The County Assessor lists the year built for the house as 1945 and an adjusted year built as 1955 and as
1955 for the detached garage. Both years (1945 or 1955) are still greater than the 50-year requirement in the
code. The applicants provided a history and copies of receipts from the previous owners of the cottage as
part of their application materials (See attachment C) that demonstrate that the house’s construction of the
house began in 1935 and that the interior of the house was not finished until sometime in the 1940’s.
II. PROCESS
The applicant has submitted a local landmark designation application as specified in Section 19-6 of the
Town of Buena Vista Municipal Code. Staff reviewed the application is forwarding the request for the local
landmark to the Historic Preservation Commission for a recommendation to the Board of Trustees for a
final decision on the application.
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III. ANALYSIS – HISTORIC DESIGNATION CRITERIA
Section 19-7 of the Buena Vista Unified Municipal Code provides two ways that designation of a historic
structure or site can be accomplished. The first way is by being at least fifty years old and by meeting at
least one of 16 criteria for designation. The second way is by being nationally landmarked and by making
an application for local historic designation. This application is not a part of any national landmark and
must meet the criteria identified in the first way to locally landmark a property.
Staff has provided its analysis for the first option for the Commission’s review. Each criterion is listed in
bold text, followed by staff’s analysis for each in standard text. Staff has used the information in the
applicant’s submittal materials to form for its analysis of the buildings on the property. Staff’s analysis is
for the structures only.
1. Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period;
Potentially applicable. The building has elements of a craftsman cottage architecture from the early
20th century. The house still has the original asbestos/concrete tile shingle siding and wood window
trim, and it has a concrete root cellar at the rear of the house. Asbestos/cement first came into use
as an exterior cladding after 1907, when Austrian engineer Ludwid Hatschek came up with a way to
shape the material into sheets, allowing it to be manufactured as siding and shingles. By the 1920s,
the National Board of Fire Underwriters recommended that asbestos cement replace wood as siding
and roofing material because of its superior fire-resistant properties. This recommendation from a
nationally known insurance board contributed to a boost in sales and, by the 1940s, hundreds of
thousands of homes in the U.S. had been constructed using asbestos cement siding. The garage
exterior is wood frame construction with galvanized sheet metal exterior siding. Also located on the
property is a peace labyrinth made of bricks from other brick structures in the area but there is no
documentation as to when that object listed in the application was constructed on the property.
2. Is an example of the work of an architect or builder who is recognized for expertise nationally,
statewide, regionally, or locally;
Not applicable. The structures were built by Clinton Cyr. He is not recognized for any architectural or
building expertise nationally, statewide, regionally, or locally.
3. Demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value;
Potentially applicable. The building does exhibit high artistic value and craftsmanship for those
portions of the residential building that remain from the original construction, such as the the
asbestos/concrete shingle siding and wood window trim, and continue to exist in their original
configuration.
4. Represents an innovation in construction, materials, or design;
Not applicable, there are no innovations in construction, materials, or design apart from any old
residential structure from the same era.
5. Represents a style particularly associated with the Buena Vista/Chaffee County area;
Not applicable. The building is not unique in its styling that would be particularly associated with the
Buena Vista/Chaffe County area.

December 2, 2021
127 S. San Juan Avenue
Historic Designation
6. Represents a built environment of a group of people in an era of history;
Potentially applicable. The building does represent a specific era of history in that it was constructed
during the great depression, and appears to have been finished over a period of years when materials
were able to be acquired to complete the interior in stages after the initial development of the
exterior of the house. It does represent how people were able to able to survive in that era,
particularly when they did not have the resources to be able to finish the home at one time. The
submitted information demonstrates that the exterior was built and completed prior to the interior
being completed such as the living room, heating, and the second-floor rooms as they exist today.
7. Represents a pattern or grouping of elements representing at least one (1) of the above criteria;
Not applicable. The building does not represent a pattern or grouping of elements other than
identified above.
8. Is the site of a historic event that had an effect upon society;
Not applicable. There are no known specific historic events that have occurred on the property that
had an effect upon society. It does appear that the former occupants were active in the development
of the area during their stay. The building’s interior being finished several years after the exterior does
demonstrate the effect of the great depression on residential construction.
9. Exemplifies cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the community;
Potentially applicable. The building does represent the cultural and economic heritage of the
community. The building’s exterior was assembled from materials elsewhere and the entire house
was assembled over a period of years when the economy did not allow it. It appears that it was also
used as a local ice cream parlor in Town in addition to the house for the Cyrs.
10. Represents an association with a notable person or the work of a notable person;
Not applicable. The building is associated with the Cyr family. There are receipts from the building’s
original construction in the application materials. Additional information from the applicants
demonstrates that their family had a relationship with the development of the valley, but it does not
relate specifically to the building.
11. Represents a typical example/association with a particular ethnic group;
Not applicable. The building is not associated with any specific ethnic group.
12. Represents a unique example of an event in Buena Vista's history;
Not applicable. The building does not represent a particular event in Buena Vista’s history, but it does
represent how buildings were built and used during the great depression.
13. Enhances sense of identity of the community;
Potentially applicable. The building does enhance the identity of the community typical of any singlefamily home in downtown from that pre-war era. It also was used as a business (ice cream store)
during its early years and is currently being used as a local business (the Book Nook).
14. Is an established and familiar natural setting or visual feature of the community;
Not applicable. The building is in the middle of the west side of downtown Buena Vista and not in a
natural setting, nor is it a prominent visual feature of the community like the Buena Vista Heritage
Museum.
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15. Properties that have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory; or
Not applicable. The building has not yielded any important information in history or prehistory.
16. If the property is less than fifty (50) years old, must demonstrate overwhelming historic significance.
Not Applicable. The building is over fifty years old.
IV. REVIEW COMMENTS
Staff has not received any comments prior to the publishing of this report. Any comments received after
will be presented at the meeting.
V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION
Based upon the information and materials provided by the applicant and included in the staff report, staff
supports the requested local historic designation. Therefore, staff recommends that the Historic
Preservation Commission find that:
1. The applicants have requested approval of a Local designation as a historic building; and
2. Notice of the public hearing was posted on the property and published in the newspaper as
required by the Municipal Code; and
3. The property at 127 S. San Juan Avenue has met criteria ___________ identified in Section 19-7
of the Buena Vista Municipal Code; and
4. The application is consistent with the applicable standards for local designation as a historic
building.
THEREFORE
If the Historic Preservation Commission accepts the conclusions and recommendation as presented in
this staff report, it should recommend APPROVAL of the local designation as a historic building for the
property located at 127 S. San Juan Avenue, and designate which criteria apply to the local designation
request. The Commission’s recommendation will be forwarded to the Board of Trustees for a final
decision on the requested application at a public hearing.

cc:

Owen and Kathleen Lentz, applicants
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See the following 33 pages.

