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INTRODUCTION
Buena Vista is located in the central Colorado mountains in northern Chaffee County near the
confluence of the Arkansas River and Cottonwood Creek. The town is in a high valley at an elevation
of 7,965’, bounded by the Sawatch Range (Collegiate) and the Continental Divide on the west and the
Mosquito Range on the east. The Arkansas River flows southeastward past the eastern edge of the
community, and US 24 passes through the town on a north-northwest/south-southeast alignment.
The town, then part of Lake County, was established in 1879, primarily due to the arrival of the
Denver, South Park & Pacific and Denver & Rio Grande railroads, building through the area on their
way to the rich mining camp of Leadville. With the creation of Chaffee County in 1879, Granite
became the original county seat, only to lose that designation to Buena Vista in 1880.
In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Buena Vista served as a service and supply area for
the surrounding agricultural area, a role that significantly expanded with the cultivation of head
lettuce in the 1920s. The town also supported early tourism and recreation in the area, including hot
springs resorts, sightseeing, hiking, and hunting. In the twentieth century, as highways and
automobiles proliferated, the town developed tourist courts and motels.
Buena Vista remained the county seat until 1928, when displaced by Salida. Following World War II,
the growth of Climax Molybdenum in adjoining Lake County impacted the town, including the platting
of postwar subdivisions such as Esgar’s and Collegiate Heights. Recreation and tourism increased in
importance in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, new development occurred along
the river, and the town reached a population of 2,866 by 2019. It is within this natural and sociopolitical context that Buena Vista’s historic resources evolved.
Purpose
Front Range Research Associates, Inc., of Denver, undertook this historic buildings survey project for
the Town of Buena Vista and its Historic Preservation Commission. The goal of the effort was to
conduct fieldwork, photography, and research to document and evaluate thirty historic properties
within the town and record them on History Colorado Architectural Inventory forms (form 1403). The
project included two public meetings and preparation of this survey report, which summarizes the
project findings.
Project Results
Of the thirty properties surveyed, one resource is assessed as potentially eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (as well as potentially eligible to the State Register of Historic
Properties). Two were evaluated as potentially eligible to the State Register only and five were
identified as potential local landmarks only. The survey expanded knowledge of Buena Vista history
and architecture by documenting each resource’s current appearance, history, and previous
alterations and evaluating its significance.
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The information resulting from this survey will assist the Town and interested residents with historic
preservation planning, including assessments of eligibility. The information contained on the
intensive-level survey forms and in the report expands on our knowledge of the town’s history and its
inhabitants. The findings will help direct future historic preservation efforts and constitute one basis
by which properties are nominated for designation and citizens made aware of the area’s
architectural and historical heritage.
Funding
This project was paid for in part by a State Historical Fund grant to the Town of Buena Vista (grant
number 2020-M1-015). The survey was conducted following the guidelines of the History Colorado
(HC) Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation publication Colorado Cultural Resource Survey
Manual (2007). Architectural classifications of buildings are based on HC’s publication Field Guide to
Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering (2008 and online updates) and the lexicon for
architectural styles included in the Survey Manual.
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PROJECT AREA
Survey Area
The 2020-21 project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty properties within Buena Vista
located east of US 24 on either side of E. Main Street (see Figure 1). Table 1 lists the thirty scattered
properties in street address and state identification order and shows historic names and dates of
construction. Figure 2 displays the parcels included in the survey labeled with state identification
numbers. Twelve of the properties in the survey lay north of East Main Street and eighteen to the
south, with all but two located east of the railroad tracks. The project did not comprehensively survey
all properties within these areas. Aggregating the areas of the thirty parcels, a total of 5.4 acres of
urban land were surveyed. The survey included twenty-nine residential properties; all were singlefamily except for one duplex at 424 Pinon Street (5CF.3444). One commercial property was surveyed,
a retail tire shop at 203 N. Railroad Street (5CF.3445), formerly associated with the shipment of head
lettuce.
Physical Setting
The survey area consists of level, residential land within the east-central part of Buena Vista. The
street grid within this area is rotated slightly west of north, to align with the former railroad line of the
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad, which cuts north-northwest/south-southeast through the town. The
wide railroad right-of-way divides the commercial area, with a smaller business section to the west
and a larger one to the east. Blocks in the area are rectangular but vary in size and orientation. Blocks
abutting Main Street east of the railroad tracks have their longer axes aligned east-west and feature
east-west gravel alleys. Blocks farther north and south are half the size, are oriented north-south, lack
alleys, and are separated by block-long streets: Short and Church Streets in the south and Turner and
Crymble Streets in the north. The Tabor Street properties to the west are located on one large block
extending from E. Sterling Street on the north to E. Main Street on the south and from Tabor Street
on the west to the railroad right-of-way on the east.
North-south streets have odd numbers on the east and even numbers on the west, while east-west
streets have odd numbers on the south and even numbers on the north. Streets are paved with
asphalt. Some blocks have concrete public sidewalks and gutters, while others have neither. The
survey area includes large trees and mature landscaping. Most properties hold one or more
outbuildings.
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Table 1
Surveyed Historic Resources, 2020-21
Sorted by Street Address and State Identification Number Order
303 Cedar Street
305 Cedar Street
309 Cedar Street

State ID
Num.
5CF.3418
5CF.3419
5CF.3420

319 Cedar Street
320 Cedar Street

5CF.3421
5CF.3422

328 Cedar Street

5CF.3423

330 Cedar Street

5CF.3424

406 Cedar Street
430 Cedar Street
501 Cedar Street

5CF.3425
5CF.3426
5CF.3427

518 Cedar Street
323 Chestnut Street

5CF.3428
5CF.3429

115 N. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3430

119 N. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3431

202 N. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3432

207 N. Colorado Avenue
209 N. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3433
5CF.3434

112 S. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3435

202 S. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3436

209 S. Colorado Avenue
213 S. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3437
5CF.3438

219 S. Colorado Avenue
301 S. Colorado Avenue

5CF.3439
5CF.3440

637 E. Main Street
406 Pinon Street

5CF.3441
5CF.3442

410 Pinon Street

5CF.3443

Street Address

Historic Name

Year Built

Telfer/Scholl House
Barrett/Treloar/Potterville/Telfer House
Barrett House, Treloar/Potterville/ Shaffer
Property, Maniates House
Spencer/Haley House, McMicken Property
Ashley/McMicken/Dobbins-Merrifield/Locke
Property
Ashley/Hartenstein House,
McMicken/Merrifield Property
Taylor/White House, McMicken/Merrifield
Property
Hill/Hecht/Doyle/Allinger House
Ashley/Holbert/Humphrey/Swanson House
Pelta/Thomas House, Hollenbeck/Humphrey
Property
Webb House
Crane/Muller/Mahon House,
Schloss/Krueger Property
Evilsizer/Gray/Fleck/DeWitt/Bonthron
Property, Beauregard House
Lamphere-Cousins/McMullen Property,
DeWitt/McClurg/Eggleston House
Marks/Aude/Sindlinger and Niles Property,
Patton House
Borrell/Swanson House
Wells-Parker Property, Dickinson House,
Wallace Property
Habig/Peterson/Morris Property, Otwell
House
McMicken/Dobbins and
Merrifield/Ottoson/Krieg Property
Schwarz/Dietzold/Frame/Stead House
Norton Property, Quiggle/Frame/Poplin
House, Slane Property
Schutz House
Montross/Cooley House, Tomlin/Parsons
Property
Rouhier Property, Luoma/Foreman House
Sindlinger Property, Vickerson/Morgan
House
Northrup/Fleck Property,
Williams/Poplin/Crymble House

1937
ca. 1881-82
ca. 1881-82
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1891
1881
pre-1882
ca. 1880-82
ca. 1881-82
1885
pre-1890
1928
ca. 1922-26
1896-1902
1886-90
1902-08
ca. 1882-83
ca. 1886-90
1901-02
1902-08
pre-1887
ca. 1882-83
1954
1883
1967
ca. 1882-86
1902-08

424 Pinon Street

State ID
Num.
5CF.3444

203 N. Railroad Street

5CF.3445

241 Tabor Street

5CF.3446

243 Tabor Street

5CF.3447

Street Address

Historic Name

Year Built

Childress/Soshea/Fulks Property, Cain
Duplex
Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association,
Avery Construction Co./Avery Structures
Behrman/Nielsen/Barr Property,
Fink/Hankins House
Behrman/Nielsen/Hankins Property,
Fink/Barr House

ca. 1954-75
late 1920s,
ca. 1954-69
pre-1954
1949

Figure 1. Location Map. The locations of the surveyed resources are indicated by blue circles with
crosshairs displayed over a USGS topographical map composite at a scale of one inch equals 2,000’.
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Figure 2. Surveyed Properties Map. The parcels included in the survey are outlined in yellow and are labeled with state
identification numbers (all are preceded by “5CF”). They are displayed over digital aerial imagery.
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RESEARCH DESIGN
AND METHODS
Objectives and Scope of Work
The goal of the project was to survey selected resources in the residential areas lying north and south
of East Main Street in Buena Vista. The Town selected Front Range Research Associates, Inc., of
Denver, to perform the survey under a contract executed in December 2019. The resources included
in the intensive survey were to be described, photographed, researched, mapped, and evaluated,
with History Colorado Architectural Inventory forms (form 1403) produced for each of the
documented properties. The project called for this survey report explaining the project findings,
including evaluations of the surveyed properties and a historical overview of the area. The report
includes maps showing the general location of the project and the specific locations of surveyed
properties (see Figures 1 and 2). The restrictions on travel and access to public buildings required by
the Covid-19 pandemic delayed fieldwork, hampered access to certain records, and limited the first
public meeting to a virtual event.

Anticipated Results
Given the selected survey area, it was anticipated that mostly residential resources would be
recorded. Important questions about the properties to be surveyed included their dates of
construction, building materials used, architectural styles exhibited, association with prominent
persons, and original functions. Assessment of the ability of the resources to convey their historic
character was an important component of the project.

Previous Surveys and Listed Resources
A file search of History Colorado’s COMPASS database and tables from earlier surveys showed that
sixty-two historic resources in the town had been previously recorded (see Table 2). Figures 3 and 4
are maps showing the locations of previously recorded properties in Buena Vista. Front Range
Research Associates surveyed twenty-six properties within the town in 2011-13, a handful on the
western edge of downtown and the remainder to the west of US 24. Three Gables Preservation
recorded twenty-three resources along E. Main Street in 2018.
Six resources in the Town are listed in the National Register of Historic Places and in the State Register
of Historic Properties, while six are designated in the State Register only (see Table 2, which uses
symbols to identify listed properties).
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STATE
ID. NUM.

Table 2
Previously Surveyed Resources
Sorted by State Identification Number
STREET ADDRESS

5CF.140
5CF.141
5CF.176
5CF.177
5CF.315

501 E. Main St.
Main St. and Park Av.
U.S. Hwy 24
408 Princeton
210 E. Main Street

5CF.316
5CF.496
5CF.502
5CF.503

306 E. Main Street
400 W. Main St.
108 S. Pleasant Av.
300 E. Main Street

5CF.828
5CF.829
5CF.830
5CF.847
5CF.878
5CF.1616
5CF.2208
5CF.2635
5CF.2850
5CF.2851
5CF.2852

410 E. Main Street
De Paul Ave
409-15 E. Main St.
829 W. Main
Railroad Street and Cedar
116 Hwy. 14 N.
316 E. Arkansas St.
414 E. Main St.
239 Brookdale Avenue
314 E. Cedar Street
305 E. Chestnut Street

5CF.2853
5CF.2854
5CF.2855
5CF.2856
5CF.2857
5CF.2858
5CF.2859
5CF.2860

302 N. Colorado Avenue
115 S. Colorado Avenue
201 S. Colorado Avenue
502 S. Gunnison Avenue
147 N. James Street
111 E. Main Street
209 E. Main Street
327 E. Main Street

5CF.2861
5CF.2862
5CF.2863

209 W. Main Street
407 W. Main Street
416 W. Main Street

5CF.2864

420 W. Main Street

5CF.2865
5CF.2866
5CF.2867

602 W. Main Street
417 Mill Street
424 Mill Street

HISTORIC NAME
AND YEAR BUILT

Chaffee County Courthouse and Jail 
Grace Episcopal Church 
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church 
J. M Bonney House 
Marks Block, Sheldahl & Co., Masonic
Hall Building
First National Bank of Buena Vista 
Wright-Sedlinger House 
Kelley-McDonald House 
Marks Block Dean & Brown Mercantile
Co.
U.S. Forest Ranger’s Office
BV Administrative Site #2
Orpheum Theater, Lincoln Building 
Turner Farm 
Krueger Residence
Denver Leadville Gunnison Depot 
Behnam Residence
Jacobs Building, Johnson Building
Marks/Trimmer/Blacker House
Huff/McMicken/Locke House
St. Julien Livery, Buena Vista Ice and
Coal Company, Hi-Way Ice and Coal
Company
Clay/Mear/Ziegler/Wright House
Stewart/Lalonde/Loback House
Pease/Dake/Fay House 
Burger House
Shaffer/Ludwig/Horst House
Calder Block, Wedge Building
White House Liquor
Laurin Skating Rink, Rockee Rollar,
Rolling Wheels Skate Center
Burnside/Ulmer/Tanksley House
Lewis/Lander/Phelps/Roman House
Abernathy/Shackelford/Taber/Russell
House
Ashley/Gabathuler/Dougherty/Aicher
House
Gonsalves/Crocombe/Hallock House
Scott Cabin
Wright/Mallen/Frey/Knuckey/Allinger
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STATE
ID. NUM.

STREET ADDRESS

5CF.2868
5CF.2869

510 Park Lane
218 N. Sangre de Cristo Avenue

5CF.2870
5CF.2871
5CF.2872
5CF.2873
5CF.2877

124 S. San Juan Avenue
111 Tabor Street
203 Tabor Street
207 Tabor Street
Rodeo Road (west of County Road
321)

5CF.3163
5CF.3164
5CF.3165

101 S. Highway 24
109 E. Main Street
108 E. Main Street

5CF.3166

204 E. Main Street

5CF.3167
5CF.3168
5CF.3169
5CF.3170
5CF.3171
5CF.3172
5CF.3173
5CF.3174
5CF.3175
5CF.3176

206 E. Main Street
113 N. Railroad Street
302-304 E. Main St.
308-310 E. Main St.
312 E. Main Street
316 E. Main Street
322 E. Main Street
326 E. Main Street
330 E. Main Street
301 E. Main Street

5CF.3177
5CF.3178
5CF.3179

315 E. Main
331 E. Main Street
402 E. Main Street

5CF.3180
5CF.3181
5CF.3182

420 E. Main Street
429 E. Main Street
103 Court Street

NOTES:

HISTORIC NAME
AND YEAR BUILT

House
Etherton House
McPhelemy Homestead, Tipton-Salley
Farm, Elrod House
Hunt/Determan House
Weeks/Richards/Byers House
Snow/Fetrow House
Cyr Property
Buena Vista Rodeo Grounds,
Collegiate Peaks Stampede Rodeo
Grounds 
Texaco Gas Station
Texaco Gas Station
Matzen’s Barber Shop, Buena Vista
Post Office
Treloar Grocery, Dievendorf’s Grocery,
Cash & Carry Market, Ben Franklin
Halsey Block
Dean & Brown addition
Marks Block
Kettle’s Meat Market Krueger Block
Unknown
Pearl Theater
Schwarz Building Main Hotel
Braun Bakery, Loback’s Bakery
None given
Denver & Rio Grande Western RR
Hospital, Black Hills Club, Commercial
Hotel, Wilbur/Wilber Hotel, Buena
Vista Hotel
None given
Myers & Hamdorf
DeWitt Motor Company, State
Highway Department Building
Palace Manor
U.S. Post Office, Buena Vista
Mountain View Motel

 = listed in the National Register and State Register;  = State Register only.