View from School and San Juan (Assessor’s Office Photo)

November 16, 2021
Mark Doering
Principal Planner
Town of Buena Vista
PO Box 2002
Buena Vista, CO 81211
Re: National Register of Historic Places nomination of the Buena Vista Ranger Station (5CF.828), 410
East Main Street, Buena Vista, Chaffee County
Dear M. Doering:
In accordance with Colorado’s Certified Local Government guidelines, nominations to the National Register of
Historic Places must be presented to the local historic preservation commission and the chief elected official of
the applicable Certified Local Government for review and comment. The above referenced property will be
considered for National Register listing at the next Colorado Historic Preservation Review Board meeting on
January 21, 2022.
As a Certified Local Government, you have the opportunity to participate in this action. A copy of the draft
nomination for this property is enclosed. Following your review, a letter outlining the support or objection of
both your community’s chief elected official and Buena Vista Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) should
be forwarded to this office prior to January 18, 2022. The enclosed CLG Report Form may be used in place of a
formal letter. Please see the enclosed instructions for additional information.
We invite you to attend a hybrid meeting of the State Review Board to be held on January 21, 2021, via Zoom
or you are also welcome to attend the meeting at the History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway in Denver. The
National Register meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. during which public comments are welcome concerning the
eligibility of nominated properties. Please find enclosed a tentative agenda. A final agenda will be available the
Monday before the meeting date and posted to the History Colorado website. If you or your representative
anticipates attending the meeting, please contact our office at 303-866-4683 so we may note your planned
attendance in the agenda.
If you wish to attend virtually, please register in advance here. After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the meeting.
We look forward to receiving comments from your community. If you have questions regarding the nomination
or nomination process, please contact Jason O’Brien, National & State Register Historian, at 303-866-4683, or at
jason.obrien@state.co.us.
Sincerely,

Holly K. Norton, Ph.D.
HISTORY COLORADO | 1200 BROADWAY | DENVER, CO 80203 | 303-447-8679 | HISTORYCOLORADO.ORG

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Enclosures:

CLG Nomination Instructions, CLG Report Form
Draft Nomination Form, Tentative Agenda

HISTORY COLORADO | 1200 BROADWAY | DENVER, CO 80203 | 303-447-8679 | HISTORYCOLORADO.ORG

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
COLORADO HISTORIC PRESERVATION
REVIEW BOARD
and
COLORADO STATE REGISTER REVIEW BOARD
Friday, January 21, 2022
Location:

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these meetings will be held in hybrid format via
Zoom. Please register in advance to attend this meeting at:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UacY9pmpRmakqEh_MLl3-w
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing instructions for
joining the meeting. In person location will be History Colorado Center – Colorado
Room, First Floor
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado

TENTATIVE AGENDA
10:00

COLORADO HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD CALL TO ORDER
Dawn DiPrince, Colorado State Historic Preservation Officer
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for September 17, 2021, meeting

10:10

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION REVIEW
Explanation of program and procedures
Public review and discussion
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS
Loretto Heights (Boundary Decrease and Additional Documentation)
3001 South Federal Boulevard, Denver (5DV162)
Scott Apartments
900 S College Avenue, Fort Collins, Larimer County(5LR2298)
McFadden Barn
18840 Mountain View Drive, Buena Vista, Chaffee County (5CF3572)
Buena Vista Ranger Station
410 East Main Street, Buena Vista, Chaffee County (5CF828)

1:00**

ADJOURNMENT OF COLORADO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
*************

1:00**

BREAK

1:30**

STATE REGISTER REVIEW BOARD CALL TO ORDER
Dawn DiPrince, Executive Director, History Colorado/Colorado Historical Society
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for September 17, 2021, meeting
STATE REGISTER NOMINATIONS
Emily Griffith Opportunity School
1250 Welton Street, Denver (5DV1819/5DV1824)

Kistler Stables
4601 E. Belleview Avenue, Cherry Hills Village, Arapahoe County (5AH3913)
2:00**

ADJOURNMENT OF STATE REVIEW BOARD

**Time shown is approximate and subject to change depending on the length of time required for board review of
each nomination.
Copies of the nominations to be reviewed may be examined at:
State Historic Preservation Office, National Register and State Register Offices,
History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203; please call 303-866-3392
NOMINATION SUBMISSION DATES AND REVIEW BOARD MEETING DATES –
MEETINGS TYPICALLY HELD IN DENVER

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
October 1, 2021
February 4, 2022
June 6, 2022

BOARD MEETINGS
January 21, 2022
May 20, 2022
September 16, 2022

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
September 30, 2022
February 3, 2023
June 2, 2023

BOARD MEETINGS
January 20, 2023
May 19, 2023
September 15, 2023

Official nomination submissions must include all required materials including the nomination form, maps and
photographs. Only complete and adequately documented nominations will be forwarded to the Review Board.
Draft nominations may be submitted at any time.


A Preservation Program of

COLORADO CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION
REVIEW REPORT FORM
Property Name:
Address:
Certified Local Government:

Date of public meeting at which nomination was reviewed:
Eligibility Criteria: (Check applicable boxes)
Criterion A
Criterion B

Criterion C
Criterion D

Please check the boxes below appropriate to the nomination review:
Commission/Board
The commission/board recommends that the nomination meets the criteria checked
above.
The commission/board recommends that the nomination fails to meet any of the above
criteria.
The commission/board chooses not to make a recommendation on the nomination.
Attach an additional sheet explaining the lack of a recommendation.
Chief Elected Official
The chief elected official recommends that the nomination meets the criteria checked
above.
The chief elected official recommends that the nomination fails to meet any of the
above criteria.
The chief elected official chooses not to make a recommendation on the nomination.
Attach an additional sheet explaining the lack of a recommendation.
Attach an additional sheet to make any further comments.

Certify this report with both signatures below
CLG Commission/Board Chair or Representative
Print name:
Signature:
Chief Elected Official or Designee

(Date)

Print name:
Signature:

(Date)