Buena Vista, Colorado, Historic Resources Survey, 2020-21 Page 9

Figure 3. Buena Vista Resources Surveyed in 2011-13. Front Range surveyed the resources shown on this map, plus the
Buena Vista Rodeo Grounds (not shown) to the south. SOURCE: Simmons and Simmons, Chaffee County, Colorado
Historic Resources Survey, 2011-13 (2013), 13.
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Figure 4. East Main Street Survey Map, 2018. Three Gables Preservation surveyed twenty-three historic properties
within the outlined area. The locations of the individually surveyed properties were not indicated. SOURCE:
Wolfenbarger, Buena Vista Historic Resources Survey: Phase 1 (2018), 6.
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Selective-Intensive Survey
Creation of the Current Survey List. Deon Wolfenbarger, the consultant who conducted the East
Main Street commercial historic buildings survey in 2018, recommended that a future survey
“conduct an intensive-level survey of scattered resources, selecting those that have the highest
level of visible integrity and therefore are the most likely to be eligible for designation.” 1 She
specifically listed nine properties on or adjacent to Cedar Street. Following this guidance, the
Historic Preservation Commission compiled the survey list for this project.
Fieldwork. Survey fieldwork and photography, conducted in September 2020, included
examination of each property for architectural features and design elements, style, building
materials, building condition, plan, setting, and alterations. Outbuildings were also documented,
but many proved difficult to see from the public right-of-way. A fieldwork map for each property,
produced using aerial imagery, was annotated with data on resource locations, building footprints,
and selected landscape features.
Photography. Digital photographs (JPGs) of each property, including individual buildings and
overviews, were taken during fieldwork. File names of images were renamed to include state
identification number, county, city, address, photographer name, date taken, and camera direction.
The Town and History Colorado’s Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation in Denver each
received the image files.
Mapping. The centroid of each property’s primary building (labeled as Resource 1 on sketch maps)
served as the UTM coordinate for each surveyed resource. Location maps were produced from the
project GIS by overlaying the centroid on a digital extract of the appropriate USGS 7.5 minute
quadrangle map: Buena Vista East or Buena Vista West. Using field notes, aerial imagery, and
Assessor building drawings, building footprints were digitized over aerial imagery, and sketch maps
were produced for each property.
Historical Research. Existing historical information about Buena Vista collected for earlier surveys of
Chaffee County and Buena Vista was utilized to research the individual properties, including materials
gathered at Chaffee County and Denver area libraries, government agencies, the Buena Vista Heritage
Museum, and other repositories. Suzy Kelly of Buena Vista Heritage retrieved old appraisal cards for
the subject properties (if available), recommended sources of information to the surveyors, and
answered questions.
The online files of the Chaffee County Assessor in Salida were consulted, including current real estate
appraisal photographs and drawings. The courthouse in Salida was not accessible to the public during
the pandemic. However, Chaffee County made access to iCounty free during the period, permitting
searching and viewing of scanned images of deeds, plats, and other records. Late in the project
Melanie Roth facilitated access to recently scanned versions of the County Clerk’s town lot books,
which greatly aided identification of early landowners.
Manuscript U.S. Census returns for 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, and 1940 were accessed at
Ancestry.com to obtain occupational and demographic characteristics of owners and residents. Other
online databases at Ancestry.com also were consulted, such as the 1885 Colorado State Census,
family trees, World War I draft registration cards, city directories, and digitized newspapers.
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Historic newspapers, including the Chaffee County Republican, Chaffee County Democrat, Chaffee
County Times, Buena Vista Democrat, Buena Vista Herald, and those in other Colorado communities
provided information on the history of the area, biographies of local citizens, obituaries, and
descriptions of some resources. Newspaper articles were accessed on the Colorado Historic
Newspapers website and GenealogyBank.com.
Construction dates of buildings were determined using Chaffee County Assessor data, old appraisal
cards, aerial photographs, newspaper accounts, the 1882 birds-eye-view map of the town,
examination of successive Sanborn fire insurance maps, published books, and deed documents, as
well as through building material clues observed during the field survey. Buena Vista is fortunate in
having Sanborn map coverage for 1883, 1886, 1890, 1896, 1902, 1908, and 1926. Estimated dates of
construction (in some cases expressed as a span of years or before or after a specified year) were
produced for most resources.
Among published histories that include information on the survey area and its residents are: June
Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, comp. and ed., A History of Chaffee County (1982, 2nd ed., 2015); Suzy
Kelly, Buena Vista’s Tales from the Past (2000); Judy Porrata, Buena Vista: A Quick History (1979);
June Shaputis, Where the Bodies Are in Central Chaffee County, Colorado (1995); E.R. Emerson,
“History of Chaffee County,” in History of the Arkansas Valley, Colorado (1881); Virginia McConnell
Simmons, The Upper Arkansas: A Mountain River Valley (1990); and Pat Windolph, ed., Currents of
Change: A New Era for the Upper Arkansas (2005).
Research Challenges. The principal challenge in researching the history of resources in Buena Vista
is the lack of street numbers for most properties until sometime in the 1960s. This makes it
difficult to determine where people actually lived, particularly for individuals who owned more
than one property. This was particularly problematic in the 300 block of Cedar Street. Manuscript
census returns and city directories list residents by street but often this is not enough guidance to
tie a particular person to a property. Another complication occurs when one individual owns
multiple properties and rents them out. James McMicken began buying properties in the late
1880s and owned nineteen within the town by the time he died in 1924, including five recorded in
the current survey. His estate then sold the properties to Grover A. Dobbins and Roy Merrifield,
who continued renting them to tenants for a period of time. Land ownership information does not
provide information on renters’ associations with such properties.
On the survey forms the use of “House” in the historic name indicates that evidence supports a
finding that the person or family lived at the address, whereas the use of “Property” denotes the
person or family owned the parcel and may or may not have actually resided there. The estimated
construction date was compared to ownership information to identify the name of the owner
when the building was erected.
Evaluation of Eligibility. The thirty resources were evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties (SRHP).
The National Register is a national inventory used by public agencies and private citizens which
contains buildings, districts, historic and prehistoric sites, structures, and objects significant on a
national, state, or local level. The program is administered by the National Park Service and
conducted in each state by a state historic preservation office. In Colorado, the Office of Archaeology
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and Historic Preservation of History Colorado administers the National Register program. The criteria
presented in Tables 3 through 5 were used to assess the eligibility of surveyed properties.
Preparation and Distribution of Forms and Report. Following completion of the field survey and
historical research, History Colorado Architectural Inventory forms were prepared for each property.
The surveyors used an MS Access database to input, analyze, and print the forms. The forms include
information on each property’s ownership, location, date of construction, building materials,
architectural description, style, alterations, associated buildings, historical background, construction
history, statement of significance, and sources of information. A sketch map showing the surveyed
area for each resource, a location map consisting of an extract of the USGS quadrangle map, historical
images of the property (if any), and multiple current photographs were also part of each form.
History Colorado assigned a unique state identification number to each property. The numbers are
included on forms and photographs and are referenced in the report. The identification numbers
spanned the range from 5CF.3418 through 5CF.3447.
All of these survey products, together with the final report (this document), were submitted to the
Town and History Colorado for review and comment before production of the final documents.
History Colorado’s Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation transfers the information
generated on the survey forms into its statewide database and houses an original copy of the forms
and survey report. PDF versions of the survey forms and Word and PDF versions of the survey report
were supplied to the Town and History Colorado.
Public Meetings
A virtual kickoff meeting in May 2020 was held to describe the project and answer questions from the
property owners, the public, and members of the Historic Preservation Commission. At the end of the
project a second in-person meeting took place in late July 2021 to present the survey results and
answer questions.
Project Participants and Acknowledgements
R. Laurie Simmons and Thomas H. Simmons of Front Range Research completed research, fieldwork,
and prepared the forms, maps, and the final survey report. Mr. Simmons took color digital images for
the project and created the sketch and location maps. Jenny Deichman, Survey Specialist,
administered the project for the State Historical Fund and reviewed the survey forms and report.
Mark N. Doering, AICP, Principal Planner, represented the Town. Members of the Historic
Preservation Commission, who provided suggestions, answered questions, and reviewed
submissions, consisted of: Katy Welter (Chair), John O’Brien (Vice Chair), Daniel Courtright, Suzy Kelly,
Vic Kuklin, Nancy Locke, Melanie Roth, and Jo Reese (Alternate). The staff of the County Clerk and
Recorder and County Assessor answered questions and provided assistance in gaining access to
research materials. We thank all of these individuals for their assistance.
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Table 3
National Register of Historic Places
Criteria for Evaluation
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present
in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or
B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.
Criteria Considerations
Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or
used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed
historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved
significance within the past 50 years shall not be considered eligible for the National Register. However,
such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within
the following categories:
a. A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or
b. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic
person or event; or
c. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building associated with his or her productive life; or
d. A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events;
or
e. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in
a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure
with the same association has survived; or
f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or
g. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.
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Table 4
State Register of Historic Properties
Criteria for Consideration
Criteria for consideration of properties for nomination and inclusion in the Colorado State Register includes
the following:
A. The association of the property with events that have made a significant contribution to history;
B. The connection of the property with persons significant in history;
C. The apparent distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or artisan;
D. The geographic importance of the property;
E. The possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.

Table 5
Buena Vista Municipal Code, Section 19-7
Criteria for Historic Designation—Structures and Sites
(a) The Commission and Board of Trustees will consider the following criteria in reviewing nominations of
structures and sites for historic designation:
(1) Properties receiving historic designations shall be at least fifty (50) years old, except as otherwise provided
herein, and possess architectural, social, or geographical/environmental importance by meeting at least one
(1) or more of the following:
a. Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period;
b. Is an example of the work of an architect or builder who is recognized for expertise nationally,
statewide, regionally, or locally;
c. Demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value;
d. Represents an innovation in construction, materials, or design;
e. Represents a style particularly associated with the Buena Vista/Chaffee County area;
f. Represents a built environment of a group of people in an era of history;
g. Represents a pattern or grouping of elements representing at least one (1) of the above criteria;
h. Is the site of a historic event that had an effect upon society;
i. Exemplifies cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the community;
j. Represents an association with a notable person or the work of a notable person;
k. Represents a typical example/association with a particular ethnic group;
l. Represents a unique example of an event in Buena Vista's history;
m. Enhances sense of identity of the community;
n. Is an established and familiar natural setting or visual feature of the community;
o. Properties that have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory;
or
p. If the property is less than fifty (50) years old, must demonstrate overwhelming historic significance.
(b) Any site listed on the state or national register of historic places shall be deemed to qualify for local designation
under this Chapter, but shall not be locally designated until an application for nomination is filed and processed
pursuant to this Chapter.
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4

HISTORICAL
OVERVIEW
Introduction 2
Before the coming of the mining frontier in 1859-60 and the arrival of railroads in the 1880s, the
Upper Arkansas Valley served as a summer hunting and camping area for indigenous peoples,
particularly the Utes. The region possessed a relatively mild climate, numerous hot springs, and
plentiful wild game. The earliest Euro-American exploration of the valley was the 1779 expedition of
Spanish explorer Gov. Don Juan Bautista de Anza. The expedition traveled north from New Mexico,
crossed the San Luis Valley, and passed just north of the future site of Salida in the summer of 1779. 3
During the first half of the 1800s, fur trappers and traders traversed the waterways and trails of the
region. The long, wide Arkansas River Valley represented a natural transportation corridor, utilized by
Native Americans and by wagon roads prior to the arrival of the railroads. Trout Creek, Poncha, and
Marshall Passes permitted relatively easy access to the valley.
U.S. military exploration parties visited the region in the first half of the nineteenth century. Tasked to
explore the Louisiana Purchase, Lt. Zebulon Pike entered the valley via Trout Creek Pass and camped
near the future site of Salida on December 26, 1806. Pathfinder John Charles Fremont passed through
the region in 1845, and in the same year, Capt. John W. Gunnison also examined parts of future
Chaffee County. Gunnison explored Poncha Pass and Cochetopa Pass as part of his mission to identify
potential road and railroad routes. 4 The Utes still claimed the area when the first settlers moved in.
Mineral discoveries led to establishment of the first mining camp communities in Chaffee County.
Another group of settlements, including Buena Vista, owed their existence to the coming of the
Denver, South Park & Pacific and Denver & Rio Grande Railroads in 1880.

Early Agricultural Settlement in the Future Area of Buena Vista
As a result of promising mineral discoveries and passage of the 1862 Homestead Act, farmers,
ranchers, and former prospectors claimed land in the vicinity of today’s Buena Vista during the
1860s. The pioneers claimed lands adjacent to the Arkansas River and tributary streams in order to
ensure a good supply of water for cooking and drinking, as well as for raising livestock and crop
irrigation. As the population increased, some settlers grew a few crops and raised animals that
could be sold or traded to nearby communities. When the demand for fresh foods and animal feed
grew in the mining camps during the mid- to late-1860s, early settlers sold foods such as potatoes,
peas, and turnips, as well as meat and hay.
Two areas of settlement identifiable as now within Chaffee County are listed in the 1870 U.S.
Census, Granite (to the north) and Centerville (south of Nathrop). Three notable early farms and
ranches were settled in the Buena Vista vicinity in the 1860s and 1870s. The Mayol/Leonhardy
ranch at Riverside, north of Buena Vista, was established by French-born François “Frank” Mayol in
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1863. He became the first in the area to raise potatoes and other farm products to sell to miners
along the river and at California Gulch. An 1881 publication reported he “soon accumulated quite
a fortune.” 5 George Leonhardy, a native of Switzerland, pursued mining before turning to
ranching. He leased the Mayol Ranch in 1871 and purchased it from Frank Mayol the following
year for the then-large sum of $3,750. 6 Leonhardy expanded the ranch to the extent it was called
“one of the most valuable landed properties in the county” in 1881. 7
Philo M. Weston established a farm about four miles southeast of present-day Buena Vista in
1876. Born in New York, Weston came to Colorado in 1859 to prospect for gold. On his farm
Weston constructed “an elegant stone house” with “all the comforts of an Eastern home,”
according to E.R. Emerson in the History of the Arkansas Valley, Colorado (1881). Weston’s 1878
livestock brand was one of the earlier brands recorded in the county. In 1897 he sold the property,
which later became the State Reformatory’s dairy farm.
Charles Nachtrieb established a ranch three miles south of Buena Vista in 1876, one component of
his extensive ranch holdings. Born in Germany in 1833, he came to the US as a child and moved to
Colorado in 1859. After living in Leadville, he relocated to central Chaffee County in the mid-1860s,
where he built a gristmill and hotel, established a mercantile store, operated a stage stop, and
constructed a sawmill. The settlement became known as Nathrop (an Americanization of
Nachtrieb). He also acquired land and engaged in a large cattle raising operation. After Nachtrieb’s
murder in 1881, his widow carried on their varied enterprises, and the family owned this ranch
until 1936. The Kelly family acquired the property in 1952, and it remains in their family.

Town Creation
Favorable economic conditions in the late 1870s, new prosperity in Leadville, and construction
progress on the Denver, South Park & Pacific Railroad encouraged creation of towns. Maj. William
Marsh Kasson, a well-connected mining operator representing Denver investors, located Buena Vista
in 1879 on the Arkansas River near its confluence with Cottonwood Creek in the shadow of Mount
Princeton. Kasson contacted local settlers about acquiring land for a townsite, and towards this
purpose, residents Alsina Waite Dearheimer, James McPhelemy, and Lawrence Waters donated
acreage. 8
The Buena Vista Land Company organized in August 1879, and an engineer under Kasson’s direction
surveyed the townsite, creating the blocks and lots. The street grid was rotated west of north,
apparently with knowledge of the projected line of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. The Rocky
Mountain News reported Col. G.W. Nicholas, who served as an official of several mining companies,
assisted Kasson. Officers of the Buena Vista Land Company included: Walter S. Cheesman, president;
W. Marsh Kasson, vice president; and Charles Wheeler, secretary and treasurer. 9 Cheesman, a
Denver capitalist, was an investor in six railroads, a board member of the First National Bank and the
Mining Stock Exchange, and an incorporator of Denver water companies. 10 Kasson, described as “an
authority on mines and minerals,” became one of the prominent mining men in Aspen in the 1880s.
After he died in Chicago in May 1893, the Aspen Daily Times described him as “well and favorably
known in Aspen where he was interested in many enterprises.” 11 Charles Wheeler served as an
officer of several Denver-based railroads, including the Denver, South Park & Pacific, and also was a
real estate developer.
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The town received a post office in September 1879, the plat for the townsite was filed in October, and
Buena Vista incorporated the same month. 12 At an October meeting on incorporating the town, the
proposition passed with sixty-three votes. R. Linderman was chosen as the first mayor and a town
board was created. The town’s first ordinance, “to prevent the carrying of concealed weapons,” was
submitted and adopted. 13

Figure 5. This extract of the 1882 birds-eye-view map of Buena Vista (view northwest) illustrates the rapid growth of the
new town. Main Street is the diagonal street extending from the upper left to the lower right, while railroad tracks are
present near the top of the image. The map shows the current survey area from Gold Street on the south to Pinon Street
on the north and from the courthouse on the east to city park on the west. SOURCE: extract of J.J. Stoner, “Buena Vista,
Colorado,” bird’s eye view map (Madison, Wisconsin: J.J. Stoner, 1882).

The Buena Vista Land Company sold town lots and used part of the proceeds on “public
improvements, the building of streets, digging of ditches, so that each street occupied has an
irrigating ditch on one, and on the principal street, on both sides, making possible the growth of
shade trees, of which a large number have been set out, adding greatly to the natural advantages of
the town site.” 14 Several blocks comprised a park traversed by Cottonwood Creek, whose banks were
“shaded by century-old trees and fringed with willow and pine and gnarled pinon.” 15 In November
1879 the Rocky Mountain News reported 300 lots already had been sold and fifty buildings were in
the process of construction. 16
The town company already had completed the Lake Hotel with accommodations for seventy-five to
one hundred guests, a facility that included “a richly furnished bridal suite.” 17 A pioneer later
described this as “the first plastered building in town.” 18 Other early commercial enterprises to open
included Krause & Rollander’s grocery store; Wade, Mead & Co.’s mercantile and feed store, which
also contained the post office; the grocery of J.B. Balder (perhaps a misspelling of I.B. Calder); the
Charles Fish dry goods store; and the grocery of Bartholomew Brothers. In 1879 Buena Vista had “her
quota of saloons,” with the Tivoli receiving notice. L.G. Palmer and C. Dearheimer also opened hotels.
Other businesses included blacksmith shops, harness shops, corrals, feed stables, a newspaper, and a
nearby sawmill. Most of the early commercial buildings exhibited the frame false front construction
found throughout the frontier West.
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Figure 6. This circa 1885-90 view
west down E. Main Street shows
several frame false front buildings
typical of frontier towns. SOURCE:
photograph X-7280, Western
History and Genealogy
Department, Denver Public
Library, Denver, Colorado.

Table 6
Buena Vista Population Trends, 1880-2019
Change
Chaffee
Year Buena Vista Number
Percent
County
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2019

2,141
1,317
1,006
1,041
903
751
779
783
1,806
1,962
2,075
1,752
2,195
2,617
2,866

--824
-311
35
-138
-152
28
4
1,023
156
113
-323
443
422
249

--38.5
-23.6
3.5
-13.3
-16.8
3.7
0.5
130.7
8.6
5.8
-15.6
25.3
19.2
9.5

6,512
6,612
7,085
7,622
7,753
8,126
8,109
7,168
8,298
10,162
13,227
12,633
16,242
17,809
20,356

NOTE: In 1890, the town was not separately enumerated;
the number shown is for the entire precinct. SOURCE: U.S.
Census Bureau, 1880-2019. The 2019 number is an estimate.

As early as November 1879, residents talked openly of moving the county seat from Granite, and the
land company set aside an entire block for the appropriate county buildings. 19 St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Church (5CF.830), a Carpenter Gothic style sanctuary, represents construction accomplished
in that year. The remarkable early growth of Buena Vista was documented by the 1880 US Census,
which recorded a town population of 2,141 (see Table 6).
At the election in November 1880, Buena Vista wrested the county seat from Granite, ensuring its
continued importance within the county and providing another source of jobs and economic activity.
Since Granite refused to give up the official records, a group of Buena Vista men removed them from
the courthouse at gunpoint late at night, along with the furniture and even the heating stove.
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Arrival and Impact of Railroads
The 1877 discovery of silver at Leadville, north of today’s Chaffee County, stimulated railroad building
in the central Rocky Mountains. The race to provide the great silver camp with rail service in the late
1870s and early 1880s sparked a contest among four railroads: the Denver, South Park & Pacific
(DSP&P) and the Denver & Rio Grande (D&RG), both narrow gauge lines; and the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe (AT&SF) and, later, the Colorado Midland Railway, both standard gauge. The railroads were
drawn to Chaffee County by its key location and inviting topography. The county was less significant
as an immediate destination than it was as a passageway to other more lucrative areas. The D&RG
and the DSP&P arrived in Chaffee County in 1880, followed by the Colorado Midland in 1887.
Denver, South Park & Pacific Railroad. Established in 1872, the Denver, South Park & Pacific Railroad
(DSP&P or South Park) pursued a route from Denver to Leadville and became the first railroad to
reach Buena Vista. 20 Railroad historian M.C. Poor concluded that the line was projected on the
general principal “that there was wealth in the mountains and that it would be found.” 21 The
Leadville silver discoveries of 1877 provided the railroad with a relatively close and profitable
objective, and the Rio Grande-Santa Fe conflict over the right to the Royal Gorge route gave the
DSP&P a window of opportunity to reach Leadville first. The railroad’s projected route extended
southwest from Denver up the North Fork of the South Platte River, over Kenosha Pass, across South
Park, via Trout Creek Pass to the Arkansas Valley at Buena Vista, and thence north to Leadville.
Figure 7. The narrow canyon of the
Arkansas River north of Buena Vista
forced the Colorado Midland to
construct a series of tunnels to reach
Leadville. Here, workers pose with a
train just outside Tunnel 13, ca.
1887-1900. Source: William Henry
Jackson photographer, CHS.J3863,
Western History and Genealogy
Department, Denver Public Library,
Denver, Colorado.

The DSP&P reached Buena Vista, thirty-five miles south of Leadville, in March 1880. 22 The 1886
Sanborn fire insurance map shows the D&RG and the DSP&P operating a joint depot (now gone)
between the railroad tracks and Railroad Street, south of Main Street. After the agreement with the
D&RG was terminated, the South Park completed a new depot in 1891, shown on the 1896 Sanborn
map at the northeast corner of E. Main Street and Beldan. Moved twice, the second depot (5CF.1616)
is now located in McPhelemy Park and is listed in the State Register of Historic Properties.
Rather than laying its own tracks north of Buena Vista, the DSP&P gained access to Leadville under a
joint operating agreement with the Rio Grande. The agreement provided that the DSP&P could use
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the D&RG tracks to Leadville for an annual fee and that the D&RG could use DSP&P tracks planned to
be built westward from Buena Vista to Gunnison for an annual fee. The agreement was aimed at
avoiding duplicative and expensive trackbuilding, particularly in the narrow Arkansas River canyon
between Buena Vista and Granite. The DSP&P began regular service between Denver and Leadville
over Rio Grande tracks in early August 1880. Likely uneasy over the durability of the joint operating
agreement, in 1883 the DSP&P decided to build its own line into Leadville from Breckenridge
southward over 11,320’ Fremont Pass. The first DSP&P train arrived in Leadville via the new route in
February 1884. 23
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. The Denver & Rio Grande (D&RG) Railway became the second railroad
to access Buena Vista. Incorporated by General William Jackson Palmer in 1870, the D&RG originally
planned a narrow gauge main line extending from Denver to El Paso, Texas, then proceeding
southward to Mexico City. Great mining discoveries in the central Colorado mountains led the
railroad to postpone its dream of reaching Mexico and focus on building lines westward into the high
country. When Leadville emerged as Colorado’s leading silver region, the D&RG began surveying a
line west from Cañon City. 24 After besting the Santa Fe in the contest for the Royal Gorge, the D&RG
completed a line through the canyon by April 1880 and proceeded along the Arkansas River to its
junction with the South Arkansas River, where it established a station and a townsite. Known initially
as South Arkansas, it was quickly renamed Salida. 25 The Rio Grande pushed a line north through the
Arkansas Valley, reaching Buena Vista in June 1880, and became the first railroad to reach Leadville in
July 1880, with regular service between Denver and Leadville starting in early August.
Colorado Midland Railway. The last railroad to penetrate Chaffee County, the Colorado Midland
Railway, was a relative latecomer onto the railroad scene, but unlike the earlier Denver & Rio Grande
and Denver, South Park & Pacific, it was a standard gauge railroad. Organized in November 1883 by a
group of Denver and Colorado Springs businessmen, the Midland Railway envisioned a line linking
Colorado Springs with Leadville and Aspen. The Midland’s incorporators reasoned its broader gauge
would give it an operational advantage over its narrow gauge competitors in securing a share of
freight traffic from eastern points, which also used standard gauge. 26
In 1886, construction started on the Colorado Midland, including work on the difficult Hagerman
Tunnel under the Continental Divide west of Leadville and on grading and track laying activities
between Colorado Springs and Leadville. The route of the Midland extended west from Colorado
Springs over Ute Pass, up Elevenmile Canyon, into South Park, and then over Trout Creek Pass. 27
Descending into the Upper Arkansas Valley, the Midland’s route paralleled the Denver & Rio Grande
northward, with the line reaching Buena Vista in late July 1887. The narrowness of the canyon north
of Buena Vista prevented laying a second line adjacent to that of the D&RG and necessitated a series
of short tunnels to carry the Midland tracks. The Colorado Midland began service to Leadville in late
August. 28 The Midland developed an important business transporting livestock: “Thanks to vigorous
solicitation by traffic men, plus fast, yet careful handling of stock trains, the Midland quickly became
known as a ‘stockmen’s railroad.’” 29 The Midland, which had been in financial difficulty since the
1890s, was again placed in receivership in 1912 and sold in foreclosure in 1917. The U.S. Railroad
Administration, which operated the nation’s railroads during World War I, rerouted all traffic on the
Colorado Midland to the Rio Grande in May 1918 and ceased all Midland operations in August. The
railroad’s lines west of Divide were abandoned in 1919 and dismantled in 1921. 30
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Continued Town Growth in the 1880s
E.R. Emerson in the 1881 book, History of the Arkansas Valley, Colorado, commented on Buena Vista:
“No more beautiful view can be found than that from this place…. The climate is delightful, the
winters mild and the summer’s heat tempered by the cooling breezes from the surrounding snowcapped mountains.” 31 Stages, including Barlow & Sanderson, connected the town with other parts of
the state until the arrival of the railroads in 1880, and local stage operations continued to provide
service to regions without rail service for several years thereafter. 32 In the early days, when the
railroad ended at Buena Vista, the town was reportedly “the headquarters of gamblers, bunko men
and desperadoes [sic], who put in jeopardy both life and property, and by reason of which it gained
an unenviable reputation abroad that hindered its growth.” 33 An 1881 description of the town
emphasized its change for the better: “a different class holds sway here now, and Buena Vista has
become a prosperous, quiet town, having a large population of cultivated and refined people.” 34
Figure 8. The 1885 Halsey Block
(206 E. Main Street), shown here
in 1892, was one of several twostory brick commercial buildings
the town added in the 1880s.
SOURCE: Louise Steel collection,
in Williamson, Down with Your
Dust (1973).

Figure 9. Buena Vista obtained the
county seat from Granite in 1880
and erected this impressive
courthouse and jail in 1882. The
building is now the home of the
Buena Vista Heritage Museum.
SOURCE: photograph X-7272, circa
1900-10, Western History and
Genealogy Department, Denver
Public Library, Denver, Colorado.
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The first schoolhouse, a two-story brick building, was built in 1881, replacing a private house
previously used for classes. In February of that year the town boasted a population of over 2,500,
three churches and a newspaper, the Chaffee County Times, published by Leonard and Logan, with
associate editor, Mrs. Agnes Leonard Hill. 35 A fine Italianate style county courthouse and jail (5CF.140)
costing $25,000 was built in 1882. That year witnessed construction of a number of important stillstanding buildings marking another stage in the town’s maturity: the Italianate style First National
Bank (5CF.315) and Gothic Revival style Grace Episcopal Church (5CF.141). East Main Street gained
several important two-story, brick commercial buildings in the 1880s, including the First National
Bank (1883, 210 E. Main), Calder Block (1883, number 111), Halsey Block (1885, number 206), Marks
Block (1885, number 306), and Schwarz Building (1887, number 322).
In 1889 an institution was authorized that would have an enduring impact on the town. The Colorado
State Legislature appropriated funds to build a State Reformatory at Buena Vista, bringing jobs as well
as the benefits of inmate labor to the area. The first cells were completed and available for occupancy
in 1896. Young prisoners from the Cañon City penitentiary prepared the land and built fences and
temporary buildings, quarrying stone and manufacturing their own bricks. The reformatory was built
to serve young male offenders (usually sixteen to twenty-five) who were convicted of crimes other
than murder or voluntary manslaughter. Common offenses included grand larceny, burglary, and
forgery.
The goal of the institution was to reform and rehabilitate the young inmates into productive
members of society. Prisoners were given schooling, vocational training, and the chance to shorten
their stays through good behavior. The prisoners were divided into three grades based on their
behavior, with corresponding degrees of freedom and privileges. In 1926 the Reformatory established
a 480-acre dairy farm on the former Philo M. Weston farm (5CF.400) southeast of Buena Vista.
Longtime Salida resident James L. Treat states the reformatory once had one of the finest Holstein
dairy herds in the state. 36 From an inmate population of about 150 in 1919-20, the Reformatory
expanded and housed more than five hundred by 1964.
Figure 10. Maggie R. and Isaac N.
Barrett appear to have built this
Late Victorian-style house circa
1881-82 at 305 Cedar Street
(5CF.3419). SOURCE: Chaffee
County Assessor appraisal card
photograph, circa 1980s, Buena
Vista Heritage Museum, Buena
Vista, Colorado.

Surveyed Resources of the Period. Some of Buena Vista’s earliest housing stock was included in the
current historic building survey, with half (fifteen) of the surveyed resources erected prior to 1890.
Many were built along Cedar Street and are shown on the 1882 birds-eye-view map of the town. The
properties built during this period include: 320 Cedar Street (1881, 5CF.3422); 305 Cedar Street (ca.
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1881-82, 5CF.3419); 309 Cedar Street (ca. 1881-82, 5CF.3420); 406 Cedar Street (ca. 1881-82,
5CF.3425); 330 Cedar Street (ca. 1880-82, 5CF.3424); 328 Cedar Street (pre-1882, 5CF.3423); 207 N.
Colorado Avenue (ca. 1882-83, 5CF.3433); 213 S. Colorado Avenue (ca. 1882-83, 5CF.3438); 301 S.
Colorado Avenue (1883, 5CF.3440); 430 Cedar Street (1885, 5CF.3426); 406 Pinon Street (ca. 1882-86,
5CF.3442); 209 S. Colorado Avenue (pre-1887, 5CF.3437); 119 N. Colorado Avenue (ca. 1886-90,
5CF.3431); 209 N. Colorado Avenue (ca. 1886-90, 5CF.3434); and 501 Cedar Street (pre-1890,
5CF.3427).

Early Tourism in the Buena Vista Area
With its beautiful scenery, desirable climate, accessible location, and proximity to hot springs and
multiple other opportunities for recreation, Buena Vista attracted tourists from its early days. In
1881, E.R. Emerson remarked upon Chaffee County’s tourism potential, noting the local hot springs,
the plentiful supply of trout and game, and the spectacular scenery “grand and beautiful beyond the
power of description.” 37 Many came to view, hike, and climb in the region’s spectacular mountains.
An 1890 account in the Buena Vista Democrat chronicled a hike up Mt. Princeton by two young men
from Iowa:
After several hours of toilsome walking, jumping and creeping along the loose and slippery
sides of the huge mountain [the hikers] were compensated for all their laborious effort in
standing on the summit of the celebrated Princeton, and enjoying the most magnificent
spectacle on American soil. . . . The incomparable grandeur of the scene spread out in every
direction making a picture ever to be remembered. 38
The railroads serving Buena Vista emphasized tourism opportunities to their passengers. For example,
the Denver, South Park & Pacific’s passenger department issued pamphlets describing the line’s
“unsurpassed scenery” to encourage tourist travel. One 32-page brochure published in 1896 featured
“South Park and Alpine Pass” and described fishing and hunting and vacation and health resorts along
the route. 39
Figure 11. The Cottonwood Hot
Springs west of town became a
tourist destination in the early
1880s. SOURCE: historic postcard
view, Tom and Laurie Simmons
historic postcard image collection,
postmark 1909, Denver, Colorado.

Early efforts were made to develop the area’s hot springs as tourist destinations. By 1881, the
Cottonwood Hot Springs, roughly five miles west of Buena Vista, were in operation under the
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management of G.K. Hartenstein and Mrs. J.A.D. Adams, M.D., in a “large, roomy and airy”
building. In 1884, proprietor W.P. Newhard advertised that the “waters of these Hot Springs are
Celebrated for the cure of Rheumatism, Cutaneous Diseases and all Lung and Liver Complaints.” 40
The initial hotel burned in 1885 and the Buena Vista Democrat lamented the loss: “This disaster is
a bad blow to our town for the present. The Springs were becoming notoriously famous and loads
of visitors were enjoying the blessings of its waters.” 41
A new two-and-half-story frame hotel was erected and the name changed to the Buena Vista Hot
Springs. An 1892 advertisement described the facility as “a delightful resort for invalids, tourists
and pleasure seekers.” 42 George W. Alden was the proprietor in 1893, when the resort featured
“fifty finely furnished rooms, and also large plunge baths, as well a tub and vapor baths.” His
advertisement advised “those afflicted with rheumatism, colds, coughs, lung troubles, lead
poisoning, etc., would do well to visit these springs.” 43 In 1913, the second building was destroyed
in a fire, possibly to collect insurance coverage. 44

Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Town Developments
In the late nineteenth century, Buena Vista continued its role as a service and supply center for
northern Chaffee County. The town’s population dropped between 1880 and 1890, falling from
2,141 to about 1,317. The 1880 population figure may have reflected a bubble associated with the
peak of railroad building in the valley.
Agriculture continued to be a pilar of the local economy. In 1891 the Buena Vista Herald
announced the South Arkansas Valley was under a “high state of cultivation,” with “well tilled
farms, commodious barns and stables, orchards, and schoolhouses that reminded the writer of
“well settled and thrifty sections of the east ….” 45 In the 1890s Chaffee County farmers grew crops
of oats, wheat, barley, rye, field peas, beans, potatoes, and a small amount of other vegetables, as
well as alfalfa, clover, and timothy. Large amounts of field peas were grown for feeding cattle.
Several farms included orchards as part of their production. In January 1891 the Buena Vista
Herald judged, “There is an abundance of water for all of the farming land in the valley . . . .” 46
The 1891 newspaper article also noted stock raising was a growing industry, with grazing lands
covered with nutritious native grasses on which stock fed year-round. Although cattle remained
the focus of many ranches, they were raised in smaller herds and were of good, blooded stock.
Stockmen were improving their herds by “grading them up” with thoroughbreds. Some of the
ranchmen were trying to raise small fruits such as currants, gooseberries, raspberries, and
strawberries. Thoroughbred horses also were raised in the valley. 47 Ranchers still faced the whims
of nature, with severe winter weather causing losses. The Panic of 1893 resulted in widespread
economic dislocation that impacted markets of farmers and ranchers, a situation not fully resolved
until the end of the decade.
Buena Vista was never a mining town, as such, but a number of important mining areas were located
in the western edge of the county along streams emerging from the Sawatch Range. 48 Among the
county’s mining districts were Chalk Creek (along the stream of that name), Garfield/Monarch (along
the South Arkansas River), La Plata/Winfield (along Clear Creek), and Turret, north of Salida. Mining
activity increased the general economic vitality of Buena Vista as a service and supply center,
especially in regard to railroad operations transporting mining equipment and ore. In broad
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perspective, Chaffee County’s mineral output, while respectable, was not sufficient to place it among
the top mineral-producing counties in Colorado. 49 A compilation by Charles W. Henderson in 1926
ranked the value of Chaffee County’s mineral output thirteenth in the state for the period 1859-1923.
The total value of recovered gold, silver, copper, lead, and zinc totaled $21.5 million. 50
The 1893 Silver Panic had a profound impact on Buena Vista and most of the rest of the state, with
thousands of workers across Colorado losing their jobs and businesses closing. The retraction in
mining resulted in dramatic losses to previously prosperous enterprises in town. For example, Miss
Anna Calder, who with her brother erected the two-story brick Calder Block at 111 East Main Street
(5CF.2858) in 1883 and operated a successful millinery shop there, was forced to close her store and
liquidate her stock, but somehow managed to retain ownership of her building and start over in
business. Cattle grower and real estate investor James McMicken started buying houses in Buena
Vista in the 1880s, held onto them during the economic downturn, and retained nineteen by the time
of his death in 1924 (see Figure 12).
The 1900 U.S. Census found 1,006 people residing in Buena Vista, less than half the number recorded
in 1880. The 1910 census recorded a slight uptick with 1,041 inhabitants enumerated. A new
development in area mining came in about 1900 when the Buena Vista Smelting and Refining
Company established a matting furnace smelter on the outskirts of the town. Historian James E. Fell
estimated as many as 300 small-scale smelters were established in the central mountains of Colorado
in the early 1880s with limited success. The only sizable smelters in Chaffee County were at Salida and
Buena Vista. 51 The Buena Vista facility was described as a 125-ton smelter that employed twenty-five
men and processed gold, silver, and copper ores. The smelter treated ores from such mines as the
Mary Murphy on Chalk Creek, the Sedalia copper mine north of Salida, and the Mike and Star mines
of Leadville. The company also acquired mining claims in the Chalk Creek district to supply it with ore.
The enterprise was short-lived. The Colorado Springs Weekly Gazette reported a fire destroyed the
facility in December 1901. A Denver Times article in June 1902 confirmed the Buena Vista Smelter was
closed. Cinders from the smelting operation were later used to produce cinderblocks used in area
construction. 52
The creation of federal forest reserves beginning in the early 1890s would play a continuing role in
Buena Vista history. Starting with settlement, the county’s forests were important in providing
timber for buildings, fences, and railroad ties. The San Isabel Reserve, covering parts of Chaffee
County, was established in 1902, with national forest designation achieved in 1907. The creation
of forest reserves received fairly widespread support in Colorado. However, some groups,
including many ranchers and lumbermen, feared the loss of private control over lands they
traditionally utilized. Cattlemen in some parts of the state were among the most vocal opponents
of the reserves. The issue was of primary importance in Chaffee County, where a large amount of
land was within the national forest. 53 Grazing permits at first included a flat annual rate per head
per month; by 1927 fees were calculated based on the worth of individual ranges. 54 The national
forests would emerge as important recreational resources in the second half of the twentieth
century.
Surveyed Resources of the Period. Six surveyed houses were constructed between 1891 and 1908.
William S. Spencer built the Queen Anne-style cottage at 319 Cedar Street (5CF.3421) in 1891. The
residence at 115 N. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3430) dates to between 1896 and 1902. Two other
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Figure 12. At the time of his death in 1924, James McMicken
owned nineteen houses in Buena Vista, acquiring them over
the years and renting them out to generate income.
Newspaper articles and a 1931 bill of sale for furniture,
household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as
“the McMicken houses,” which were located in blocks 2, 4, 10,
53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these
properties are included in the 2020-21 historic buildings
survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202
South Colorado Avenue.
Information on McMicken is somewhat cloudy due to varied
ways of referencing his name. James McMicken appears to
have been born in Michigan in 1848. He married Gertrude M.
Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They
became parents of a daughter, Gertrude Bell McMicken, born
in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 James McMicken lived in
Gunnison, Colorado, where he operated a livery, feed, and
sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active
in freighting, road grading, and cattle and horse raising. An
1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of the
cattle kings of Chaffee county.”
SOURCE: Porrata, Buena Vista: A Quick History
(1979), 56.

In the late 1880s McMicken started acquiring properties for
rental in Buena Vista. By 1890 the Leadville Daily Chronicle
made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s
houses, on Cedar street” in Buena Vista. In 1907 McMicken
formed a business partnership with William W. Fay of Buena
Vista. The two men stated they would “give their personal
attention to parties who wish to make large sales, or those
who wish to invest. We are not in the moonshine business
[foolish talk or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat
schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer and seller together. Our
territory will be confined strictly to the planet, we will
arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata reported that
McMicken’s advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and
Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.”
The 1910 census recorded James McMicken living on Cedar
Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the Chaffee
County Democrat reported McMicken had a residence on N.
Gunnison Avenue. He was hospitalized for three years in
Pueblo before his death in 1924. Granddaughter Virginia
Gertrude Parks inherited McMicken’s properties and sold
them in 1925 to Grover A. Dobbins and Roy Merrifield.
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dwellings were erected between 1902 and 1908 at 202 N. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3432) and 202 S.
Colorado Avenue (5CF.3436). The house at 410 Pinon Street (5CF.3443), also erected circa 190208, reflects the Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements style.
Figure 13. William S. Spencer, a
businessman and town official,
erected the Queen Anne-style
cottage at 319 Cedar Street
(5CF.3421) in 1891. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor appraisal
card photograph, circa 1949,
Buena Vista Heritage Museum,
Buena Vista, Colorado.