P016

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PARTICIPATION IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION PROCESS
The Certified Local Government program establishes a partnership between the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) and Certified Local Governments (CLG) as nominating authorities for Colorado's National
Register program. It does not delegate to CLGs the sole authority to nominate properties directly to the
Register. The following procedures make clear the shared role of CLGs and the SHPO in the nomination
process:
1. Nominations of Colorado properties to the National Register of Historic Places shall be made
directly to the SHPO. Nominations may be made by any parties, including CLGs.
2. Upon receipt of an adequately documented nomination of a property within the jurisdiction of a
CLG, the SHPO shall notify the owner, the chief elected official, and the local Historic Preservation
Commission of the proposed nomination and shall transmit the nomination to the commission for
comment.
3. The commission, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, shall prepare a report as to
whether or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of the National Register.
4. Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the nomination from the SHPO, the chief elected official shall
transmit the report of the commission and his or her recommendation to the SHPO. The report
should concentrate on the property's eligibility under the National Register criteria of eligibility.
a. In the event that the Historic Preservation Commission and the chief elected official
agree that the proposed nomination meets the criteria for listing the property in the National
Register, the SHPO will transmit the proposed nomination and the CLG's comments to the
Colorado Historic Preservation Review Board for consideration. The Review Board is an
independent advisory board appointed by the Governor and SHPO that evaluates and
recommends sites for nomination to the National Register.
b. In the event the Historic Preservation Commission and the chief elected official disagree
that the proposed nomination meets the criteria for listing in the National Register, both
opinions shall be forwarded to the SHPO, who will transmit the proposed nomination and the
CLG's comments to the Review Board for consideration.
c. In the event the Historic Preservation Commission and the chief local elected official
agree that the proposed nomination does not meet the criteria for listing in the National
Register, the CLG shall inform the owner of the property and the applicant of its
recommendation and shall inform them that within thirty (30) days an appeal of the
recommendation may be made by letter directly to the SHPO. The Historic Preservation
Commission shall forward the CLG's recommendations and the nomination to the SHPO,
who will take no further action unless within thirty (30) days of the receipt of such
recommendations by the SHPO, an appeal is filed by any person with the SHPO. If such an
appeal is filed, the SHPO shall transmit the nomination and CLG's recommendations to the
Review Board for consideration.
5. If no report is received by the SHPO from the chief elected official within the allotted sixty (60)
days, the state shall make the nomination pursuant to section 101(a) of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended. Failure of the CLG to submit reports on proposed nominations within
its jurisdiction will be considered by the SHPO in its review of the CLG.

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROCESS
Page 2

6. Appeals of the SHPO's decisions may be made directly to the Keeper of the National Register in
accordance with federal regulations (36CFR60).
7. For proposed nominations of historic districts to the National Register of Historic Places, the
CLG shall assist the SHPO in:
a. Assisting the preparer of the form in verifying the names and addresses of the owners of
properties within the proposed districts, if necessary.
b. Providing for public information meetings at times and places agreeable to the SHPO and
CLG.
8. The SHPO will notify the CLG, the owner, and the applicant when a property within the CLG's
jurisdiction is listed in the National Register.
9. The Historic Preservation Commission shall be responsible for providing oversight and
monitoring of historic properties and historic districts listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. The commission is responsible to recommend in writing to the SHPO removal from the
National Register of any property or district which has lost its integrity because of the demolition or
alteration of structures.
NOTE: This section addresses only properly completed National Register nomination forms which have
been prepared in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Registration and Guidelines
for Registration (Federal Register, v.48, no. 190, September 29, 1983, pp. 44726-44728) and the National
Park Service's National Register Bulletin How to Complete National Register Registration Forms.

NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not
applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1. Name of Property
Historic Name: Buena Vista Ranger Station
Other Names/Site Number: Buena Vista Guard Station/5CF828
Name of related multiple property listing: N/A
2. Location
Street & Number: 410 East Main Street
City or town: Buena Vista
State: CO
Not for Publication:
Vicinity:

County: Chaffee

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify
that this
nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets
does
not meet the National Register Criteria.
I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national
state
local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A

B

C

D

_______________________________________________________________________________
_
Date
Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
History Colorado

CLG DRAFT

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official:
Title:
Government

Date
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal

1

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 1024-0018

Buena Vista Ranger Station

Chaffee, CO

Name of Property

County and State

4. National Park Certification
I hereby certify that the property is:
___ entered in the National Register
___ determined eligible for the National Register
___ determined not eligible for the National Register
___ removed from the National Register
___ other, explain: ___________________________
Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply.)
X

Private
Public – Local
Public – State
Public – Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box.)
X

Building(s)
District
Site
Structure
Object

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
Contributing
1
0
0
0
1

Non-contributing
1
0
0
0
1

Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: None
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.):
GOVERNMENT/government office
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.):
COMMERCE AND TRADE/specialty store
7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.):
MODERN MOVEMENT
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
foundation: CONCRETE
walls:
BRICK
roof:
ASPHALT
2

United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

OMB No. 1024-0018

Buena Vista Ranger Station

Chaffee, CO

Name of Property

other:

County and State

BRICK

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic
integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph
The 1937 Buena Vista Ranger Station stands on the north side of East Main Street in the center of
the historic business district of Buena Vista, Chaffee County, Colorado. 1 The one-story, flat roof, brick
building faces a wide, concrete public sidewalk, with diagonal on-street parking farther south. A
vertical wood fence stands along the west property line (Photograph 1). A small nonhistoric shed and
mobile refrigeration unit are north of the building, and a gravel parking area abuts the public alley to
the north. The lot to the east contains a food trailer and two small sheds. 2 Farther east is a circa
1908-09 two-story, brick commercial building. Immediately west is an outside seating area for a
restaurant, and on the corner to the west is a circa 1924 one-story former garage (later used by the
Colorado State Highway Department). The US Forest Service selected a design for the nominated
building compatible with elements of other one- and two-story commercial buildings along the street.
The building retains historic integrity.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description
The one-story, rectangular, bark-textured orange brick Buena Vista Ranger Station (Resource 1)
faces south and is set back approximately 5’ from the concrete public sidewalk along East Main
Street (Photograph 1). 3 The building measures 49’ north-south and 20’ east-west. The brick is laid in
common bond with flush mortar joints. All windows and doors are flat-headed, with metal lintels; all
windows have slanted brick sills. The building’s flat roof has a parapet with metal coping. A red brick
chimney with a metal cap stands on the edge of the east wall toward the front. The minimal
ornamentation of the building (reflecting its construction during the Great Depression) is provided by
several slightly projecting articulated horizontal and vertical brick courses. A 1996 survey form
prepared by the National Park Service argued these brick decorative elements were sufficient to
describe the Modern Movement building as Art Deco.
Front. The front (south) contains an off-center entrance to the east holding a metal glazed door
(Photographs 2, 3, and 10). The door faces a concrete stoop with steps to the south and a concrete
pedestrian ramp with a metal railing descending on the west to street level. West of the entrance is a
band of four, tall, metal, fixed-light windows with a continuous slanting brick sill. Above the windows at
the center of the façade is a projecting sign for the current business occupant.
The brick articulation on the front and other walls includes: a triple brick course at the foundation; a
double brick course at window sill level; two single projecting brick courses separated by two flush
courses (one set at lintel level and another at the roofline); two short, single brick courses at the
1 Only real property, not water rights (per 36 CFR 60.6), is the subject of this nomination. There are no water structures
within the nominated area.
2 This lot is part of the current assessor parcel but is not included in the nominated area because it was not owned or
used by the Forest Service during the period of significance.
3 The bark texturing of the brick produces a rough surface finish. The identification of the brick texture was provided by the
staff of Summit Brick, Lakewood, Colorado.
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center of the façade above the windows; and two parallel vertical single brick courses at each end of
the façade (now covered by metal sign panels).
East Wall. The east wall contains a tall two-part metal sliding window near the front (Photograph 3).
Near the center of the wall is a three-part metal window with a wide center section flanked by sliding
windows (Photograph 4). The north portion of the wall is unfenestrated (Photograph 5).
Rear (North) Wall. The rear (north) wall holds two entrances with double doors with large rectangular
lights; each set has a shared, single-light transom (Photograph 6). The center area between the sets
of doors and narrow areas at the east and west ends of the opening are clad with vertical corrugated
metal. The openings originally held garage doors. The entrances open onto a nearly full-width, twolevel raised concrete stoop. A concrete apron extends farther north.
West Wall. The north section of the west wall is unfenestrated (Photograph 7). Farther south, the wall
holds a tall, two-part metal window followed by an electrical service panel. Near the center of the wall
is an entrance with a replacement door (rectangular light upper) with a section of corrugated metal
above. Beyond is a shorter two-part window for the restroom (Photograph 8 and 9). Near the south
end is a tall, two-part window (Photograph 10).
Interior. Figure 1 provides the current floorplan of the building. The full-width front room (the former
ranger’s office) is now a retail display area for the current tenant. The ceiling exhibits starburst
designs carved in the original Celotex panels at the east and west ends (Photograph 11). The center
section of the interior contains a work area, a bathroom, and access to the partial basement by a
circular stairway. The large rear room (the former garage bay) is open and features red brick walls
and exposed wood joists and roof deck boards. A partial basement in the center of the building is
accessed by a metal circular staircase (nonhistoric) and contains a restroom and storage space.
Alterations. The building experienced changes undertaken by previous owners, including replacement
of all historic doors and windows in existing historic openings, changing the façade fenestration (a
band of three windows was installed instead of the original four), removal of the flagpole from the
center of the façade parapet, removal of the Forest Service shield above the front windows,
construction of a pedestrian ramp along the east wall of the building, and filling in the rear garage
door opening with plywood holding a single-light fixed window and an off-center pedestrian door. 4
Since purchasing the building in 2016, the new owners have reversed earlier changes as informed by
a 1939 photograph of the building. They have restored the façade fenestration, installing four metal
fixed-light windows and a glazed door. Nonhistoric windows on the east and west walls were replaced
in the original openings with windows reflecting the historic number of lights. On the rear, the two
filled-in garage door openings received double pedestrian doors to meet new building uses while
maintaining the feeling of the earlier garage doors. To meet accessibility requirements, a new
pedestrian ramp was constructed on the front of the building. Original elements still present on the
interior were retained, including starburst designs in the Celotex ceiling of the south room and the
exposed joists and red brick walls of the rear garage bays. A circular metal stairway was installed to
access the partial basement.
Other Resources. North of the ranger station is a small, post-2016 shed (Resource 2) (Photograph
13). The one-story, front gambrel roof shed (4’ x 8’) faces south and has walls clad with T1-11 siding
with corner boards. The shed does not have a foundation. The front has double Dutch (divided) doors
displaying angled bracing. Above the doors is a slightly projecting X design formed by flat boards.
The remaining walls are unfenestrated. The roof has flush eaves and is clad with asphalt composition
Katy Welter, 410 East Main Street, Buena Vista, Colorado, preliminary property evaluation form, 5CF828, November 21,
2016, on file History Colorado, Denver, Colorado. The form included several 2008 photographs of the building.
4
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shingles. The shed is assessed as noncontributing due to its construction after the period of
significance. A trailer is located east of the shed, and a portable refrigeration unit (12’ x 8’) is present
to the north (Photograph 12). Neither is included in the resource count since they are considered
minor resources and intended to be portable and are not permanent elements of the property.
Integrity
The Buena Vista Ranger Station retains historic integrity. The building’s location is unchanged since
its construction. The setting on Buena Vista’s East Main Street remains part of the small community’s
historic commercial core, with historic buildings flanking the ranger station to the east and west and
across the street to the south. The design of the ranger station retains integrity through preservation
of the building’s historic rectangular plan without additions, articulated brick courses, and retention of
original door and window openings. Original materials, such as the bark-textured bricks employed in
the building’s walls, are quite intact. The current metal windows and doors, which replaced earlier
nonhistoric ones, restored the fenestration and general appearance of the original wood ones. The
ranger station was a utilitarian building, but integrity of workmanship is displayed in the masonry of
the various articulated brick courses which provides the building’s ornamentation. The building no
longer is directly associated with government and the administration of national forests in Chaffee
County, as consolidation of Forest Service functions eventually made it redundant. The ranger station
retains integrity of feeling, with its commercial/office appearance suggesting its earlier use as a
government building.
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing.)
X