The 1920s and 1930s: Head Lettuce Booms and a Rodeo Is Born
Buena Vista recorded a drop in population from 1,041 in 1910 to 903 in 1920. The town suffered a
setback in 1928, when Salida, with a population of about 5,000, became the county seat. The move
entailed significant economic impacts on both towns. County seats draw individuals transacting
business with the county on land, motor vehicle, voting, and legal matters. Companies and
professionals focusing in these areas, including law, insurance, and abstracting, tend to locate in
county seats. Visitors to county seats tend to spend money acquiring goods or services and increase
the town’s general level of economic activity.
Bright spots for Buena Vista in the 1920s was the cultivation and shipping of head lettuce and the
establishment of an associated celebration/rodeo. Buena Vista was described in the 1920s as “the
Center of the Head Lettuce producing district of Colorado, and the leading shipping point for this
product in the state.” 55 The growing of head lettuce in central Colorado, especially in the Buena Vista
area, started in 1919 after G.D. Isabell surveyed land along the route of the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad and found that the altitude, soil, and water available from irrigation was ideal for its
cultivation. Journalist Christopher Kolomitz reported in 2014 that the Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce
Association (CCLA) formed in 1921 to “receive, grade, pack and load the produce but not sell it. Sales
were handled by the American Fruit Growers, Inc.” 56 The Buena Vista lettuce was marketed under
the name “Buena Kist.”
CCLA was headquartered in Buena Vista and built several buildings related to shipping lettuce. The
west part of the building at 203 N. Railroad Street (5CF.3445) was erected in the late 1920s (post1926) by the CCLA, who reportedly used it for the assembly of wood lettuce crates. Other CCLA
facilities included a large 1922 building adjacent to the railroad tracks on the west side of Railroad
Street at Pinon, used for box material storage, box building, and an ice house (now gone). By 1922
roughly 1,500 acres of land in the Buena Vista area were raising lettuce, and 163 carloads were
shipped. Returns as high as $500 an acre were reported. By 1923, according to the Chaffee County
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Republican, there were very few farmers in the vicinity who did not have acreage planted with head
lettuce, which achieved “unsurpassed quality and flavor” in the mountain valleys. Local farmers
believed the market for lettuce would grow and become one of the most important for their
products. 57
Figure 14. The Colorado Co-Operative
Lettuce Association was established and
headquartered in Buena Vista in the
1920s and built facilities for the
shipping of head lettuce by railroad. The
building at the left is the west part of
today’s 203 N. Railroad Street. The false
front building was later moved to
another location. SOURCE: Chaffee
County Times, July 3, 2020.

Kolowitz described the lettuce shipping process: “During harvest, lettuce was cut from the field and
trucked to a loading platform, where it was packed two dozen heads per crate and covered with ice.
With ice filling the bunkers of the railcars, and with renewal along the way, Colorado lettuce was
arriving at Eastern destinations firm and crisp.” The CCLA had 65 members by 1929.
To celebrate the success of its important new crop, Buena Vista created Head Lettuce Day, first held
on September 4, 1922. The one-day event marked the culmination of the growing season for head
lettuce, field peas, and other vegetables produced in the vicinity. In the beginning the celebration
included a picnic, a baseball tournament, a few foot and horse races, a stock show featuring State
Reformatory animals, and a beef barbecue. Organizers decided to make it an annual event, with
participants enjoying displays of farm produce (fresh and canned), merchants’ exhibits, an expanded
stock show, a large parade, fireworks, a celebration dance, baseball and other athletic contests, and
horse and foot races.
In 1925 the county fair was held in conjunction with Head Lettuce Day. The event grew in scope, and
a grandstand and race track were built as the activities focused more on the rodeo and racing. Known
as “The Best One Day Rodeo in Colorado,” the celebration offered attendees free barbecued beef
sandwiches (with the meat cooked in large Colorado Reformatory ovens), half a head of lettuce, and
coffee. In 1940, the Town of Buena Vista constructed a new rodeo grounds, receiving a Works
Projects Administration (WPA) grant for construction of a still-standing grandstand (5CF.2877). Now
known as the Collegiate Peaks Stampede Rodeo and held in July, the Buena Vista event is the second
oldest in Colorado. 58
Lettuce was not the only focus of Buena Vista area agriculture in the 1920s. Farmers in the vicinity
produced hardy cereals and hay, including wheat, oats, rye, barley, and field peas that flourished in
the local climate, along with crops of timothy, clover, and native hays from the meadows. Alfalfa
crops were harvested twice per year, and “some of the finest potatoes of the state” were grown. The
town continued as an important supply and shipping point for farmers and ranchers.
Buena Vista also served as a shipping point for cattle fattened on the range, but due to falling
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prices farmers also focused on other products. Thousands of hogs were raised on the pea fields,
and “Pigs and Peas” provided profit for farmers. 59 Due to falling prices for cattle and the break-up
of large ranges and herds, many agricultural operations pursued diversified farming during the
1920s. Dairying increased in importance due to continuing demand, especially for cream, locally as
well as in markets in Pueblo, Salida, Grand Junction, Colorado Springs, and Denver. The Chaffee
County Republican reported, “Conditions in this valley are ideal for the dairying industry.” 60 These
conditions included pure water from mountain springs, plentiful grain harvests, meadows of native
grasses, cool nights, and other essential factors for production of top quality milk. Farmers were
reported to be increasing the quality of their herds through better breeding.
By 1930, Chaffee County ranked 31st in population, 23rd in the value of its bank deposits, and 48th
in agriculture values among the state’s 63 counties. The county included 25,062 acres of irrigated
land and 74,892 acres of grazing land, an increase of more than 13,000 acres above 1914. Values
for horses, range cattle, and milk cows had dropped steadily since 1919. National forests
encompassed 61.26 percent of the total land in the county. In 1937 the town received a ranger
station at 410 E. Main Street (5CF. 828). It served as an office for the Forest Ranger for the (then)
Cochetopa National Forest, which was created in 1908. 61
Figure 15. Webb’s Modern Cottages
(later the Mountain View Motel),
shown in this circa late 1920s-early
1930s view, offered tourist
accommodations in the 100 block
of S. Colorado Avenue, then the
route of the highway through town.
SOURCE: historic postcard view,
Tom and Laurie Simmons historic
postcard image collection, undated,
Denver, Colorado.

Transportation Improvements Support Tourism and Recreation
In the early twentieth century, the regional economy encompassed a diversity of enterprises, with
tourism and recreation increasing in importance. In the 1920s some of the tourist activities
included taking in the surrounding mountain scenery, mountain climbing and hiking, and soaking
in “three of the ‘hottest’ hot springs in North America.” As the Pueblo Star-Journal observed, “If
you are seeking health and recreation, here is a place where the summer days are never hot and in
this cool clear atmosphere you’ll sleep well under blankets every night. If you are a fisherman, you
can tickle the elusive trout in Cottonwood creek and its tributaries, extending thru the valley up
into the mountains to the Continental Divide.” 62
Chaffee County’s tourist scene gained several dude ranches in the early twentieth century.
According to Robert Venuti, Sr., head of the Colorado Dude Ranchers Association, the idea of dude
or guest ranching took off during the 1915-20 period. Ranchers saw paying guests as a means of
supplementing their income: “Facilities were added to the original cattle ranches and extra people
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were employed during the season to assist the regular ranch staff in caring for the visitors. The
guest was the center of activity. The dude ranch industry was born.” 63
In the Buena Vista area, Chicagoans Jack W. and Harriet Fleming Riedel established Riedel’s Ranch
about five miles west of town in 1930. A brochure described the facility as “A typical Western
home with the friendly hospitality for which the West is famous. Situated in the heart of the
Rockies at the foot of Mount Princeton in the Upper Arkansas Valley.” Entertainment included
hiking trips, horseback riding, auto trips, fishing, bridge games, and songs around the fire. 64
Completion and improvement of highways encouraged visitors from across the state and nation to
come enjoy the central Colorado mountains. Buena Vista was located on the circa 1912-14 Pikes
Peak-Ocean to Ocean Highway (PP-OO), one of many efforts of the era that selected and packaged
existing roadways into a named route. The transcontinental PP-OO extended from New York to Los
Angeles. Within Buena Vista the route entered on S. Court Avenue, turned west on E. Main Street,
and then north on N. Colorado Avenue. Webb’s Modern Cottages (later the Mountain View Motel)
provided tourist accommodations in the 100 block of S. Colorado Avenue and appear to have
contained thirteen units. 65 Webb’s widow sold all of the furnishings and equipment at the
cottages to Richard Cummings in 1936.
Figure 16. In 1937 Catherine L. and
Walter W. Telfer built this Minimal
Traditional form house at 303
Cedar Street (5CF.3418). SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor appraisal
card photograph, circa 1980s,
Buena Vista Heritage Museum,
Buena Vista, Colorado.

New Deal highway funding during the Great Depression made road improvements, including
straightening and hard-surfacing, possible in the 1930s. US 24 through Buena Vista was realigned
in about 1936, passing along the west edge of downtown. The highway was paved by 1941, and
Buena Vista residents created tourist camps, motels, service stations, and garages along US 24 in
response to the growing numbers of visitors to the area. Historian Lisa Schoch reports that US 24
in Colorado “became one of the state’s most important tourist routes, particularly throughout the
1930s and 1940s.” 66
Surveyed Resources of the 1920s and 1930s. William H. Webb, who operated Webb’s Modern
Cottages, built the house at 518 Cedar Street (5CF.3428) in 1928, which is included in the current
survey. Webb was born in Mississippi in 1881, and he and his wife, Fannie, came to Buena Vista in
1923 where they acquired Doyle Undertakers and renamed it the Webb Hotel and Undertaking
Parlor. Following the death of her husband in 1932, Fannie continued the business until 1954.
The dwelling at 323 Chestnut Street (5CF.3429) (now greatly modified) was erected circa 1922-26.
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Figure 17. The changing face of E. Main Street is shown in these two views west, circa 1944 (top) and circa 1956
(bottom). SOURCES: Sanborn Company, number W-3345 (top) and Rocky Mountain View Company, number M2066 (bottom), Tom and Laurie Simmons historic postcard image collection, postmark 1956, Denver, Colorado.

The Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association warehouse at 203 N. Railroad Street (5CF.3445,
discussed above) dates to the late 1920s (post-1926); it received a large east addition circa 195469. The Minimal Traditional form house at 303 Cedar Street (5CF.3418) dates to 1937.

Early Post-World War II Developments
After suffering a 17 percent drop in population during the 1920s, Buena Vista’s population
stagnated between 1930 and 1950, with fewer than eight hundred residents enumerated in each
census. This pattern was broken in the 1950s, when the town population more than doubled, from
783 inhabitants to 1,806 in 1960. The 1950s witnessed the platting of new subdivisions in the
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town. Percy J. and Clara B. Esgar created Esgar’s Addition in 1956 and soon transferred ownership
to the Dick Winter Construction Company. The addition was situated west of US 24 and south of
Oak Street. The subdivision was centered on curving Park Lane and featured single-family Ranch
form houses, typified by one-story height, broad façade, hipped roof, picture window, and minimal
ornamentation.
Figure 18. The Settle Motel
(later the Topaz Lodge) on US
24 was one of several motels
providing tourist lodgings in
Buena Vista. SOURCE:
postcard view, circa 1950s,
Tom and Laurie Simmons
historic postcard image
collection, Denver, Colorado.

Many of Esgar’s original inhabitants worked at the Climax Molybdenum Mine in Lake County. 67
Climax was a mine and company town known for its huge deposit of molybdenum ore. The mine
boomed during World War II, when the War Production Board ordered it into emergency
production because molybdenum (used in steelmaking) was deemed a strategic metal needed to
win the war. Around 1960, the company sold all of the facility’s houses and moved them out of the
area in order to expand mining operations. This decision stimulated growth in Buena Vista.
Another 1950s subdivision was Collegiate Heights on the east side of US 24 south of Marquette
Avenue. It featured a wedge-shaped layout with arcs of streets.
Main Street businesses adapted to the changing postwar economy, offering new sources of
entertainment and ways to spend money. Several motels aimed at the tourist trade were located
along US 24, including the Freeman Motel, Moline Motel, and Settle Motel (later the Topaz Lodge).
Another example of this trend was the construction of a roller skating rink in 1954, reportedly
motivated in part by a desire to provide a recreational attraction for soldiers who visited Buena
Vista from Camp Hale, which continued to be used for military training until 1965. In the 1950s
roller skating enjoyed great popularity. Local residents Raymond Stauffer and Frank Strah are
believed to have constructed the unusual barrel roof building at 327 East Main Street, originally
known as the Laurin Skating Rink (5CF.2860). 68 The town gained a drive-in movie theater in 1967,
when the Comanche (5CF. 2874) opened three miles west of town.
During these decades, Chaffee County recreational opportunities, including skiing, hiking, biking,
horseback riding, rock climbing, fishing, hunting, hot springs, rafting, and kayaking, continued to grow
in importance. The rapids of the Arkansas River attracted growing numbers of rafters and kayakers
after World War II. In 1949, Salida created a summer boat race as a means of increasing tourism. In
the beginning, the race started just above the F Street Bridge and ended in Canon City, “a grueling 56Buena Vista, Colorado, Historic Resources Survey, 2020-21 Page 34

mile race involving lengthy portages in the Royal Gorge.” By the third year, a twenty-six-mile course
had been established and the festival was known as FIBArk for “First in Boating on the Arkansas River
Klub.” During the 1950s the D&RGW ran special trains from Denver that arrived in Salida by lunchtime
and then turned around to follow the kayakers down the Arkansas Canyon. 69
Surveyed Resources of the Period. Three houses included in the current survey date to this period:
243 Tabor Street (5CF.3447) built in 1949; a 1954 log house erected at 219 S. Colorado Avenue
(5CF.3439); and a Modern Movement-style house at 637 E. Main Street built in 1967 (5CF.3441).
Figure 19. State Reformatory guard
Carl A. Schutz and his wife, Evelyn
Mae, constructed this log house at
219 S. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3439)
in 1954. SOURCE: Chaffee County
Assessor appraisal card photograph,
circa 1980s, Buena Vista Heritage
Museum, Buena Vista, Colorado.

The Late Twentieth and Early Twenty-first Centuries in Buena Vista
Buena Vista population growth in the late twentieth century generally trended upward, increasing
from 1,806 in 1960 to 2,075 in 1980. Following a dip to 1,752 persons in 1990, the population has
steadily grown each census, reaching 2,866 in 2019, for a 64 percent increase for the entire period.
A major transportation milestone for Buena Vista took place in late 1996, when the former Denver
& Rio Grande line through the Arkansas Valley was placed “out of service” after the Southern
Pacific’s merger with the Union Pacific. The 2012 Colorado rail plan deemed the Cañon CityTennessee Pass route a rail “corridor of significance.” 70 Preservation of the line would provide an
alternative to the Moffat Tunnel for east-west rail traffic and offer the potential for rail tourism.
Recreational opportunities continued to increase during the era, including biking, climbing, fishing,
hiking, hunting, and water sports. The 1990 Arkansas Headwaters Recreational Area comprised a
cooperative effort between the Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the US Bureau of Land Management,
and the US Forest Service Division to provide camping sites, whitewater rafting, kayaking, hiking, and
fishing in the river valley from Leadville to Pueblo. The initiative created a management plan for the
river that balanced the interests of diverse users. In 2015, President Barack Obama designated the
Brown’s Canyon National Monument south of Buena Vista. The 21,500-acre tract offers visitors
fishing, hiking, wildlife viewing, and scenic cliffs. 71
Rafting and kayaking grew in popularity, with the Arkansas River between Buena Vista and Canon City
comprising the most heavily used river segment in the state. Rafting passenger trips increased from
208,000 rider days in 1988 to 428,000 in 1995, with half of all trips occurring below Buena Vista and
Salida. 72 Colorado Kayak Supply, a retail kayak and paddle sport specialty store, occupied the old
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Laurin Skating Rink at 327 E. Main Street (5CF.2830) in 2004. CKS, began sponsoring the annual
“Paddlefest” that year as a celebration of the summer recreational season. 73 Brother and sister Jed
and Katie Selby, professional kayakers, donated an area along the river south of downtown to the
town for development into a whitewater rafting park. The facility includes artificial rafting structures,
climbing walls, and trails. Jed Selby explained the plan in 2004: “I saw this stretch of river, and I
thought, ‘This could be the best play park in the world.’” 74
The Selbys were also behind a major development in Buena Vista in the 2000s-2010s, the South Main
New Urbanist area on the river southeast of downtown. The planned 315-unit project on nearly forty
acres features high density land use with a mix of houses, commercial, office, public spaces, and the
Surf Chateau hotel. Katie Selby noted that “all we did was extend the town’s historic grid from
downtown to the river.” 75 Another expansion in the town’s housing stock came with the Selby at
Cedar development, where Jed Selby constructed a dozen small, narrow, frame cottages in the 500
block of Cedar Street. 76
The sale of water rights to metropolitan areas during the latter twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries profoundly limited traditional ranching in many parts of the state. Nonetheless, a number of
the ranches established in the pioneer days of Chaffee County continue to operate successfully,
evolving from rustic homesteads in sparsely settled areas to modern agricultural complexes
encompassing historic buildings passed down through generations.
Buena Vista continues to strive to retain its small town atmosphere, sense of place featuring
significant historic buildings in a western landscape, while fostering dynamic cultural opportunities
and a healthy local economy. Buena Vista remains known for its beautiful scenery and recreational
opportunities.
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5

RESULTS
Eligible Individual Resources
The 2020-21 historic resources survey of Buena Vista documented thirty properties on Architectural
Inventory forms. One important goal of historic buildings surveys is to determine if the surveyed
resources meet significance criteria making them eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places, the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties, or as local landmarks. The criteria for the
three registers are broadly similar, including such areas of significance as history, association with a
significant person, architecture, or archaeology (see Tables 3 through 5, earlier).
The National Register is the official federal list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. A property can be
significant at the local, state, or national level, with most properties listed at the local level. To qualify
for listing in the National Register, properties generally must be at least fifty years old and possess
historic significance and physical integrity. The eligibility assessments are presented in Tables 7 and 8
and are discussed below.
National Register of Historic Properties. One resource, was assessed as potentially eligible for listing in
the National and State Registers.
•

319 Cedar Street (5CF.3421, 1891). The dwelling was built in 1891 by William S. Spencer, a
builder, meat market operator, and holder of various town and county governmental
positions. The house is the most intact resource included in the survey. The dwelling is
evaluated as potentially eligible for its Architecture, as a well-preserved example of a Late
Victorian/Queen Anne brick cottage, as reflected in its elaborately ornamented porch
(including frieze, decorative brackets with spokes, pendants, and turned spindle support),
decorative shingles on the gable faces, segmental arched windows, and corbelled brick
chimneys.

State Register of Historic Properties. Two additional resources were evaluated as potentially eligible
for listing in the State Register but not the National Register:
•

•

501 Cedar Street (5CF.3427, pre-1890). The Peltas, a Jewish mercantile family, were long-term
owners/residents of the house from 1893 to 1941, including: merchant tailor Joseph H. (18931901); Rebecca Pelta (wife of his son Edward, 1901-1925); barber Edward Pelta (1925-28); and
Frances S. Pelta (Edward’s second wife, 1928-41). While displaying a nonhistoric east addition
and large front window, the house retains more original elements than most properties
included in the 2020-21 historic buildings survey, including narrow lap wood siding, porch
components, and two-over-two-wood windows. It is evaluated as potentially eligible to the
State Register in the area of Architecture and Ethnic Heritage/European.
410 Pinon Street (5CF.3443, ca. 1902-08). This one-story, front gable roof dwelling displays
wood shingled walls and original wood casement windows. It is assessed as potentially eligible
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for its Architecture as an example of the Late 19th and Early 20th Century American
Movements style.
Buena Vista Local Landmarks. The Town historic preservation ordinance does not explicitly require
that a property retain historic integrity for local eligibility. The assessment of local landmark eligibility
was made without taking historic integrity into consideration. 77 The three properties assessed as
National Register- or State Register-eligible discussed above also were evaluated as potential local
landmarks. Five additional properties were evaluated as eligible only as local landmarks:
•
•
•
•
•

119 N. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3431, ca. 1886-90)
219 S. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3439, 1954)
301 S. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3440, 1883)
424 Pinon Street (5CF.3444, ca. 1954-75)
203 N. Railroad Street (5CF.3445, late 1920s and ca. 1954-69)

Historic Integrity. Historic integrity is defined as “the ability of a property to convey its significance,”
and the evaluation of integrity “must always be grounded in an understanding of a property’s physical
features and how they relate to its significance.” National Register Bulletin 15 contains an extensive
discussion of the concept and lists seven aspects of integrity that must be considered in assessing a
property: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. If historic
integrity were required for local Buena Vista landmarks, it is unlikely that any resources beyond the
three National and/or State properties would have been identified.
The case of 301 S. Colorado Avenue illustrates the importance of historic integrity in assessing
National and State Register eligibility. If the 1883 Montross dwelling had retained the level of historic
integrity displayed in a 2012 Google Street View image, it would have been assessed as eligible to the
National Register under Criterion C for its architecture (see Figure 20). The construction of a large
addition, recladding of walls, and window replacements that took place in 2015 greatly impacted its
historic integrity and rendered it not eligible for the National or State Registers. Since the local
ordinance does not have an integrity requirement, we assessed it eligible as a local landmark.