A

X

B
C

D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history

Criteria Considerations:
A
B
C
D
E
F
G

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes
Removed from its original location
A birthplace or grave
A cemetery
A reconstructed building, object, or structure
A commemorative property
Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.):
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTURE
Period of Significance: 1937 to 1972
Significant Dates: 1944
5
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Significant Person (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above): N/A
Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion D is marked above): N/A
Architect/Builder (last name, first name): US Forest Service, Region 2 Engineering Division
Period of Significance (justification): The period of significance for Politics/Government extends
from the completion of the building and its use as by the US Forest Service as a ranger station or
other purposes from 1937 until 1972, a point fifty years before the present in keeping with National
Register practice. The Forest Service continued using part of the building until circa 1991. The
period of significance for Architecture is 1937, the year of the building’s completion. The year 1944
is a significant date, marking the dissolution of the Cochetopa National Forest and the start of the
building’s association with the San Isabel National Forest.
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary): None
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level
of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable
criteria considerations.)
The 1937 Buena Vista Ranger Station is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of
Politics/Government for the role it played in the administration of the Cochetopa and San Isabel
National Forests from the time of its completion through 1972 (a time fifty years before the present).
The building is also locally significant under Criterion C for its Architecture, as an example of a 1930s
US Forest Service combination ranger station, containing an office, storage, and garage area. The
building represents a relatively rare Colorado example of a Modern Movement ranger station, as
reflected in its flat roof, rectangular footprint, horizontality, band of façade windows, and Art Decoinfluenced brick articulation. The Buena Vista building is the only example of a ranger station
constructed in a downtown setting in Colorado, with most facilities situated in national forests. The
period of significance for Architecture is 1937. The building retains historic integrity.
________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)
Criterion A. The Buena Vista Ranger Station is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of
Politics/Government for its role as an administrative facility for the US Forest Service. The 1937
building reflects the expanding scope of Forest Service activities resulting from Depression-era New
Deal funding that required “an era of unprecedented administrative expansion.”5 According to Michael
Sullivan et al, Franklin Roosevelt’s presidential administration “emphasized more intensive
management of all the forests’ resources, and marked a shift in policy from custodial superintendence
to active resource management for the Forest Service.” 6 The ranger station initially served as the
office for the ranger overseeing the Buena Vista District of the Cochetopa National Forest (1937-44).
Following the absorption of that forest into adjacent ones, the building was associated with
administration of the San Isabel National Forest as a ranger station, guard station, and other uses
from 1944 until Forest Service use completely ended about 1991.
Forest rangers occupying the building played a key role in the federal government’s administration of
the national forests and served as a principal point of contact between the Forest Service and local
timber harvesters, stockgrowers, visiting recreationists, Civilian Conservation Corps camps, and local
residents. Located within a bustling small town, rather than a more remote forest location, the ranger
Ralph Hartley and James Schneck, 410 E. Main Street, 5CF828, Historic Building Recordation Form, July 17, 1994.
Michael Sullivan, Teri A. Cleeland, and J. Michael Bremer, “Depression-Era USDA Forest Service Administrative
Complexes in Arizona,” National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form, NRIS 64500036, August 24, 1989
(approved June 10, 1993), 5.
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station was a tangible and prominent reminder of the importance of the Forest Service in the central
Colorado mountains. The period of significance for Politics/Government extends from completion of
the building in 1937 through 1972, a point fifty years before the present.
Criterion C. The ranger station is also significant for its Architecture as an example of a 1930s Forest
Service combination ranger station built in a town setting. The Modern Movement building exhibits Art
Deco elements in its horizontal and vertical courses of articulated brick. Ralph Hartley and James
Schneck in their 1996 survey of national forest administrative facilities in Colorado characterized the
building’s style as Art Deco. They believed this and other USFS designs in the state were “most likely
influenced” by Denver architect Gilbert Charles Jaka, an acknowledged master of the Art Deco idiom,
who briefly worked for the USFS Region 2 Engineering Division in the 1930s. 7 Hartley and Schneck
found that the Buena Vista ranger station was the only “District office constructed on a commercial
[town] lot in Colorado.” 8 The building’s flat roof, band of storefront windows, one-story height, and
brick walls enabled it to blend into its commercial Main Street location.
Hartley and Schneck noted the building also was a rare example of a ranger station built of brick.
Most ranger stations were erected in forest locations and employed Rustic designs. Brick, a material
eschewed in forest locations, was employed due to a town requirement for fireproof construction. The
Buena Vista Ranger Station is also unusual in that a residence for the ranger was not provided
nearby, as was typically the case. The town location apparently insured that housing was readily
available, and, in fact, the first ranger had a home less than two blocks from the station. The period of
significance for Architecture is 1937, reflecting the year of its completion.
Developmental History/Additional Historic Context Information
Creation and Administration of National Forests
The US Forest Service constructed the Buena Vista Ranger Station as an administrative facility for
the Buena Vista District of the Cochetopa National Forest. The beginning of national forest protection
dates to the Forest Reserve Act of 1891, which provided that the president “may, from time to time,
set apart and reserve, in any state or territory having public land bearing forests, in any part of the
public lands, wholly or in part covered with timber or undergrowth, whether of commercial value or
not, as public reservations.” 9 By the end of the following year, President Benjamin Harrison
designated the Yellowstone Forest Reserve and fourteen other areas (five in Colorado) totaling
thirteen million acres. President Grover Cleveland added two forest reserves in 1893, but he deferred
creating additional forest reserves until a mechanism for protecting the lands set aside had been
established. However, following 1896 recommendations of the National Forest Commission,
Cleveland added thirteen new reserves in the West in 1897, a move met by intense local
opposition. 10
An amendment to the 1897 Sundry Civil Appropriations Bill briefly delayed implementation of the
western reserves and established criteria for the designation of new areas: improvement and
protection of forests, assuring watershed and water flows, and furnishing a continuous supply of
timber for national needs. The General Land Office (GLO) within the Department of the Interior was
Ralph Hartley and James Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado: An Assessment of the Architectural
and Cultural Significance of Historical Administrative Properties, prepared for the U.S. Forest Service, Rocky Mountain
Region (Lincoln, Nebraska: National Park Service, Midwest Archeological Center, 1996). Building plans of the 1930s
generally do not identify individual architects.
8 Hartley and Schneck, Historic Building Recordation Form, 1994.
9 Quoted in Gerald W. Williams, The USDA Forest Service: The First Century (Washington: USDA Forest Service, April
2005), 8.
10 Williams, The USDA Forest Service, 8-9.
7
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tasked with the protection and administration of the reserves. Forest supervisors and forest rangers,
in many cases political appointees with little if any training in forestry, began overseeing the reserves
in the summer of 1898. 11
The federal government’s expertise in forest management was lodged in the US Department of
Agriculture’s Division (later Bureau) of Forestry. In 1905 Gifford Pinchot became chief of the office
and successfully wrested management of the forest reserves from the GLO to his agency. Rangers
and other personnel were selected through civil service procedures. The scale of forest reserves
(renamed national forests in 1907) grew under Pinchot from 60 reserves covering 56 million acres in
1905 to 150 national forests totaling 172 million acres by 1910. 12
At Pinchot’s direction, forest supervisors were instructed to delegate more administrative work to
individual forest rangers, who were responsible for relatively large geographic areas. Historian Harold
K. Steen explained that “such delegation would develop their executive ability; after all, a ranger must
feel responsible for his district. The public should be taught to turn to the ranger, not the [forest]
supervisor.” 13 To carry out their duties, rangers were issued a pocket-sized Use Book with regulations
and instructions for forest administration. The size of the booklet grew over time, but, during the early
years of the Forest Service, a ranger “could slip everything he needed to know into one pocket, his
‘fixin’s’ in another, and patrol his district on horseback.” 14
Forest rangers were responsible for a wide range of tasks associated with the management of the
national forests. A ranger’s duties included overseeing permits for timber sales, administering
allotments for livestock grazing, overseeing hunting and fishing activities on forest lands,
development of trails and campgrounds, monitoring and suppression of forest fires, and assisting
recreational visitors to forests. The creation of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) during the
Great Depression added to rangers’ workloads through oversight of that group’s projects in the
national forests. Nearly half of the CCC’s 1,400 camps were located in the forests, where the young
male workers created trails, shelters, campgrounds, and scenic overlooks; engaged in fire
suppression; built truck roads, guard and ranger stations, fire lookouts, and telephone lines; and
undertook insect control, fish stocking, and reforestation projects. 15 Enhanced recreational amenities
resulted in increased numbers of visitors to the forests, particularly following the end of World War II.
Cochetopa National Forest
The Buena Vista Ranger Station initially administered part of the Cochetopa National Forest, which
had its origin as the Cochetopah Forest Reserve in 1905. The reserve held more than one million
acres of land in central Colorado. In 1908 it became the Cochetopa National Forest, ceding land to
the Rio Grande and Gunnison National Forests and exchanging some areas with the Leadville
National Forest. 16 The resulting 932,890 acres included the western part of Saguache County and the
mountainous west areas of Chaffee and Lake counties. The office of the forest supervisor was
located in Salida, with the area divided into ranger districts for administration.
Fred B. Agee and Joseph M. Cuenin, the supervisor and a forest ranger for the Cochetopa,
respectively, compiled its early history in 1924 (Figure 2). They wrote that while most of the early
Harold K. Steen, The U.S. Forest Service: A History (Durham, North Carolina: Forest History Society and University of
Washington Press, 2004), 36; Williams, The USDA Forest Service, 10.
12 Williams, The USDA Forest Service, 14.
13 Steen, The U.S. Forest Service, 78.
14 Steen, The U.S. Forest Service, 78. “Fixings” in this case referred to loose tobacco and rolling papers.
15 Williams, The USDA Forest Service, 67-69; Steen, The U.S. Forest Service, 214-16.
16 Richard C. Davis, Encyclopedia of American Forest and Conservation History, vol. II (New York: Macmillan Publishing
Company for the Forest History Society, 1983).
11