Figure 20. Integrity and 301 S. Colorado Avenue. The images above (view southeast) show the house in 2012 (Google
Street View) before the 2015 changes and after the expansion and other alterations in 2020 (fieldwork photograph).

Historic District Potential
In assessing National or State Register historic district potential, substantial emphasis is accorded
to areas that retain historic integrity (those with fewer alterations and nonhistoric infill). Since only
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a handful of resources included in the survey appeared to retain historic integrity—a result
reflected in the fact that more than a third of primary buildings were identified as possessing no
identifiable architectural style—the areas north and south of E. Main Street are not evaluated as a
potential National or State Register historic district. While not all resources were recorded in the
areas, the survey list was compiled with the rationale that it included the most well-preserved
historic resources within each. We concluded that combining these areas with the commercial
buildings along E. Main Street does nothing to strengthen a potential district. Indeed, it would
appear that the commercial corridor retains more historic integrity than the adjoining residential
areas. If integrity is not required for designation of a local historic district, then these factors
would not be relevant.
It is important to note that the conclusion that areas of the city not identified as potential historic
districts due to integrity issues does not imply that such areas are unimportant. Every building has
a story to tell, and every neighborhood holds the collective memories of all those who have lived
or worked within it. Subareas of the city may reflect the ebb and flow of possible ethnic, racial,
cultural, occupational, socio-economic, or other historical associations. Although some of the
oldest residential areas in a town may exhibit the greatest alterations, they may also possess
richer histories than later additions.
In addition, neighborhoods of historic buildings play a critical role in environmental sustainability,
representing reservoirs of embodied energy of the materials and labor consumed in their initial
construction. As Carl Elefante, former president of the American Institute of Architects, points out:
“The greenest building is … one that is already built.” Smaller, older homes also may provide
affordable housing options for families starting out and older residents with more limited spatial
needs or fixed incomes.

Construction Dates
The survey included some of Buena Vista’s earliest residential construction, with half of the
properties dating to before 1890. At least eleven of this cohort date to before 1885, with six built
1882 or earlier. Six primary buildings were erected between 1890 and 1909 and five between 1910
and 1940. The remaining four were constructed 1941 and later.

Original Uses
Twenty-nine of the thirty surveyed resources displayed residential original uses: twenty-eight as
single-family dwellings and one duplex. The remaining resource (5CF.3445, 203 N. Railroad Street)
originally served as a warehouse for head lettuce shipment. In addition, one dwelling at 202 N.
Colorado Avenue (5CF.3432) had an interim Commerce and Trade/Specialty Store use as an
antique business.

Historic Architectural Styles and Building and Special Use Types
The resources surveyed were evaluated using the terminology developed by History Colorado’s
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (see Field Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture
and Engineering (2008) and the OAHP lexicon (updated July 2010). Slightly more than a third
(eleven) of the surveyed buildings were classified as “no style,” due to alterations that adversely
impacted their representation of a particular architectural style. Buildings are categorized by
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architectural style, building type, or special use type, as discussed below.
Architectural Styles
Eight resources are categorized as examples of Late Victorian architectural style, with two falling
into the Queen Anne subcategory. The dwellings display such Queen Anne features as multiple
gables, a variety of windows, decorative shingles, and elaborately detailed porches, including
turned spindles, brackets, and friezes. The Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century American
Movements style accounted for three of the surveyed resources: 410 Pinon Street (5CF.3443); 241
Tabor Street (5CF.3446); and 219 S. Colorado Avenue (5CF.3439), a 1954 Rustic log house. One
example of a Modern Movement resource, the 1967 house at 637 E. Main Street (5CF.3441) was
recorded.
Building Types
Six properties in the survey are representative of building types defined by History Colorado.
These include two gabled-ell dwellings, two gable front houses, a Minimal Traditional dwelling at
303 E. Cedar Street (5CF.3418), and a Ranch type duplex at 424 Pinon Street (5CF.3444).
Special Use Types
One building, the former head lettuce warehouse at 203 N. Railroad Street (5CF.3445), is an
example of the Commercial/Early Twentieth Century Commercial special use type.

Wall Materials
Twenty-five of the thirty primary buildings included in the survey exhibited frame construction,
including two that have been stuccoed. Many of the frame buildings have been re-clad with vinyl,
metal, or nonhistoric wood siding (including T1-11 panel siding). Masonry buildings included three
of brick (one now stuccoed) and a concrete block example. One postwar log house was surveyed
(5CF.3439, 219 S. Colorado Avenue).
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Table 7
Buena Vista Selective Intensive Survey, 2020-21
National Register, State Register, and Local Landmark Eligibility Evaluation
Sorted by State Identification Number
Street Address

State ID
Num.

303 Cedar Street
305 Cedar Street

5CF.3418
5CF.3419

309 Cedar Street

5CF.3420

319 Cedar Street

5CF.3421

320 Cedar Street

5CF.3422

328 Cedar Street

5CF.3423

330 Cedar Street

5CF.3424

406 Cedar Street
430 Cedar Street

5CF.3425
5CF.3426

501 Cedar Street

5CF.3427

518 Cedar Street
323 Chestnut Street

5CF.3428
5CF.3429

Historic Name

Year Built

Telfer/Scholl House
Barrett/Treloar/Potterville/Telfer
House
Barrett House,
Treloar/Potterville/ Shaffer
Property, Maniates House
Spencer/Haley House, McMicken
Property
Ashley/McMicken/DobbinsMerrifield/Locke Property
Ashley/Hartenstein House,
McMicken/Merrifield Property
Taylor/White House,
McMicken/Merrifield Property
Hill/Hecht/Doyle/Allinger House
Ashley/Holbert/Humphrey/Swan
son House
Pelta/Thomas House,
Hollenbeck/Humphrey Property
Webb House
Crane/Muller/Mahon House,
Schloss/Krueger Property

Eligibility Status and Criteria
National

State

Local

1937
ca. 1881-82

Not eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible
Not eligible

ca. 1881-82

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1891

Eligible: C

Eligible: C

1881

Not eligible

Not eligible

Eligible: A,
C, J
Not eligible

pre-1882

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

ca. 1880-82

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

ca. 1881-82
1885

Not eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible
Not eligible

pre-1890

Not eligible

1928
ca. 1922-26

Not eligible
Not eligible

Eligible: A,
C
Not eligible
Not eligible

Eligible: A,
K
Not eligible
Not eligible
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Street Address

State ID
Num.

115 N. Colorado
Avenue

5CF.3430

119 N. Colorado
Avenue

5CF.3431

202 N. Colorado
Avenue
207 N. Colorado
Avenue
209 N. Colorado
Avenue
112 S. Colorado
Avenue
202 S. Colorado
Avenue

5CF.3432

209 S. Colorado
Avenue
213 S. Colorado
Avenue

5CF.3437

219 S. Colorado
Avenue
301 S. Colorado
Avenue
637 E. Main Street

5CF.3439

5CF.3433
5CF.3434
5CF.3435
5CF.3436

5CF.3438

5CF.3440
5CF.3441

Historic Name

Year Built

Evilsizer/Gray/Fleck/DeWitt/
Bonthron Property, Beauregard
House
Lamphere-Cousins/McMullen
Property, DeWitt/McClurg/
Eggleston House
Marks/Aude/Sindlinger and Niles
Property, Patton House
Borrell/Swanson House
Wells-Parker Property, Dickinson
House, Wallace Property
Habig/Peterson/Morris Property,
Otwell House
McMicken/Dobbins and
Merrifield/Ottoson/Krieg
Property
Schwarz/Dietzold/Frame/Stead
House
Norton Property,
Quiggle/Frame/Poplin House,
Slane Property
Schutz House
Montross/Cooley House,
Tomlin/Parsons Property
Rouhier Property,
Luoma/Foreman House

Eligibility Status and Criteria
National

State

Local

1896-1902

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1886-90

Not eligible

Not eligible

Eligible: A, J

1902-08

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

ca. 1882-83

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

ca. 1886-90

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1901-02

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1902-08

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

pre-1887

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

ca. 1882-83

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1954

Not eligible

Not eligible

Eligible: A

1883

Not eligible

Not eligible

1967

Not eligible

Not eligible

Eligible: A,
B
Not eligible
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Street Address

State ID
Num.

406 Pinon Street

5CF.3442

410 Pinon Street

5CF.3443

424 Pinon Street

5CF.3444

203 N. Railroad Street

5CF.3445

241 Tabor Street

5CF.3446

243 Tabor Street

5CF.3447

Historic Name

Year Built

Sindlinger Property,
Vickerson/Morgan House
Northrup/Fleck Property,
Williams/Poplin/Crymble House
Childress/Soshea/Fulks Property,
Cain Duplex
Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce
Association, Avery Construction
Co./Avery Structures
Behrman/Nielsen/Barr Property,
Fink/Hankins House
Behrman/Nielsen/Hankins
Property, Fink/Barr House

Eligibility Status and Criteria
National

State

Local

ca. 1882-86

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1902-08

Not eligible

Eligible: C

Eligible: A

ca. 1954-75

Not eligible

Not eligible

late 1920s,
ca. 1954-69

Not eligible

Not eligible

Eligible: A,
D
Eligible: I

pre-1954

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

1949

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

NOTE: Colors indicate: Red, National and State Register; Green, State Register only; and Yellow, local landmark only.
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Table 8
Potentially Eligible to the National and State Registers

5CF.3421, 319 Cedar Street (1891)

Potentially Eligible to the State Register Only

5CF.3427, 501 Cedar Street (pre-1890)

5CF.3443, 410 Pinon Street (ca. 1902-08)
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Potentially Eligible as Local Landmarks Only

5CF.3431, Lamphere-Cousins/McMullen
Property, DeWitt/McClurg/Eggleston
House, 119 N. Colorado Avenue (ca. 188690)

5CF.3439, Schutz House, 219 S. Colorado
Avenue (1954)

5CF.3440, Montross/Cooley House,
Tomlin/Parsons Property, 301 S. Colorado
Avenue (1883)
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Potentially Eligible as Local Landmarks Only

5CF.3444, Childress/Soshea/Fulks
Property, Cain Duplex, 424 Pinon Street
(ca. 1954-75)

5CF.3445, Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce
Association, Avery Construction Co./Avery
Structures, 203 N. Railroad Street (late
1920s, ca. 1954-69)
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6

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Nominate Properties Eligible for Listing in the National and/or State Registers or Local
Landmarks
The survey identified one property potentially eligible to the National Register and State Register,
two properties potentially eligible to the State Register only, and five potentially eligible as Buena
Vista landmarks only. Owners should be encouraged to nominate their properties for listing in
these registers. National and State Register designation places no restrictions on what owners may
do with their properties and will increase public awareness of the importance of Buena Vista’s
historic resources. Listing also may qualify properties for federal and state tax credits and, in some
cases, State Historical Fund grants to assist with stabilization and restoration.
2. Continue Historic Resource Surveys in Buena Vista
Projects undertaken in the past decade and a half have recorded ninety-two historic properties in
Buena Vista, including the current survey. There are many more resources worthy of intensive
survey within the Town, and efforts should be undertaken to identify suitable candidates and
pursue other State Historical Fund or Certified Local Government grants to conduct intensive or
reconnaissance level surveys in areas not included in recent projects. In our 2011-13 Chaffee
County project we suggested that a future survey in Buena Vista should investigate district
potential for mid-twentieth century subdivisions such as Esgar’s Addition in Buena Vista, which
was tied to employment and business activity at Climax Molybdenum.
3. Produce Publications and Walking Tours
Photographs and historical information contained on the survey forms from this project can be
adapted for walking or driving tour brochures for local residents and visitors. Information from the
survey could also be made available on the Town’s website. Interpretive signage for older
neighborhoods or individual buildings could also be developed and installed.
4. Undertake Educational Activities
The Town and Buena Vista Heritage should continue to support educational activities and
programs providing historical and preservation-related information to local residents. Owners of
properties included in the survey should receive a copy of the survey form relating to their
property.
5. Encourage Residents to Donate Historical Materials
The Town should encourage residents to donate copies of historic photographs, property
abstracts, maps, family histories, and other relevant materials to Buena Vista Heritage to preserve
them and make them available for future generations. Oral history interviews with current or
former property owners and residents should be undertaken.
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6. Retain and Make Survey Products Available
The Town should retain copies of the survey forms and report. Copies should be placed in publicly
accessible locations and archival repositories for permanent retention, such as the Buena Vista
Public Library and the Buena Vista Heritage Museum.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3418

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108409060

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Telfer/Scholl House

6. Current Building Name:
Berry Property

7. Building Address:

303 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Berry, Eileen M., 1810 Calle De Sebastian Unit F1, Santa Fe, NM 87505

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401919

Buena Vista East, Colo.

8

Northing 4299768
2019

Year:

1-3 (Wly 32.5'), 4 (Nly 12.5')

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 28
X Width

20

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Side Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Map Scale:
Block(s): 9
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

16. Stories:

78 W

Metal

7.5'

1879

Resource Number:

5CF.3418
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
The 560-square-foot, one-story, side-gable roof house faces north toward Cedar Street. The house displays
overhanging boxed eaves (with a decoratively cut eave ornament) and standing seam metal roofing. Walls are clad
with wide courses of wood shingles. The front holds a small, open, gable roof front porch with square wood posts.
The entrance displays a glazed metal storm door; the interior door is not visible. Flanking the porch is a one-over-onewindow on the east and a picture window on the west. All windows are flat-headed and appear to be replacements.
The west wall holds a picture window to the north and a one-over-one-light window to the south. The rear wall
features a small, open, gable-roof porch with square posts; there is a one-over-one-light window at the west end and
another window closer to the porch (obscured by wood privacy fence). The east wall holds a one-over-one-light
window near the front and another window near the south end (obscured by neighboring wood privacy fence.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Minimal Traditional

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level, .07-acre, corner parcel is located at the southeast corner of S. Railroad St. and E. Cedar St. The house
faces north toward Cedar St. and a garage is located at the rear of the parcel facing west toward Railroad St. There
is no alley. The front yard is enclosed with a wood picket fence, which extends along the west side of the property. A
vertical board fence then continues along the west side of the rear yard. The front yard features a curving path
bordered with round stones and two juniper shrubs near the front porch. There is no sidewalk along either bordering
street. The front area between the fence and street has juniper shrubs, including some in a planting area at the
northwest corner delineated by round stones. Outside the fence along the west side of the property are larger shrubs
and a gravel parking area adjacent to the rear yard.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1955, assessor). The one-story, front gable roof garage faces west and encompasses 356 square feet.
The building has overhanging boxed eaves and is clad with standing seam metal roofing. The north roof slope
displays a skylight and a metal chimney pipe toward the east end. Walls are clad with wide courses of wood shingles.
The front holds a metal overhead sectional garage door with a wood surround. Above the door are two old wood skis.
The south wall contains an off-center two-part window. There is a pedestrian door on the north wall near the east
end. The east wall is not visible. Alterations: Changes include a nonhistoric garage door, skylight, and metal roofing.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1937

Actual

Source of Information: Chaffee County Assessor
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Telfer, Catherine L. and Walter W.
Source of Information: Ownership history

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old assessor appraisal card noted the house was remodeled in 1967. Principal changes include recladding of
walls and window replacement (the front picture window may be a change in fenestration). Based on the appearance
of the house in an appraisal card photograph from the 1980s, the metal roofing and scalloped ornament on the fascia
and porch were added after that date. Google Street View images from 2012 show the same appearance for this
house as today.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Resource Number:

5CF.3418

33. Current Use(s):
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Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This dwelling did not appear on the 1926 Sanborn map. The Chaffee County Assessor reports a 1937 date of
construction, which may be correct. Harry B. Shaffer sold Lots 1-4 in Block 9 to Catherine L. (sometimes cited as
Kathryn) and Walter W. Telfer in 1937, and they may have erected the house. Catherine was born in Colorado about
1887 to parents Philip and Clara Scholl from Germany and Sweden, respectively; her father worked as a meat cutter.
Walter William Telfer was born in 1888 in Colorado; his father Walter was British and his mother Margaret was
Canadian. The 1910 Census showed him living with his parents on Tabor Street in Buena Vista; Walter worked as an
electrician at the smelter. When registering for the draft in 1917 Catherine and Walter were married and living in
Leadville along with his mother; he was an unemployed electrician. The 1920 US Census found the Telfers in
Leadville, where Walter’s mother operated a rooming house and he was working as a musician in an orchestra. By
the 1930 US Census Catherine and Walter were living on San Juan Avenue in Buena Vista and he worked for the
Electric Power Company. The couple was recorded on Cedar Street in 1940; neither was working at that point.
Walter died in 1941 in Buena Vista and is buried in Mt. Olivet.
In 1956 Catherine Telfer, as sole owner, added Merle T. Scholl, her sister-in-law, as co-owner. Telfer transferred her
interest as a co-owner to Scholl in 1967. Merle Taylor Bahmen Scholl was born in Utah in 1896. She married
Frederick W. Scholl in Buena Vista in 1915 and was living with him on Main Street in 1920. Frederick was a meat
cutter at a grocery. When he registered for the World War I draft in 1917, he had indicated he worked at Dean and
Brown Mercantile Co. in Buena Vista. The 1920 U.S. Census showed the couple with two children: William C., age 5
and Katherine (Katherine Louise Scholl Chapman), born in 1916. By the 1940 U.S. Census the Scholls lived on San
Juan Avenue. Fred worked as a meat cutter for a grocery and Merle had no occupation; daughter Katherine was a
waitress for a café. Frederick Scholl died in January 1955 and Merle T. Scholl died in August 1974. They are buried
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Buena Vista.
Merle T. Scholl sold the property to Eula Mae (Roberg) Randall in 1969. Randall was born in June 1907 in Hubbard
Hill, Texas. By 1920 she lived in Louisiana. She married Ralph Morlan Randall in Salida in 1926. Randall was born in
Eagle, Colorado, in May 1900 and lived in Buena Vista by 1910. By 1930 the couple was renting a house on
Colorado Avenue in Buena Vista, where Eula worked as a “salesman” in a dry goods store and Ralph worked in road
construction. A daughter, Dorothy Jean Randall Pierce (1932-2016) joined the family in October 1932. The 1940 U.S.
Census recorded the family on Colorado Avenue. At that time, Ralph was not employed and Eula worked as a dry
goods “saleslady.” The family had a lodger who worked as a guard at the State Reformatory. Ralph Randall died in
May 1945. Eula Mae became owner, adding her daughter, Dorothy Jean Randall Pierce, as co-owner of this house in
1974. Eula May Roberg Randall passed away in February 1999 in Buena Vista. Dorothy became the sole owner in
1999 and sold the property to Marilyn Lockhart the same year.
In the 1990s and 2000s a number of sales occurred: Marilyn Lockhart sold to Susan C. Bishop in 2001. Mary Beth
Parisi and Laurie Friedman acquired the house from Susan Bishop in 2005. Mary Beth Parisi became the sole owner
in 2006 and sold it to Eileen M. Berry in 2009. Assessor records indicate Eileen M. Barry, the current owner, is a
resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.

Resource Number:

5CF.3418
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E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with 1930s residential construction in Buena Vista. The house was erected in 1937 by
Walter W. and Catherine Telfer. Mr. Telfer was an electrician. Later residents/owners included relatives of the
Telfers, meat cutter Frederick W. Scholl and his wife Merle T., from 1956 to 1969, and Eula Mae Roberg (1969-99),
who apparently lived here in retirement. Given the lack of sufficient historical or architectural significance and loss of
historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State
Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This 1937 house appears to retain its appearance from a 1967 remodeling that reclad the house and made window
replacement and fenestration changes.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3418-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395

Resource Number: 5CF.3418
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 303 Cedar Street. Chaffee County Assessor,
appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

Resource Number: 5CF.3418
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower
right. Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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USGS Location Map

5CF.3418

!
>

Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed

5CF.3418, 303 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3419

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108409061

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Barrett/Treloar/Potterville/Telfer House

6. Current Building Name:
Cummins Property

7. Building Address:

305 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Cummins, Joan Elizabeth, PO Box 1412, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401928

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299780
2019

Year:

1-4 (part)

Map Scale:
Block(s): 9
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 33
16. Stories:

X Width

25

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879

Resource Number:

5CF.3419
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney. Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story, cross gable roof, 657-square-foot house faces north toward Cedar Street. There is a one-story shed
roof projection on the rear (east); a wood deck is attached at the southwest corner. The walls are clad with wide
horizontal wood lap siding with corner boards; gable faces are clad with the same material. The dwelling has
overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The front features an open shed roof porch at the northeast corner. The porch has slender chamfered wood supports
atop bases; the supports have decorative capitals and brackets. The porch deck is concrete. Facing the porch on the
west wall is a paneled and glazed wood door (nine-light upper part); the north wall holds a faux four-over-six light
replacement window with a plain wood surround and projecting sill. The north wall of the north-south gable contains
two of the same types of windows.
The west wall features a center, full-height chimney, which is stucco below the eave and painted brick above with a
corbelled top. Farther south is another window like those on the front. The east wall contains another of these
windows near the front and a two-part sliding window in the shed roof projection. The south (rear) wall cannot be
seen from the public right-of-way.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.1-acre midblock parcel contains a house in its northern part and a shed to the rear along the east
property line. The property does not have a public sidewalk; a gravel parking area is adjacent to the street. The front
and side yards reflect naturalistic landscaping, including Russian sage, yarrow, other plants, mulch, and small
boulders; the front yard has a border of small boulders. A concrete sidewalk extends from the front porch to the
parking area. A low vertical board fence stands on the east property line and a wood picket fence on the west
boundary.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (unknown). The 1926 Sanborn does not show any outbuildings on this parcel. This 16' x 8' side gable roof
shed faces west and has walls clad with horizontal wood lap siding with cornerboards. The building has slightly
overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with corrugated metal roofing. The front and south walls of the building
cannot be seen from the public right-of-way.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1881-82

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view map, 1882 and ownership history
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Barrett, Maggie R.
Source of Information: Ownership history

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old assessor appraisal card reported the house was remodeled in 1969. The card reported the house had
asbestos cement shingles (now replaced with wide horizontal boards), and the card's picture showed the house with
two-over-two-light wood windows (replaced but wood surrounds retained) and a door at the west end of the north wall
of the porch (gone). The porch did not then have decorative brackets. Google Street View images from 2012 show
the same appearance for this house as today.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Resource Number:

5CF.3419

Architectural Inventory Form

Page 3 of 6

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor reports a 1937 year of construction for this dwelling. However, the 1882 birds-eyeview map and the September 1886 Sanborn map show a house with the same footprint on this property. Combined
with the ownership history, the house was likely erected 1881-82. . NOTE: The Barretts, Treloars, and Pottervilles
owned both 305 and 309 Cedar; it is not clear which house each family lived in and which they rented out.
Barrett. In 1881 the Buena Vista Land Company sold all of Lots 1 and 2 in Block 9 to Maggie R. Barrett, wife of Isaac
N. Barrett. She was the owner when the house was built. The 1880 US Census shows the Barretts, their five-year-oldson, and Isaac's brother, John H., living in Buena Vista. Maggie was twenty-four years old and a native of Scotland.
Isaac was twenty-nine years old and his brother twenty-three. Both were born in Iowa and listed their occupations as
"U.S. detective." The Barretts also erected 309 Cedar to the east.
Gunnell. The Barretts lost both properties, which were acquired by Thomas A. Gunnell with a Public Trustee’s Deed
in 1883. Born in Hopkins, Kentucky, about 1823, at age 21 Gunnell moved to Missouri and married Marion
Thompson of Kentucky in 1847. In 1882 the couple, parents of seven children, moved to Colorado for her health.
After his wife’s death Mr. Gunnell lived in Colorado Springs with their son, a prominent judge. Mr. Gunnell was
described as “a Kentucky gentleman of the old school” whose portrait hung in the lobby of the Antlers Hotel. He sold
the parcel to Louisa C. Treloar in 1885.
Treloar. Louisa Courtis Treloar (also cited as “L.C.” and sometimes “Louise Curtis,” ca. 1855-1926) and her husband,
Joseph Pope “J.P.” Treloar (ca. 1847-1909) were English immigrants who married in 1877 and came to the United
States about 1880. By 1884 J.P. Treloar was mentioned as having a garden wagon that sold local produce in Chalk
Creek, Chaffee County; later reports indicated the couple had been in Chaffee County since 1882. The Treloars
began their garden wagon service in Buena Vista in 1885. They owned property where the Colorado State
Reformatory now stands, with a large truck garden and farm that was associated with their grocery business. In 1885
it was reported that J.P. Treloar was having his “farm residence building moved to town,” but no location was
specified (both of the houses at 305 and 309 Cedar were already present then).

According to an article by local historian Suzy Kelly, an 1885 two-story brick building still standing on Main Street first
housed Treloar’s grocery and meat market in its western storefront. The Buena Vista Democrat judged: “The new
grocery of J.P. Treloar is commanding the admiration of our citizens.” The business was located at 204 E. Main
Street (5CF.3166), according to a previous survey form. The 1885 Colorado Census counted J.P. as a grocer, while
L.C.’s occupation was not given; later accounts indicate the two always worked as a team. J.P. Treloar’s grocery
advertised provisions for families and supplies for freighters and ranchmen, including a wide range of foods such as
flour, feed, fresh fruits and vegetables, sauerkraut, oysters, sausage, stall-fed beef, and more. The success of the
Buena Vista grocery allowed the couple to open a second one in Leadville at the beginning of 1886; subsequently the
Buena Vista operation was called “Treloar’s old stand.”
In August 1886 the Buena Vista Democrat reported “the residence of J.P. Treloar on Cedar street, for some
unaccountable reason caught fire, starting in the kitchen.” Apparently Mrs. Treloar and another woman sleeping in
the house at the time woke and grabbed a few things before fleeing: “But little of the valuable contents of the building
was saved and the building itself was almost a wreck,” according to the report. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Co.
maps of Buena Vista of September 1886 and September 1890 show the same footprint of a one-story frame house
standing on this property, suggesting the fire damage was repaired.
In the early 1890s, J.P. began searching for a residence and business location in another place. By 1894 the
Treloars established a grocery and a millinery (the Palace of Fashion) in Creede, then a booming mining town. They
sold their Buena Vista grocery business to W.H. Dievendorf in 1891. In 1894 the Buena Vista Democrat listed C.L.
Treloar for the Cedar Street property and others in its Delinquent Tax List. Unfortunately, in October 1895 a
conflagration destroyed four blocks of the Creede business district, including the Treloar’s building. In February 1896
the Chaffee County Republican commented, “Mr. J.P. Treloar of Creede will soon open out a retail mercantile
establishment in this city [Buena Vista].” The article noted Treloar planned that he and his wife would probably
combine their grocery operations in Buena Vista. In May, the Republican contained an advertisement for the Buena
Vista Cash Store, “just opened,” offering groceries, a confectionery, and fresh and salted meats, with L.C. Treloar as
proprietor.
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The 1900 U.S. Census found the Treloars still lived on Cedar Street, together with their daughter and son-in-law
(Jennette Pope Treloar Burrell and E. W. Burrell). J.P. Treloar’s occupation was listed as “groceryman,” although the
grocery store operated under the name L.C. Traylor through 1910 and was often listed as Louis [sic] C. Traylor. E.W.
Burrell worked as an assayer and chemist. In 1905 J.P. Treloar was pictured in the Denver Post as the first vice
president of the Buena Vista Chamber of Commerce. In 1906 L.C. Treloar acquired the corner brick building of C.R.
Halsey in the business district which was reported to give “the Treloar block a frontage from Tabor Street to the post
office.”
J.P. Treloar died suddenly of pneumonia in October 1909 and was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Buena Vista.
The Salida Mail then lauded him as “one of the finest men in Colorado,” noting his 25-year operation of a grocery and
meat business in Buena Vista and an “enviable reputation for fair and square dealing….” The newspaper also
praised J.P’s “estimable wife who was ever at his side in the business world.” In December 1909, Calhoun and Woll
purchased the Treloar grocery and meat market.
The 1910 Census indicated L.C. lived on Cedar with her daughter. In Denver in 1912 she married John Roberts, who
was from England and worked as a blacksmith in a metal mine. The 1920 Census recorded the couple still living on
Cedar Street. Louise C. Treloar Roberts transferred this property and others to her husband before she passed away
in January 1926, and she was buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery. The Chaffee County Republican reported: “When the
city was new and full of rush and business, in the days of those long times now gone forever … [L.C. Treloar] was
actively engaged in the grocery business with her husband.” In the same year, John Roberts sold the property to
Fred E. Potterville.
Potterville. Frederick E. Potterville owned this property from 1926 to 1937. Born in 1883 in Wisconsin, by 1916 he
operated a restaurant in Peetz, Colorado, where he provided “a good square meal.” However, his restaurant only
lasted a few months. He signed up for the World War I draft in Morrill County, Nebraska, listing his occupation as
“baker.” In 1920 Potterville lived in Denver with his wife, Jessie, and continued to work as a baker. By 1923 he began
operating the City Bakery in Buena Vista. Potterville also added grocery items to his offerings and was reportedly
making improvements to his store in 1925. The 1930 U.S. Census documented his living on Cedar Street with his
wife, three daughters, a son, and his father-in-law. His occupation was given as “proprietor, retail grocery store.”
Potterville sold the Cedar Street property to Harry B. Shaffer in 1937. By 1940 the Pottervilles were living in the Los
Angeles area and he owned a bakery. Fred Potterville passed away in 1962 in San Bernardino, California.
Telfer. Harry B. Shaffer quickly sold Lots 1-4 to Catherine (sometimes cited as Kathryn) L. and Walter W. Telfer in
1937. Catherine was born in Colorado about 1887 to parents Philip and Clara Scholl from Germany and Sweden,
respectively; her father worked as a meat cutter. Walter William Telfer was born in 1888 in Colorado; his father
Walter was British and his mother Margaret was Canadian. The 1910 Census showed him living with his parents on
Tabor Street in Buena Vista; Walter worked as an electrician at the smelter. When registering for the draft in 1917
Catherine and Walter were married and living in Leadville along with his mother; he was an unemployed electrician.
The 1920 US Census found the Telfers in Leadville, where Walter’s mother operated a rooming house and he was
working as a musician in an orchestra. By the 1930 US Census Catherine and Walter were living on San Juan
Avenue in Buena Vista and he worked for the Electric Power Company. In 1940 the couple was recorded on Cedar
Street; neither was working at that point. Walter died in 1941 in Buena Vista and is buried in Mt. Olivet.
In 1956 Catherine Telfer, as sole owner, added Merle T. Scholl, her sister-in-law, as a co-owner. In 1972 Telfer again
became the sole owner, but added Mary J. Propernick as a co-owner, while reserving a life estate on the property. In
1984 Propernick became the owner and sold it to Joseph E. Greiner. In the 1990s and 2000s a number of sales
occurred: Darrell D. Price (1992); George Louch (1995); J. Clinton and Linda B. Driscoll (1999); Betty B. and Dale R.
Smith (2004); and Joan E. Cummins (2007), the current owner.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee County (Marceline, Missouri:
Walsworth Publishing Co., 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire
insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Colorado Historic Newspapers: Aspen Daily Times, Buena
Vista Colorado Democrat, Buena Vista Herald, Chaffee County Republican, Colorado Springs Gazette, Denver Post,
Meeker Herald, Rocky Mountain News, Salida Mail, Sterling Republican-Advocate; Ancestry.com: 1885 Colorado
Census, 1900-1940 US Censuses, Family Trees, Colorado State Business Directories and City Directories, US
Death Index; Find a Grave; June Shaputis, “Mt. Olivet Cemetery,” 1987; Suzy Kelly, “Lariat: Soda Fountain, Drug
Store, Bar,” 28 May 2016, https://chaffeecountytimes/community/lariat-soda-fountain-drug-store-bar/article; Deon
Wolfenbarger, 204 E. Main Street (5CF.3166), Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.
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VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The house was built about 1881-82 by
Maggie R. and Isaac N. Barrett; his occupation in 1880 was shown as "U.S. detective." Later owners included Louisa
C. and Joseph P. Treloar (1885-1926), who operated a nearby grocery store in Buena Vista; City Bakery proprietor
Frederick E. Potterville (1926-37); and Catherine and Walter W. Telfer (1937-1980s). Mr. Telfer had worked as a
meat cutter and for the Buena Vista Electric Power Company. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in
Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does
not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house has experienced considerable changes that have impacted its historic integrity, included recladding of
walls, replacement of windows, removal of a door from the north wall of the porch (the house may have doors
entering both gables), and addition of decorative porch brackets.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A
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VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3419-01 to -05

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 305 Cedar Street; 303 Cedar Street is to the
right. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage,
Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower
right. Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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USGS Location Map

5CF.3419
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Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed

5CF.3419, 305 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3420

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108409062

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Barrett House, Treloar/Potterville/Shaffer
Property, Maniates House
6. Current Building Name:
Snyder Property

7. Building Address:

309 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Snyder, Todd W. and Snyder, Thomasine, PO Box 145, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

NW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401942

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299786
2019

Year:

1-4 (part)

Map Scale:
Block(s): 9
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 42
16. Stories:

X Width

36

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/T1-11 Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,299-square-foot, one-story, gabled-L house faces north toward Cedar Street. A shed roof addition projects
from the rear. Walls are clad with vertical panel siding (T1-11 type) with cornerboards. All visible windows are
nonhistoric replacements, most two-part sliding windows with plain wood surrounds. The dwelling has overhanging
boxed eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The front features a shed roof open porch at the intersection of the gables, with a square wood post support, a
balustrade (east), and a concrete deck. A flush wood door with a metal screen door is on the east wall facing the
porch and a two-part sliding window is on the north wall. The north wall of the north-south gable holds a hipped roof
rectangular bay window with a picture window on its face.
The west wall of the house features four evenly spaced two-part windows with window boxes. A metal chimney pipe
stands at the center of the west roof slope. The rear wall cannot be seen from the public right-of-way. The east wall
contains three two-part sliding windows, the north two with window boxes.
No Style

22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.19-acre parcel lies at the southwest corner of E. Cedar Street and Short Street. The house is located in
the western part of the parcel, with a garage at the southwest corner, a shed along the south property line, and a
greenhouse in the wide side yard to the east. There is no public sidewalk along either street; a gravel parking area is
adjacent to the streets. The front and side yards are in grass. A concrete sidewalk extends from the front porch
toward Cedar Street. A gravel driveway provides access to the garage from Cedar Street and another gravel
driveway/parking area is present off of Short Street. A vertical board fence stands on the west and south property
lines. A large rectangular garden area enclosed by a high woven-wire fence (to deter deer) is located south of the
greenhouse. The property holds several trees, including blue spruce (a tall one northeast of the house and a small
one along Short Street), a fruit tree east of the house, and a smaller deciduous tree near the northwest corner of the
house.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1950, assessor). No outbuildings are shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. This 480-squarefoot, one-and-a-half-story, front gable roof garage faces north. Its walls are composed of painted concrete blocks; the
front gable face is clad with vertical boards and contains a two-part sliding window with a plain wood surround. The
front (north) wall holds double wood garage doors with diagonal beadboard panels. The remaining walls are not
visible from the public right-of-way.
3. Shed (nonhistoric; present in 2013). This small shed stands on the south property line facing north. The one-story
front gable roof shed has walls clad with vertical wood panels (T1-11 type). The front holds an off-center paneled and
glazed door with a large rectangular light to the west and a four-light wood window to the east. The east wall is
unfenestrated and the remaining walls are not visible from the pubic right-of-way. The eaves are widely overhanging,
and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
4. Greenhouse (nonhistoric, present in 2013). This small greenhouse stands in the east side yard adjacent to a large
garden area to the south. The front gable roof building faces west and consists of a metal framework with translucent
plastic panels. The west wall holds a door composed of the same material mounted on an overhead track.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1881-82

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view map, 1882 and ownership history
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Barrett, Maggie R.
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Ownership history

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The 1886 through 1926 Sanborn fire insurance show the same basic footprint as today. An old appraisal card noted
the house was remodeled in 1963 and again in 1983 (likely when the window replacement and recladding of walls
occurred). Removed since the circa 1980s appraisal card photograph are the house's rolled asphalt siding
resembling brick and a rear chimney; the bay window then had four-over-four-light wood windows on its face and
sides. The Google Street View images from 2012 show the same appearance for this house as today.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
Although the Chaffee County Assessor reports an 1899 date of construction for this dwelling, the 1882 birds-eye-view
map and the September 1886 Sanborn map show a house with the same footprint on the property. Combined with
the ownership history, the house was likely erected 1881-82. NOTE: The Barretts, Treloars, and Pottervilles owned
both 305 and 309 Cedar; it is not clear which house they lived in and which they rented out.
Barrett. Maggie R. Barrett, wife of Isaac N. Barrett, purchased Lots 1-2 in Block 9 from the Buena Vista Land Co. in
1881. She was the owner when this house was built. They also built 305 Cedar to the west. The 1880 US Census
shows the Barretts, their five-year-old-son, and Isaac's brother, John H., living in Buena Vista. Maggie was twentyfour years old and a native of Scotland. Isaac was twenty-nine years old and his brother twenty-three. Both were born
in Iowa and listed their occupations as "U.S. detective."
Gunnell. Two years later Mrs. Barrett secured a loan with this property in trust, but failed to meet payments on the
loan and lost this property (and 305 Cedar) to Thomas A. Gunnell. Born in Hopkins, Kentucky, about 1823, at age 21
Gunnell moved to Missouri and married Marion Thompson of Kentucky in 1847. In 1882 the couple, parents of seven
children, moved to Colorado for her health. After his wife’s death Mr. Gunnell lived in Colorado Springs with their son,
a prominent judge. Mr. Gunnell was described as “a Kentucky gentleman of the old school” whose portrait hung in
the lobby of the Antlers Hotel. Gunnell sold the parcel to Louisa C. Treloar in 1885.
Treloar. Louisa Courtis Treloar (also cited as “L.C.” and sometimes “Louise Curtis,” ca. 1855-1926) and her husband,
Joseph Pope “J.P.” Treloar (ca. 1847-1909), were English immigrants who married in 1877 and came to the United
States about 1880. By 1884 J.P. Treloar was mentioned as having a garden wagon that sold local produce in Chalk
Creek, Chaffee County; later reports indicated the couple had been in Chaffee County since 1882. The Treloars
began their garden wagon service in Buena Vista in 1885. They owned property where the Colorado State
Reformatory now stands, with a large truck garden and farm that was associated with their grocery business. In 1885
it was reported that J.P. Treloar was having his “farm residence building moved to town,” but no location was
specified (both of the houses at 305 and 309 Cedar were already present then).