8

United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

OMB No. 1024-0018

Buena Vista Ranger Station

Chaffee, CO

Name of Property

County and State

personnel for the Cochetopa possessed experience in ranching and livestock, “it would be hard to
find associated a similar number of men who had engaged in more diverse occupations than this
small group,” including mining and assaying, surveying, office work, and law enforcement. Important
traits of successful forest rangers encompassed “familiarity with western conditions, tact, and ability to
deal successfully with Forest users … [and] ability of the individual to go ahead with meagre
instructions, without guide or precedent, and work out the numerous problems confronting him and
get things done.”17
In terms of uses of the forest, Agee and Cuenin reported timber cutting had been an important activity
in the lands that would become the Cochetopa National Forest since the mid-nineteenth century,
when Hispano settlers in the San Luis Valley harvested timber. In 1874 trees were felled for railroad
ties on the Middle Fork of the Little Arkansas River in Chaffee County. By 1880 mining in the
mountains of Colorado stimulated timber cutting to produce charcoal used in smelting, with kilns
established at Riverside, Cleora, Poncha Springs, and other locations in Chaffee County.
Summer livestock grazing in the area of today’s national forest began in about 1870, and both cattle
and sheep utilized the forests. Agee and Cuenin recounted that “there was more or less trouble
between the sheep and cattle owners until the range was included in the National Forest in 1905,
after which lines were definitely established and both sides respected them.”18 After creation of the
forest reserve in 1905, rangers were commissioned as deputy state game wardens and enforced
hunting and fishing laws.
Planning and Construction of the Buena Vista Ranger Station
Economic stimulus programs initiated by President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal administration to
alleviate the Great Depression significantly expanded the funding and activities of the Forest Service
in the 1930s. Historian Harold K. Steen reported that the massive funding increase for Forest Service
programs was accompanied by “the administrative burdens of doubling or tripling efforts practically
overnight.” 19 This resulted in a need for more administrative facilities. A publication discussing the
development of facilities in Forest Service Region 4 reported that the Forest Service hired hundreds
of engineers, architects, and other professionals in the early 1930s to prepare plans, including
standardized designs. The USFS Washington Office provided general guidance on the standards and
character for new construction in 1935. 20
In 1936 the Forest Service prepared plans for a combination ranger station in the town of Buena
Vista. The agency sometimes referred to the building as the “Buena Vista Town Site,” to differentiate
it from a Forest Service barn (no longer extant) on the southwest outskirts of town. The architectural
plan (number 117, file number F5546) for the ranger station called for a building that included office,
storage, and garage space. While the Cochetopa National Forest did not then have motor vehicles,
Forest Supervisor Wallace J. Pearce insisted that garage space be included in anticipation of
motorization. 21
Hartley and Schneck, who surveyed USFS administrative facilities in Colorado in the 1990s, believe
the agency’s Art Deco-inspired designs were attributable to Denver architect Gilbert Charles Jaka,
Fred B. Agee and Joseph M. Cuenin, History of Cochetopa National Forest (Salida, Colorado: Salida Mail, 1924).
Agee and Cuenin, History of Cochetopa National Forest.
19 Steen, The U.S. Forest Service, 198.
20 Richa Wilson, Within a Day’s Ride: Forest Service Administrative Sites in Region 4, 1891-1960, A Contextual and
Architectural History (Ogden, Utah: US Forest Service, Intermountain Region Facilities Group, June 2004), 60; W. Ellis
Groben, Principles of Architectural Planning for Forest Service Administrative Improvements (Washington: USDA Forest
Service, 1938, initially issued 1935). USFS Region 4 included Nevada, Utah, Idaho south of the Salmon River, southwest
Wyoming, and small portions of eastern California and western Colorado.
21 Hartley and Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado.
17
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who worked in the Region 2 Engineering Division in the 1930s. They point to the ranger station’s brick
detailing as being “identical to that of Jaka’s landmark Art Deco buildings at 1601 and 1611 Grape
Street in Denver.” 22 The building’s ceiling displays decoration in its Celotex panels, and historian Don
D. Etter reported that Jaka was “a leader in the design of Celotex panels for use in interior
decoration.” Etter judged Jaka a “designer of great skill and sophistication and a magnificent
draftsman.” 23
A Utah native, Jaka (1900-83) came to Denver by the early 1920s and worked for several of the city’s
leading architectural firms, including those of J.J.B. Benedict, Eugene Groves, and Temple Buell,
before starting his own firm by 1930. Jaka’s remodeling of the Cruise Room in Denver’s Oxford Hotel
made extensive use of Celotex. 24 Following his brief employment by the Forest Service, Jaka served
as an architect for other New Deal-era work relief agencies. Following service in World War II, Jaka
began an architectural practice in Washington, DC, where he died in 1983. Forest Service building
plans were not identified by individual architects in the 1930s, and the evidence for Jaka’s
involvement in the design of the Buena Vista ranger station is not definitive. 25 If Gilbert Charles Jaka
did design the building, its significance would be enhanced as the work of a master architect.
In December 1935 the federal government acquired a single town lot (Lot 5) from local resident
George M. Pyle, Jr. Regional Forester Allen S. Peck recommended that workers from the Trout Creek
CCC camp (number F-24) assist in the construction, but this does not appear to have occurred. The
ranger station is not identified as a Works Projects Administration (WPA) effort. 26 According to Forest
Service records, bricks for the building came from Delta, Colorado. The Buena Vista ranger station
was completed by 1937, and a Forest Service photograph shows the finished building in 1939
(Figures 3 and 4). 27
Forest Service Use of the Building
The first forest ranger to staff the new building was James L. Frame. He was born in Canada in 1879
to British-immigrant parents, and the family relocated to Colorado the same year. The Frame family
lived in Buena Vista by 1882, and James worked in Chaffee County as a cattle dealer (1900) and
operated a sawmill (1906). In May 1908 he became a US Forest Ranger for the Cochetopa National
Forest. Frame lived with his wife Irene in Buena Vista, less than two blocks from the ranger station.
He continued to serve as a forest ranger in the town until 1939. A Denver Post article noting his
retirement that year called his thirty years with the Cochetopa “a unique record for a ranger. Frame is