According to an article by local historian Suzy Kelly, an 1885 two-story brick building still standing on Main Street first
housed Treloar’s grocery and meat market in its western storefront. The Buena Vista Democrat judged: “The new
grocery of J.P. Treloar is commanding the admiration of our citizens.” The business was located at 204 E. Main
Street (5CF.3166), according to a previous survey form. The 1885 Colorado Census counted J.P. as a grocer, while
L.C.’s occupation was not given; later accounts indicate the two always worked as a team. J.P. Treloar’s grocery
advertised provisions for families and supplies for freighters and ranchmen, including a wide range of foods such as
flour, feed, fresh fruits and vegetables, sauerkraut, oysters, sausage, stall-fed beef, and more. The success of the
Buena Vista grocery allowed the couple to open a second one in Leadville at the beginning of 1886; subsequently the
Buena Vista operation was called “Treloar’s old stand.”
In August 1886 the Buena Vista Democrat reported “the residence of J.P. Treloar on Cedar street, for some
unaccountable reason caught fire, starting in the kitchen.” Apparently Mrs. Treloar and another woman sleeping in
the house at the time woke and grabbed a few things before fleeing. “But little of the valuable contents of the building
was saved and the building itself was almost a wreck,” according to the report. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Co.
maps of Buena Vista of September 1886 and September 1890 show the same footprint of a one-story frame house
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standing on this property, suggesting the fire damage was repaired.
In the early 1890s, J.P. began searching for a residence and business location in another place. By 1894 the
Treloars established a grocery and a millinery (the Palace of Fashion) in Creede, then a booming mining town. They
sold their Buena Vista grocery business to W.H. Dievendorf in 1891. In 1894 the Buena Vista Democrat listed L.C.
Treloar for the Cedar Street property and others in its Delinquent Tax List. Unfortunately, in October 1895 a
conflagration destroyed four blocks of the Creede business district, including the Treloar’s building. In February 1896
the Chaffee County Republican commented, “Mr. J.P. Treloar of Creede will soon open out a retail mercantile
establishment in this city [Buena Vista].” The article noted Treloar planned that he and his wife would probably
combine their grocery operations in Buena Vista. In May, the Republican contained an advertisement for the Buena
Vista Cash Store, “just opened,” offering groceries, a confectionery, and fresh and salted meats, with L.C. Treloar as
proprietor.
The 1900 U.S. Census found the Treloars still lived on Cedar Street, together with their daughter and son-in-law
(Jennette Pope Treloar Burrell and E. W. Burrell). J.P. Treloar’s occupation was listed as “groceryman,” although the
grocery store operated under the name L.C. Traylor through 1910 and was often listed as Louis C. Traylor. E.W.
Burrell worked as an assayer and chemist. In 1905 J.P. Treloar was pictured in the Denver Post as the first vice
president of the Buena Vista Chamber of Commerce. In 1906 L.C. Treloar acquired the corner brick building of C.R.
Halsey in the business district which was reported to give “the Treloar block a frontage from Tabor Street to the post
office.”
J.P. Treloar died suddenly of pneumonia in October 1909 and was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Buena Vista.
The Salida Mail then lauded him as “one of the finest men in Colorado,” noting his 25-year operation of a grocery and
meat business in Buena Vista and an “enviable reputation for fair and square dealing….” The newspaper also
praised J.P’s “estimable wife who was ever at his side in the business world.” In December 1909, Calhoun and Woll
purchased the Treloar grocery and meat market.
The 1910 Census indicated L.C. Treloar lived on Cedar with her daughter. In Denver in 1912 she married John
Roberts, who was from England and worked as a blacksmith in a metal mine. The 1920 Census recorded the couple
still living on Cedar Street. Louise C. Treloar Roberts transferred this property and others to her husband before she
passed away in January 1926, and she was buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery. The Chaffee County Republican reported:
“When the city was new and full of rush and business, in the days of those long times now gone forever … [L.C.
Treloar] was actively engaged in the grocery business with her husband.” In the same year, John Roberts sold the
property to Frederick E. Potterville.
Potterville. Born in 1883 in Wisconsin, by 1916 Frederick E. Potterville operated a restaurant in Peetz, Colorado,
where he provided “a good square meal.” However, his restaurant only lasted a few months. He signed up for the
World War I draft in Morrill County, Nebraska, listing his occupation as “baker.” In 1920 Potterville lived in Denver
with his wife, Jessie, and continued to work as a baker. By 1923 he began operating the City Bakery in Buena Vista.
Potterville also added grocery items to his offerings and was reportedly making improvements to his store in 1925.
The 1930 U.S. Census documented his living on Cedar Street (no address specified) with his wife, three daughters, a
son, and his father-in-law. His occupation was given as “proprietor, retail grocery store.” By 1940 the Potterville’s
were living in the Los Angeles area and he owned a bakery. Fred Potterville passed away in 1962 in San Bernardino,
California.
Shaffer. Potterville sold the Cedar Street property to Harry B. Shaffer in 1931. Shaffer was proprietor of a drugstore
in Buena Vista and lived with his wife Eleanor, their three children, and Eleanor’s sister on James Street in 1940.
Harry Shaffer was born in Adair County, Iowa in March 1897. The Shaffer’s lived in Denver, where Harry also worked
as a druggist, before moving to Buena Vista by 1935. Harry B. Shaffer passed away in San Diego, California, in 1965.
Maniates. In 1943 Harry B. Shaffer sold the property to Harrison M. and Victoriana H. Osborn. They were short-term
owners, selling it to Louis G. Maniates the next year. Louis George Maniates was born in Sparta, Greece, in
November 1894. In 1920 he was living as an unemployed lodger in Canon City and reported he arrived in the United
States in 1905. The 1930 US Census found him in Buena Vista as a boarder in the house of Alice Larkin on Pleasant
Avenue. He was single and worked as a laborer on a general farm. Mr. Maniates spoke both Greek and English and
had applied to become a naturalized citizen. The 1940 US Census found him living in a rented house on Cedar
Street (specific address not listed). He was then married to Lucille M. Cureton Maniates, who was born in July 1900
in Colorado and worked as a cook in a restaurant. Lucille passed away in June 1955 in Buena Vista and Louis died
less than a week later. In 1955 the property was acquired by Lucille’s relatives, Ruby and Warren Cureton. They
transferred it to Anthony J. and Mary Jane Propernick in 1956.
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Propernick. Anthony Joseph “Tony” Propernick was born in December 1916 to parents who emigrated from
Yugoslavia. His father worked as a machinist in a car manufacturing company in Cleveland at the time of the 1920
US Census. By 1922 the family lived in Leadville, where the 1930 US Census found his father was a smelter laborer.
The Propernicks moved to Buena Vista in the mid-1930s. Anthony enlisted in the Army in 1942, indicating he worked
as a farmhand. His service included time as a radar operator in the Aleutian Islands, and he was awarded a bronze
star. He married Mary Jane Ukele, a nurse he met while he was a patient in a Glenwood Springs hospital. She was
born in Rifle, Colorado, in 1924 and attended nurse’s training in Kansas, becoming a registered nurse in 1947. The
couple moved to Buena Vista. In the mid-1950s Tony was a meat cutter in groceries in the Buena Vista area. Mary
Jane worked as a nurse and helped organize fundraisers to start the first medical clinic in Buena Vista, where she
was an original employee. From 1959 until their retirement in 1979 the couple managed the Buena Vista Texaco.
Anthony passed away in Buena Vista in 2008 and Mary Jane died in 2020.
Later Owners. In 1963 Frances L. Feuerbacher acquired the property, selling it to Marie Skogsberg the same year.
Marie Skogsberg owned and operated the Circle S Ranch west of town, rental properties in Buena Vista, farms in
Oklahoma, and oil interests in several states, as well as being an organizer and serving as vice president of a bank.
She also inherited and preserved properties in historic St. Elmo. In 1980 her estate sold this parcel to Howard D. and
Sally A. McCoy. The following year Richard L. and Peter L. Werner purchased it from the McCoys. In 1998 Todd W.
Snyder became the owner. He married Thomasine “Tammy” Kusuplos in 2004, and she became a co-owner in 2008.
They are the current owners.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Find a Grave; Ancestry family
trees, World War II Draft Registration and Enlistment Records; Denver City Directories; McDonnell v. Campbell
Taggart, 1964; Deon Wolfenbarger, 204 E. Main Street (5CF.3166), Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
-42. Statement of Significance:

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--
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This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The house was built about 1881-82 by
Maggie R. and Isaac N. Barrett; his occupation in 1880 was shown as "U.S. detective." Later owners included Louisa
C. and Joseph P. Treloar (1885-1926), who operated a grocery store in Buena Vista; City Bakery proprietor Frederick
E. Potterville (1926-37); drug store owner Harry B. Shaffer (1937-43); and Greek immigrant Louis G. Maniates and
his wife, Lucille (1944-55); Lucille was a restaurant cook. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item
43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does not
appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house no longer retains historic integrity based on changes occurring since the 1980s, including wall recladding,
replacement of all windows, and removal of a chimney on the rear.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3420-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 309 Cedar Street, then clad with rolled asphalt
resembling brick. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista
Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower
right. Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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USGS Location Map
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Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed

5CF.3420, 309 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Initials ___________________
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Determined Eligible-SR

________
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________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3421

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108410066

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Spencer/Haley House, McMicken Property

6. Current Building Name:
Ohlberg Property

7. Building Address:

319 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Ohlberg, Astrid A, Harms, Kim, and Lock, Jane & Kevin, PO Box 102, Buena Vista,
CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401984

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299799
Year:

2019

1-2 (Wly 88')

Block(s): 10
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 38
X Width
16. Stories:

31

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Brick
Wood/T1-11 Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled

Map Scale:

7.5'

1879
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19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):
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Asphalt/Composition

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney. Decorative shingles. Fence. Porch. Segmental arch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story 971-square-foot cross gable roof dwelling faces north toward Cedar Street. Walls of the older part of
the house are composed of red brick; shed roof rear additions are clad with wood panel siding (T1-11 type). Gable
faces are clad with decorative wood shingles (sawtooth, square, and fishscale); the east gable face contains two
louvered vents. Most windows have segmental arches with molding, slightly projecting sills, and decorative shutters.
The house has overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. There are two corbelled
red brick chimneys, one near the east end of the east-west ridge and one on at the rear of the north-south ridge.
The front (north) features an open porch at the northeast corner with a turned spindle support, a narrow frieze with
small pendants, elaborate decorative brackets with radiating spokes, and a concrete deck. Two segmental arch
entrances have paneled wood doors facing the porch, one on the north wall (with a leaded glass transom) and one
on the east wall. To the east facing the porch is a segmental arch one-over-one-light wood window with a slightly
projecting sill. The north (front) wall of the north-south gable holds a segmental arch parlor window with paired oneover-one-light windows with a shared sill.
The north (brick) part of the west wall contains two segmental arch single-light windows (replacements) with slightly
projecting sills. The west wall of the rear frame addition holds a small flat-headed window. The south wall features an
entrance at the west end with a shed roof hood with brackets. The east wall of the house has a pedestrian door in the
rear frame addition and a segmental arch one-over-one-light wood window in the brick part.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian/Queen Anne

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
The level 0.1-acre parcel lies at the southwest corner of E. Cedar Street and S. Colorado Avenue. The house stands
at the west end of the property and a small shed is at the southeast corner. There are no public sidewalks along
either street; a gravel parking area lies between the property and both streets. A brick sidewalk extends from the
parking area to the front porch. The front yard is in grass and is enclosed by a ornamental wrought iron fence. A
vertical board fence separates the front and rear yards and stands on the east and south property lines. Gravel
driveways/parking areas are present at the northeast and southwest corners of the property. Large deciduous trees
are located at the northwest corner of the front yard and on the east property line near parking area. Two smaller
trees stand in the east portion of the front yard, and a tall blue spruce tree is east of the house in the rear yard.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (nonhistoric). This one-story front gambrel roof shed stands at the southeast corner of the parcel (difficult to
see due to trees and fence). It faces east and appears to have walls composed of plywood panels with battens. It
appears the west wall holds center double sliding doors. The buildings has overhanging eaves, and the roofing
appears to be board-and-batten.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1891

Actual

Source of Information: Buena Vista Herald, 6-10-1891
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Spencer, William S. (possibly)
Source of Information: Spencer's occupation was a builder
Spencer, William S.
Source of Information: Buena Vista Herald, 6-10-1891

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
Sanborn fire insurance maps show a one-story frame addition added at the southeast between 1902 and 1908. The
circa 1949 assessor appraisal card photograph shows this house very similar to its current appearance. The west
rear frame addition appears more recent than the east one. The two windows on the west wall feature replacement
nonhistoric windows; the decorative shingles are not shown on the circa 1949 assessor photograph. Google Street
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View images from 2012 show the same appearance for this house.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor reports an 1899 year built for this dwelling, but based on Sanborn fire insurance maps
the house actually dates to between 1890 and 1896. The parcel was undeveloped in 1890, while the footprint of this
house was shown on the 1896 map. A newspaper account supports an 1891 year of construction.
Murray. The earliest identified owner of this parcel was Franklin S. Murray, an early Buena Vista businessman and
town leader. Born about 1842 in New York or Pennsylvania (accounts differed), he was living at Van Girders Camp,
Chaffee County, with a wife and daughter by the time of the 1880 U.S. Census. His occupation was listed as
“butcher.” In 1881 his “old stand” (presumably a meat market) was mentioned in the Buena Vista Herald. In 1883 the
Buena Vista Democrat indicated Murray had a successful meat market and he served on the Town Council and was
in charge of streets and alleys for the group. In the same year, the Democrat quipped, “When you are walking along
Cedar Street and hear some fellow say 'hello' don’t stop—it’s Murray’s parrot." By May 1884 the Chaffee County
Treasurer’s Office posted a notice of sale for unpaid taxes in the amount of $29.82 for the property, then valued at
$450. Murray and M.L. Mason reported their mine on gold hill included a rich vein in 1885. The 1885 Colorado
Census recorded him living with his wife, Olive, and four children. Murray appears to have lived in Pueblo after selling
his Buena Vista property.
Spencer. In April 1887 the Buena Vista Democrat noted F.J. Murray sold to W.S. Spencer Lots 1, 2, and 10, Buena
Vista, for $400. William S. Spencer, the purchaser in 1887, may have erected the house. He was born in Miami
County, Ohio, about 1831 and lived in Kansas as a farmer with a wife, Margaret, and seven children in 1870. In 1880
the Spencer family “crossed the plains in a prairie schooner,” arriving in Buena Vista in the fall. They resided on
Railroad Street and William worked as a baker, according to the 1880 US Census. Spencer became a respected
businessman and a town official. In 1882 he was on the Town Council and assigned to the Finance committee; later
he served as deputy marshal and night watchman. In 1884 when he ran for the position of road overseer, the Buena
Vista Democrat judged, “W.S. Spencer … is a hard working man whose character is without a blemish….”
Margaret J. Spencer died in 1890. In April 1891 the Democrat reported W.S. Spencer sold his meat market and also
“commenced erection of a pretty residence on his Cedar Street property.” In June 1891 the Herald indicated, “W.S.
Spencer’s new residence, now completed, is a little beauty.” During the early 1890s Spencer was pursuing new
business opportunities, including developing mining properties with his son. In 1895 William S. Spencer sold this
Cedar Street property to J.B. Cann of Sacramento, California, for $800. By 1900 Spencer was retired and living on
Watson Avenue with his son John, who was City Marshal. William passed away suddenly in November 1905, while
visiting a daughter at The Dalles, Oregon, in an effort to improve his health. He was buried next to his wife in Mount
Olivet Cemetery.
McMicken. After J.B. Cann acquired Spencer’s property, he sold it in the same year to James McMicken for the
same amount. McMicken held the property until his death in 1924. Information on McMicken is somewhat cloudy due
to varied ways of referencing his name. James McMicken appears to have been born in Michigan in 1848. He
married Gertrude M. Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They became parents of a daughter,
Gertrude Bell McMicken, born in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 James McMicken lived in Gunnison, Colorado, where he
operated a livery, feed, and sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active in freighting, road grading,
and cattle and horse raising. An 1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of the cattle kings of
Chaffee county.”
In the late 1880s McMicken started acquiring properties for rental in Buena Vista. By 1890 the Leadville Daily
Chronicle made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s houses, on Cedar street” in Buena Vista. In
1907 McMicken formed a business partnership with William W. Fay of Buena Vista. The two men stated they would
“give their personal attention to parties who wish to make large sales, or those who wish to invest. We are not in the
moonshine business [foolish talk or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer
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and seller together. Our territory will be confined strictly to the planet, we will arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata
reported that McMicken’s advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.”
The 1910 census recorded James McMicken living on Cedar Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the
Chaffee County Democrat reported McMicken had a residence on N. Gunnison Avenue. He was hospitalized for
three years in Pueblo before his death in 1924. At the time of his passing, McMicken owned nineteen houses in
Buena Vista, acquiring them over the years and renting them out to produce income. Newspaper articles and a 1931
bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as “the McMicken houses,” which
were located in blocks 2, 4, 10, 53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these properties are included in the
2020-2021 historic buildings survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202 South Colorado Avenue.
Virginia Gertrude Parks received the property through the estate of James McMicken. Her deceased mother,
Gertrude Bell McMicken Parks, was Mr. McMicken’s daughter. Virginia was born in Colorado in August 1905 and
grew up in Denver, where her father, Fred Willard Parks, was a lawyer. Her mother, had passed away by the time of
the 1910 U.S. Census, and a servant was listed as residing with the father and daughter. Virginia married William
Edward Biggers of Detroit in Denver in 1926, and the couple honeymooned in Europe before moving there. The 1930
U.S. Census found them living in Buffalo, New York, where William Biggers was president of the Graham Page
automobile company. Two years after marrying, Virginia Biggers sold the property. She later married Clifford J.
Backstrand of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a wealthy executive of a manufacturing company, and died in Lancaster in
1976.
Dobbins-Merrifield. G.A. Dobbins and Roy Merrifield acquired the property from Virginia Gertrude Biggers in 1925 (as
well as four other properties included in the current survey). Mr. Dobbins operated several businesses, including a
billiard parlor and a grocery, acquired real estate, and later became active in county politics. He transferred his
interest in the property to Charlotte Merrifield, Roy’s wife, in 1932. Ray (1892-1980) and Charlotte E. (1906-1998)
Merrifield were longtime residents of Buena Vista who established the Green Parrot Bar at 304 E. Main and started
several other restaurants. Charlotte operated a beauty parlor, worked at Buena Vista Drugs, and was employed at
the Hi Rocky Store, among other jobs. Roy worked at the Reformatory, opened a freight company, and operated a
garage, among other pursuits. The Merrifields sold this property to Ed Haley in 1933.
Haley. Edward “Ed” Haley was a well-known railroad telegrapher who was born in December 1871 in Terre Haute,
Indiana. In 1891 he married his first wife, Martha F. “Mattie” Ewell of Texas, and they became parents of Anna Joy
(1893-1993) and Bessie (1895-1922). Martha passed away, and in 1898 he married Edna Cooley of Oklahoma and
by 1900 they were living in Kansas. Their daughters were Ernestine, born in 1902, and Marjorie, born in 1903. Like
many railroad workers, Haley moved around as jobs opened. By 1903 he was working as an operator for the Denver
& Rio Grande in Buena Vista and boarding at the Princeton Hotel. In 1905 he was working as a Western Union
Telegraph Co. operator in town, while by 1907 he was listed at Redcliff, Colorado. The 1910 US Census found Ed
was living with his family in Villa Grove, Colorado, where he worked as a railroad station agent. The 1930 US Census
documented him in Buena Vista, indicating he was divorced. Haley was a respected railroad man, judged by
comments in an online forum for railroad fans. He passed away on 1 January 1962 at the age of 90 and is buried in
Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
Later Owners. In 1962 Haley’s estate transferred the property to Jessie D. and Jeanette Fay Foote, who immediately
sold it to Pat S. Crockett of Travis County, Texas. It appears Crockett was an out of state owner who held onto the
parcel for about a decade before selling to William R. Berry of Atlanta, Georgia, in 1972. In 1978 David P. and Janice
M. Childs acquired the property. They owned it for two years before selling to Frank Y. and Crystal Robson. They lost
the property in 1986, when the lender obtained a Public Trustee’s deed. Robert H. Gioscia and Anne WotikpkaGioscia became the next owners in 1986. In 2012 Robert gave his interest to Anne via a quit claim, and she sold it to
David R. Harner. A year later, Harner sold it to Astrid (Lock) Ohlberg and Gordon G. Ohlberg. In 2017 the property
was transferred to Astrid Ohlberg, Kim Harms, and Jane and Kevin Lock.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 91, 170, 180, 188-189, 197; Colorado State
Census, 1885; Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and
Recorder; Charlotte Merrifield and Suzy Kelly, Memories of St. Elmo (Colorado: Charlotte Merrifield, 1992); Family
Search, “Edward Haley,” photograph; Trainorders.com; Find a Grave, “William S. Spencer”; Chaffee County Times, 8
February 2014; My Heritage Family Trees; Buena Vista Walking Tour, 2020; Ancestry.com Family Trees, Colorado
1885 Census, US Censuses; Buena Vista Democrat, 1882-1891; Buena Vista Herald, 1891; Colorado Democrat,
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1891-1894; Judy Porrata, Buena Vista: A Quick History (Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1979), 56.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
Architecture