Hartley and Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado.
Don D. Etter, Gilbert Charles Jaka, architect profile, in Thomas J. Noel and Barbara S. Norgren, Denver: The City
Beautiful and Its Architects, 1893-1941 (Denver: Historic Denver, Inc, 1987), 208. The preparers of the nomination
contacted the regional Engineering Division in Denver in 2021, but no original drawings or other material identifying the
architect involved could be located.
24 Denver Post, August 10, 1934, 10. He also employed the material in the remodeling of the Broadmoor Drug Company
in Denver in 1934.
25 The Hartley and Schneck evidence is suggestive but not conclusive, as the brick detailing is not unique (nor “identical”
to that of the cited Denver houses) and many architects of the period employed Celotex.
26 Hartley and Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado; Works Progress Administration, List of Colorado
Projects, on file History Colorado, Denver, Colorado. The building is not included in the list of projects undertaken by the
Works Progress Administration in Colorado.
27 Jim Pitts, District Ranger, Salida Ranger District, US Forest Service, Salida, Colorado, email to Katy Welter, March 4,
2016; Hartley and Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado. Hartley and Schneck reported a circa 193637 year of construction, while the local ranger district provided a 1937 date to the current owner.
22
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a familiar figure at the Denver stock show and has a wide acquaintanceship among stockmen.” 28
Frame died in 1946. 29
By 1941 the Cochetopa National Forest covered 1.2 million acres and embraced lands in Chaffee,
Fremont, Gunnison, Lake, Park, and Saguache counties. Forest rangers, including the one stationed
in Buena Vista, handled such forest activities as timber harvesting, grazing, reforestation, insect
control, fire suppression, road construction, land exchanges, and recreation, reflecting the “multiple
use” philosophy of the Forest Service. The 1941-42 Colorado Year Book noted that the national
forests in Colorado were drawing increasing numbers of recreational visitors, an estimated 4.5 million
in 1941 alone. Principal recreational activities in the forests included camping and picnicking, hunting
and fishing, summer home vacations, dude and guest ranch stays, winter sports, and sightseeing on
cross-country trips. 30
In 1944 the Cochetopa National Forest was dissolved, with its acreage distributed to the adjacent
Gunnison, Rio Grande, and San Isabel forests. 31 The Buena Vista Ranger Station became part of the
San Isabel National Forest. In 1946 Gordon Van Buren became the district forest ranger at Buena
Vista. 32 Over time, concentration of Forest Service administrative affairs in Salida led to decreased
use of the Buena Vista facility. In the 1950s it was identified as a Guard Station, a designation usually
meaning the building was used only seasonally or by travelling USFS staff. 33
Later Uses of the Building
Declining Forest Service need for the Buena Vista building led the government to lease part of the
facility by 1975 to Chaffee County for use by the Chaffee County Nursing Service, a public health
clinic (Figure 5). The public health function continued until at least 1994. Active Forest Service use of
the building ended in about 1991, but the federal government continued to own the building until
2016.
Eventually determining that federal ownership was no longer warranted, the government sold the
property through a public auction in 2016 to Watershed BV LLC, a firm organized and owned by Katy
Welter and Rick Bieterman. Katy grew up in Indiana, and Rick in Illinois; they moved to Colorado from
Chicago. They live, grow hay, and produce hydroelectricity on a ranch ten miles north of Buena Vista
with their children, Henry and Amelia. Katy is an attorney, and Rick is a teacher. The new owners
undertook restoration of the façade fenestration and the removal of existing nonhistoric windows and
doors and replacement with ones reflecting the original elements (based on a historic photograph of
the building). The building initially housed Watershed, a flexible community-focused events space and
co-working facility. 34 More recently the concept for the building changed to house a food catering
business, Spark Provisions, which continues to operate here.
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Mail, 1924.
Chaffee County Assessor. Real property information. Salida, Colorado.
Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder. General records and deeds. Salida, Colorado. Accessed on
iCounty.com (various dates).
Chaffee County Times (Buena Vista, Colorado).
Groben, W. Ellis. Principles of Architectural Planning for Forest Service Administrative Improvements.
Washington: USDA Forest Service, 1938.
Hartley, Ralph and James Schneck. Administering the National Forests of Colorado: An Assessment
of the Architectural and Cultural Significance of Historical Administrative Properties. Prepared
for the U.S. Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Region. Lincoln, Nebraska: National Park Service,
Midwest Archeological Center, 1996.
__________. Buena Vista Ranger Station (Town Site), 410 E. Main Street, Management Data Form,
July 17, 1994, Historic Architectural Building/Structure Form, and Historic Building Inventory
Record Form, 5CF828, July 18, 1994. On file History Colorado, Denver, Colorado.
Ingram, Tolbert R., ed. Year Book of the State of Colorado, 1941-1942. Denver: Colorado State
Planning Commission, 1942.
Jester, Thomas C., ed. Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation. New York:
McGraw Hill, 1995.
McAlester, Virginia Savage. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013.
Noel, Thomas J. and Barbara S. Norgren. Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 1893-1941.
Denver: Historic Denver, Inc, 1987.
Pitts, Jim, District Ranger, Salida Ranger District, US Forest Service, Salida, Colorado. Email to Katy
Welter. March 4, 2016.
Shaputis, June. Where the Bodies Are in Central Chaffee County, Colorado. Salida, Colorado:
Arkansas Valley Publishing, 1995.
Shaputis, June and Suzanne Kelly, comps. and eds. A History of Chaffee County. Marceline,
Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982.
__________. A History of Chaffee County. 2nd ed. Buena Vista, Colorado: Buena Vista Heritage,
2015.
Simmons, Virginia McConnell. The Upper Arkansas: A Mountain River Valley. Boulder, Colorado:
Pruett Publishing Company, 1990.
Simmons, Thomas H. and R. Laurie Simmons. 213 South Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista, Colorado,
Architectural Inventory form, 5CF3438. September 2020. On file History Colorado, Denver,
Colorado.
Steen, Harold K. The U.S. Forest Service: A History. Durham, North Carolina: Forest History Society
and University of Washington Press, 2004.
Sullivan, Michael, Teri A. Cleeland, and J. Michael Bremer. “Depression-Era USDA Forest Service
Administrative Complexes in Arizona.” National Register Multiple Property Documentation
Form. NRIS 64500036. August 24, 1989 (approved June 10, 1993).
US Census Bureau. Census of Population. Chaffee County, Colorado. Manuscript returns, 188012
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1940.
US Forest Service, ed. The National Forests of Colorado. Miscellaneous Publication No. 18.
Washington: US Department of Agriculture, May 1928.
“Watershed BV: A Small-Town Hub.” Colorado Central Magazine. June 1, 2017.
Weddington, Sarah, Sarah Weddington Architectural Services. The Ranger Station Renovation.
Construction drawing. January 12, 2018.
Welter, Katy. 410 East Main Street, Buena Vista, Colorado, Preliminary Property Evaluation Form,
5CF828. November 21, 2016. On file History Colorado, Denver, Colorado.
Williams, Gerald W. The USDA Forest Service: The First Century. Washington: USDA Forest
Service, April 2005.
Wilson, Richa. Within a Day’s Ride: Forest Service Administrative Sites in Region 4, 1891-1960, A
Contextual and Architectural History. Ogden, Utah: US Forest Service, Intermountain Region
Facilities Group, June 2004.
Wolfenbarger, Deon. U.S. Forest Ranger’s Office, Buena Vista, Architectural Inventory Form,
5CF828. February 19, 2018. On file History Colorado, Denver, Colorado.
___________________________________________________________________________
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________
Primary location of additional data:
__X_ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
____ Local government
____ University
____ Other
Name of repository: _____________________________________
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 5CF828
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property: 0.07
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: 38.843106

Longitude: -106.128892

UTM Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
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Easting: 402030

Northing: 4299971

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
The nominated area is comprised of Lot 5, Block 3, Buena Vista Original Town (the west part of
Chaffee County parcel number 327108403113).
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The selected boundary contains the building and land historically associated with the operation of
the ranger station. The assessor parcel encompasses Lots 5 and 6, but only Lot 5 was owned by
and used for US Forest Service functions during the historic period.
11. Form Prepared By
name/title: Thomas H. Simmons and R. Laurie Simmons, Architectural Historians (for the property
owner)
organization: Front Range Research Associates, Inc.
street & number: 3635 West 46th Avenue
city or town: Denver
state: CO
zip code: 80211
e-mail: frraden@msn.com www.frhistory.com
telephone: 303-477-7597
date: October 1, 2021 (revised November 12, 2021)
___________________________________________________________________________
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
•

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

•

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to this map.

•

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For
simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph
log and does not need to be labeled on every photograph.
Photo Log
Name of Property: US Forest Service Ranger Station, Buena Vista
City or Vicinity: Buena Vista
County: Chaffee
State: Colorado
Name of Photographer: Thomas H. Simmons
Date of Photographs: July 2021
NOTE: The building actually faces south-southeast. For ease of describing directions, it is
assumed to face south.
1 of 13, Building and East Main Street overview. View north.
2 of 13, Front of the building. View north.
3 of 13, Front and east wall of the building. View northwest.
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4 of 13, East wall of building behind the food truck from near south end. View north.
5 of 13, East wall of building behind the food truck from near north end. View south.
6 of 13, Rear (north) wall. View south-southwest.
7 of 13, West wall of building from north end. View south.
8 of 13, West wall of building from south end. View north-northeast.
9 of 13, West wall and front of building. View east-northeast.
10 of 13, West wall and front of building. View northeast.
11 of 13, Interior, south room ceiling with Celotex ornamentation. View east.
12 of 13, North portion of nominated area, with building to left and white refrigeration unit, trailer,
and shed (beyond) to right. View southwest.
13 of 13, Shed (Resource 2) (front and east wall) near west fence. View northwest.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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List of Maps and Historic Figures
Location Map
Sketch Map
Historic Figures
1 of 5, This 2018 construction drawing prepared for the remodeling and reuse of the building shows
the interior floorplan. East Main Street is at the bottom of the drawing. The partial basement is only
under the center part of the building. SOURCE: Sarah Weddington Architectural Services, The
Ranger Station Renovation, construction drawing, January 12, 2018.
2 of 5, The boundaries of national forests in Colorado are shown in this 1928 map. The Cochetopa
National Forest is located southwest of the center of the state with its forest supervisor housed in
Salida. SOURCE: US Forest Service, The National Forests of Colorado (1928).
3 of 5, This 1939 photograph of the Buena Vista ranger station (view north-northwest) shows the front
(south) and east walls of the building shortly after its completion. SOURCE: US Forest Service
photograph, October1939, in Hartley and Schneck, Administering the National Forests of Colorado,
158.
4 of 5, The ranger station is shown in the context of its lot in this 1943 plan drawing. The flagpole, ash
pit, and gasoline tank are no longer extant. SOURCE: Buena Vista Combination Building, Plan
Drawing, 1943 (revised through 1958), in Hartley and Schneck, 410 E. Main Street, 5CF828,
Management Data Form, July 17, 1994.
5 of 5, The Chaffee County Nursing Service still occupied the building in 1994. The building had
received replacement door and windows (three fixed windows instead of four on the front) and a
pedestrian ramp by that time. SOURCE: Hartley and Schneck, survey photograph July 17, 1994.
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Location Map

The labeled point indicates the location of the nominated resource, which has the following
coordinates:
Latitude: 38.843106
Longitude: -106.128892
Image Date: October 14, 2017

State Perspective:
Buena Vista Ranger
Station
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Sketch Map

The dashed line indicates the nominated area boundary;
only Lot 5 is included. Numbers in circles show photograph
locations and camera directions. Resource 1 is the ranger
station and Resource 2 is a nonhistoric shed.
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Figure 1. This 2018 construction drawing prepared for the
remodeling and reuse of the building shows the interior
floorplan. East Main Street is at the bottom of the drawing. The
partial basement is only under the center part of the building.
SOURCE: Sarah Weddington Architectural Services, The
Ranger Station Renovation, construction drawing, January 12,
2018.
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Figure 2. The boundaries of national forests in Colorado are shown in this 1928 map.
The Cochetopa National Forest is located southwest of the center of the state with its
forest supervisor housed in Salida. SOURCE: US Forest Service, The National
Forests of Colorado (1928).

Figure 3. This 1939 photograph of the Buena Vista ranger station (view north-northwest)
shows the front (south) and east walls of the building shortly after its completion. SOURCE:
US Forest Service photograph, October 1939, in Hartley and Schneck, Administering the
National Forests of Colorado, 158.
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Figure 4. The ranger station is shown in the context of its lot in this 1943 plan
drawing. The flagpole, ash pit, and gasoline tank are no longer extant.
SOURCE: Buena Vista Combination Building, Plan Drawing, 1943 (revised
through 1958), in Hartley and Schneck, 410 E. Main Street, 5CF828,
Management Data Form, July 17, 1994.
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Figure 5. The Chaffee County Nursing Service still occupied the building in 1994. The
building had received replacement door and windows (three fixed windows instead of
four on the front) and a pedestrian ramp by that time. SOURCE: Hartley and Schneck,
survey photograph July 17, 1994.
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1. Building (left of center) and East Main Street Overview. View north.

2. Front of building. View north.

3. Front and east wall of
building. View northwest.

4. East wall of building behind food truck. View north.

5. East wall of building behind food truck. View south.

6. Rear (north wall) of building. View south-southwest.

7. West wall of building. View south.

8. West wall of building. View northnortheast.

9. West wall and front of building. View
east-northeast.

10. West wall and front of building. View northeast.

11. Interior, south room ceiling. View east.

12. North portion of nominated area, with building to left and white refrigeration unit, trailer, and shed
(beyond) to right. View southwest.

13. Shed near west fenceline. View northwest.