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

1891

Local

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. This is perhaps the most intact resource
included in the 2020-21 survey of historic buildings. This house was built in 1891 by William S. Spencer, a builder,
meat market operator, and holder of various town and county governmental positions. From 1895 to 1925 the house
was owned by James McMicken, as one of his nineteen rental properties in the town. From 1933 to 1962, Edward
Haley, a longtime Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad telegrapher, lived here. The dwelling is significant for its
architecture as an example of a Late Victorian brick cottage, as reflected in its elaborately ornamented porch
(including frieze, decorative brackets with spokes, pendants, and turned spindle support), decorative shingles on the
gable faces, segmental arched windows, and corbelled brick chimneys. The property is evaluated as potentially
eligible to the National and State Registers in the area of Architecture. The house also is assessed as eligible as a
local landmark under: criteria A, exemplifying specific elements of an architectural style or period; C, demonstrating
superior craftsmanship or high artistic value; and J, representing an association with a notable person (William S.
Spencer).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house appears to possess excellent historic integrity. Minor alterations included two replacement windows on
the west wall and the addition of decorative shutters to windows. The one-story frame additions are on the rear.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
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for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3421-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395

Resource Number: 5CF.3421
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front and east walls of the house at 319 Cedar Street. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1949, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista,
Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3421, 319 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3422

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108402311

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Ashley/McMicken/DobbinsMerrifield/Locke Property
6. Current Building Name:
Van Every Property

7. Building Address:

320 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Van Every, Robert Leo Locke (custodian Mamie Camile Galston and Nancy Lee
Locke), PO Box 304, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401972

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Northing 4299839
Year:

2019

21 (18'9"), 22, 23 (6'3")

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

X Width

21

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/T1-11
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled

Map Scale:
Block(s): 2
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 37

78 W
8

7.5'

1879
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Asphalt/Composition

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 612-square-foot, asymmetrical front gable roof house faces south toward Cedar Street. Walls are clad with T111 type wood vertical panels. The house has slightly overhanging boxed eaves and the roof is clad with asphalt
composition shingles.
The front features a full-width shed roof front porch with square wood supports with decorative brackets, a wood
deck, and a wood step with wood railing; wood lattice and piled rocks are visible under the porch deck. A slightly offcenter entrance faces the porch holding a wood door with X-bracing on the bottom and a lattice light on top. The door
is flanked by one-over-one-light vinyl windows with decorative wood shutters, which feature heart-shaped cutouts.
The east wall contains a two-part wood sliding window with decorative shutters. The west wall holds a tall window
with decorative shutters.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level mid-block parcel encompasses 0.14 acres. There is a wide concrete sidewalk adjacent to Cedar Street
and on-street parallel parking. A chainlink fence stands parallel to the sidewalk and along the east property line. The
front yard is in grass and a gravel sidewalk extends from the front porch to the public sidewalk. Two large deciduous
trees flank the sidewalk, while two evergreen trees lie west of the house and one to its south. The house is located in
the southern part of the parcel, with one shed to the rear on the east property line and two sheds and a garage
abutting the gravel alley at the rear.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (post-1926). No outbuildings are shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map of this property. This onestory front gable roof garage stands near the northwest corner facing the alley to the north. All walls except the east
are clad with flat metal panels; the east wall is composed of wood horizontal lap siding. The front (north) contains offcenter double garage doors (mostly clad with flat metal panels but one section is corrugated metal). The east and
west walls appear to be unfenestrated. The south wall contains an off-center pedestrian door. The building has flush
eaves. The east slope of the roof is clad with corrugated metal panels; the west slope is clad with ribbed metal
panels.
3. Shed (unknown). This one-story shed roof building faces north toward the alley. Walls are composed of oriented
strand board panels. The front holds double doors composed of the same material as the wall. The remaining walls
are unfenestrated. The building has flush eaves; the roofing material could not be determined.
4. Shed (unknown, nonhistoric). This one-story, front gambrel roof shed (12' x 8') is east of the garage and abuts the
alley facing south. The building has plywood walls with battens. The front (south) holds two double wood doors
(plywood divided by boards into two panels per door). The remaining walls are unfenestrated. The shed has flush
eaves and its roof is clad with asphalt composition roofing.
5. Shed (unknown, nonhistoric). This one-story, front gambrel roof shed (12' x 8') stands in the rear of the property on
the east property line facing west. The building has plywood walls with battens. The front (west) holds two double
wood doors (plywood divided by boards into two panels per door). The remaining walls are unfenestrated. The shed
has flush eaves and its roof is clad with asphalt composition roofing.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1881

Source of Information: Buena Vista Herald, August 11, 1881
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Ashley, J.G. and Minerva P.

Actual

Resource Number:

5CF.3422

Source of Information:
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Ownership deeds

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
No old assessor appraisal card could be located for this property. The 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map shows a
one-story dwelling with a full width open front porch and no outbuildings. The current assessor appraisal card
drawing shows the eastern portion of the house was added in 1983, at which time the roof was extended producing
the asymmetrical front gable. The house has been reclad with vertical wood panels (T1-11 type). Other changes
include door and window replacements and the addition of decorative shutters. The porch may have been modified.
The assessor photograph from 2011 and Google Street View images from 2012 show the same appearance as
today for this house.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The 1950 year of construction for this house reported by the Chaffee County Assessor is not correct. The house was
constructed in 1881 for Joel G. and Minerva P. Ashley. In August 1881 the Buena Vista Herald reported, “J.G. Ashley
is building a new residence.” At the end of the year the Chaffee County Times indicated, “J.G. Ashley—Dwelling,
erected in October; value $1,000.” The house appears on the 1882 Bird’s-Eye-View Map of Buena Vista and is also
on the 1883 Sanborn map. The Ashleys also built and owned 328 Cedar to the east; they apparently lived in number
328 and rented out number 320. The May 3, 1888 issue of the Buena Vista Democrat refers to number 328 as "the
Ashley residence."
Ashley. The Ashley family included: Joel G. (sometimes referred to as Joseph), who was born in 1834 in Kentucky;
Minerva Palestine, his wife, who was born in 1839 in Missouri; and their daughter, Fannie W., born about 1862 in
Missouri. The senior Ashleys married on January 1st, 1859, in Missouri. The 1870 US Census found the family in
Kansas City, where Joel worked as a “trader.” By 1880 they were living in Buena Vista on Cedar Street, and Joel
worked as a dairyman.
The Ashleys seem to have run into problems in Buena Vista. In April 1883 Mrs. Ashley was described as “seriously
ill,” but improving under the care of Dr. E. Lewis. Mrs. Ashley transferred the Cedar Street property to daughter,
Fannie, in the same year. In March 1884 a notification in the Buena Vista Democrat announced a sheriff’s sale
through public auction to raise the amount of a judgment against Minerva P. Ashley in favor of E. Lewis. The sale
would include her land and improvements in Lots 20, 21, 22 in Block 2. The following year a delinquent tax notice for
$9.44 issued to Mrs. Ashley included lots 21 and 22, as well as half of 20. Subsequently, the Ashleys moved to
Kansas City, Missouri. On May 3, 1888 the Buena Vista Democrat reported, “Mrs. Ashley, of Kansas City, has been
in the city the past week on business.” Minerva P. Ashley died in 1898 in Kansas City. By 1910 Joel G. Ashley lived in
Excelsior Springs, Missouri, with daughter Fannie, who worked as a housekeeper in a hotel.
McMicken. In 1890 the Ashleys' daughter, Fannie W., sold lots 20 through 22 of Block 2 to John Feely. Feely
immediately transferred the property to James McMicken. Information on McMicken is somewhat cloudy due to
varied ways of referencing his name. James McMicken appears to have been born in Michigan in 1848. He married
Gertrude M. Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They became parents of a daughter, Gertrude Bell
McMicken, born in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 James McMicken lived in Gunnison, Colorado, where he operated a
livery, feed, and sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active in freighting, road grading, and cattle
and horse raising. An 1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of the cattle kings of Chaffee county.”
In the late 1880s McMicken started acquiring properties for rental in Buena Vista. By 1890 the Leadville Daily
Chronicle made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s houses, on Cedar street” in Buena Vista. In
1907 McMicken formed a business partnership with William W. Fay of Buena Vista. The two men stated they would
“give their personal attention to parties who wish to make large sales, or those who wish to invest. We are not in the
moonshine business [foolish talk or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer
and seller together. Our territory will be confined strictly to the planet, we will arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata
reported that McMicken’s advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.”
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The 1910 census recorded James McMicken living on Cedar Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the
Chaffee County Democrat reported McMicken had a residence on N. Gunnison Avenue. He was hospitalized for
three years in Pueblo before his death in 1924. At the time of his passing, McMicken owned nineteen houses in
Buena Vista, acquiring them over the years and renting them out to produce income. Newspaper articles and a 1931
bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as “the McMicken houses,” which
were located in blocks 2, 4, 10, 53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these properties are included in the
2020-2021 historic buildings survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202 South Colorado Avenue.
Parks/Biggers. A granddaughter, Virginia Gertrude Parks, inherited all of James McMicken’s properties in 1925. She
was born in Colorado in August 1905 and grew up in Denver, where her father, Fred Willard Parks, was a successful
lawyer. Her mother, Gertrude Bell McMicken Parks, had passed away by the time of the 1910 U.S. Census, and a
servant was listed as residing with the father and daughter. Virginia married William Edward Biggers of Detroit in
Denver in 1926, and the couple honeymooned in Europe before moving to Michigan. The 1930 U.S. Census found
them living in Buffalo, New York, where William Biggers was president of the Graham Page automobile company. It
is likely that Virginia Biggers never utilized her grandfather’s Buena Vista real estate, as two years after marrying she
sold the properties. She later married Clifford J. Backstrand of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a wealthy executive of a
manufacturing company, and she died in Lancaster in 1976.
Merrifield and Dobbins. Virginia Gertrude Parks Biggers sold this residence to Roy Merrifield and G.A. Dobbins in
1925 (as well as four other properties included in the current survey). Roy (1892-1980) and Charlotte E. (1906-1998)
Merrifield were longtime residents of Buena Vista who established the Green Parrot Bar at 304 E. Main and started
several other restaurants. Roy worked at the Reformatory, opened a freight company, and operated a garage, among
other pursuits. Charlotte operated a beauty parlor, worked at Buena Vista Drugs, and was employed at the Hi Rocky
Store, among other jobs. Roy and Charlotte transferred their interest in the property to G. A. Dobbins in 1937.
Grover Alex Dobbins was born in Carroll County, Missouri, in November 1889. In the early 1900s, his family moved
to the Buena Vista area for the benefit of his mother’s health. Grover’s father, C.A. Dobbins, acquired a ranch after
visiting the area and decided to stay. Grover married Maude M. Woll in Canon City in 1916, and they became parents
of three children. When he registered for the World War I draft in 1917, Grover listed his occupation as “billiard hall
owner.” Advertisements for Dobbins’ Billiard Parlor emphasized the recreational qualities of the place, indicating they
provided “respite from intellectual labors” and “the true remedy for overwork.” In 1924 the billiard parlor boasted “the
latest hand music played by the best artists” and also offered smokers’ supplies, candy, and soft drinks. In the same
year, an electrically operated violin and piano were installed in the business.
By 1925 Mr. Dobbins was manager of the Buena Vista Recreation Club, which featured a Champion Electric Sanitary
popcorn machine, and sold candy, cigars, tobacco, and soft drinks. Dobbins also was an agent for daily newspapers.
Later, Grover Dobbins operated a liquor store and a grocery, acquired real estate, and became active in county
politics. The Dobbins appear to have lived elsewhere in Buena Vista while owning the Cedar Street house.
Locke. In 1952 Grover A. Dobbins sold this property to Leo L. Locke, and his wife Mary Ann Locke became a coowner in 1955. The Lockes owned the property for more than two decades, but lived in another house on Cedar
Street. Leo Lyman Locke was born in Burlington, Colorado, in November 1921, and in 1927 moved with his parents,
Cassius “Cash” and Elizabeth M. Locke, to a ranch in the Hartsel vicinity. In 1941, the Lockes relocated to Buena
Vista, where Cash worked as a guard at the Colorado State Reformatory Dairy, a night marshal, and a justice of the
peace. The Lockes also owned houses at 314 and 318 East Cedar, eventually connecting the two dwellings. Leo
enlisted in the Navy during World War II, and later worked as a laborer for the Denver & Rio Grande railroad in
Buena Vista.
In May 1952 Leo Locke married Buena Vista native Mary Ann Parrott (1931-1996). Her father, Clarence Parrott, had
served as a team master of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Buena Vista. After the CCC camps closed in 1939,
the Parrotts moved to Hotchkiss, where Leo and Mary Ann wed. Following their marriage, the couple lived at 318 E.
Cedar Street. Mary Ann Locke cleaned motel rooms and did laundry before attending college and becoming a
teacher. She taught third and fifth grades as well as special needs students. She served as the first special needs
teacher in the Buena Vista School District after earning her Master’s degree from Adams State College. The Lockes
were parents of two daughters: Dorothy Jean and Nancy Lee. Leo Locke died in 1994, and Mary Anne Locke passed
away in 1996; both are buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
Later Owners. In 1975 Paul M. and Dorothy N. Hamilton of Mineola, Texas, became owners of the property. In 1983
they transferred it to Nancy L. Wilson. Wilson sold the property to David R. McDaris in 1991, and he sold it in the
same year to the Nathan B. Burt Revocable Trust. In 1993 Linda E. and Ernest W. Pierce became owners. Following
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Ernest’s death in 2002, Linda was the sole owner. The following year she sold it to Nancy Lee Locke, daughter of the
earlier Locke owners, and Robert N. Van Every. In 2006, the ownership was transferred to Nancy Lee Locke and
Robert Leo Locke Van Every. In 2008 Nancy Locke and Mamie C. Gaston acquired ownership as custodians for
Robert Leo Locke Van Every, a minor.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Bird’s-Eye-View map of Buena
Vista, 1882; Find a Grave.com; Ancestry.com, Family Trees; Buena Vista Herald, August 11, 1881; Buena Vista
Democrat, 1883-1890; Chaffee County Republican, 1924; Chaffee County Times, 1881; Salida Mail, 1892; Nancy
Locke, Buena Vista, Telephone Interview by Thomas H. Simmons, 20 October 2011; Chaffee County Republican
(Buena Vista), March 7, 1924 (McMicken obituary); Colorado Republican (Buena Vista), April 25, 1907 (McMicken
and Fay); Chaffee County Democrat (Buena Vista), November 8, 1919 (Gunnison Avenue); In the Matter of the
Estate of James McMicken, Deceased, final decree, Chaffee County Court, July 6, 1925 and Virginia Biggers to G.A.
Dobbins and Roy Merrifield, bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils in the McMicken Houses (1 to
19), April 23, 1931, Chaffee County records, Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder, Salida, Colorado; Judy Porrata,
Buena Vista: A Quick History (Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1979), 56.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. Dairyman Joel G. Ashley and his wife,
Minerva P., constructed this house in 1881 and owned it until 1888. From 1890 to 1925 the house was owned by
James McMicken, one of his nineteen rental properties in the town. From 1925 to 1952, the property was owned by
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Roy Merrifield and Grover A. Dobbins (later by Dobbins alone) who acquired McMicken's properties. Leo L. and Mary
Ann Locke were later longtime owners (1952-75); he worked as a laborer for the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad.
Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for
National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
As noted in the construction history, this house has experienced substantial changes (including recladding of walls,
1983 addition, and door and window replacement) that have impacted its historic integrity. However, its simple design
and bracketed porch supports are representative of Buena Vista's Late Victorian architecture.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3422-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3422, 320 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3423

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108402022

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Ashley/Hartenstein House,
McMicken/Merrifield Property
6. Current Building Name:
Merrifield Property

7. Building Address:

328 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Merrifield, Betty Nell & Gary, Merrifield, Glen, 19256 County Road 343, Unit A, Buena
Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401990

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Northing 4299850
Year:

2019

19-20, 21 (Ely 6'3")

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

X Width

31

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled

Map Scale:
Block(s): 2
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 37

78 W
8

7.5'

1879
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Asphalt/Composition

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story, cross gable roof, 892-square-foot dwelling has walls clad with horizontal lap wood siding with
cornerboards. A one-story shed roof component projects from the rear at the northeast corner. The house has
slightly overhanging boxed eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The entrance has been re-oriented to the west wall and contains a wood screen door (the main door was not visible
from the public right-of-way). A one-story shed roof porch shelters the entrance and has wrought iron supports and a
concrete deck. The porch's west and south sides are open, and the north wall is clad with horizontal lap siding. The
remainder of the west wall is unfenestrated.
The south wall of the north-south gable holds two tall, two-over-two-light wood windows with architrave lintels. To the
east is a shed roof section, earlier featuring an open porch and the original entrance. Its south wall contains a twopart metal window with a wood surround. The east wall of the shed roof part and the east wall of the east-west gable
are unfenestrated. At the rear is a lower intersecting shed roof wing; its east wall is clad with very narrow lap siding
and contains a one-over-one-light window to the south and paired six-light windows to the north. The north wall and
west walls of the wing are clad with what appears to be drop siding. The north wall of the wing holds a center wood
door with a large rectangular light and a wood screen, flanked by paired six-light wood windows. To the west the wall
of the north-south gable holds a two-part vinyl sliding window with a plain wood surround.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.16-acre midblock parcel holds a house in its southern part and a shed at the northeast corner. A gravel
alley lies north of the parcel. There is a wide concrete sidewalk along Cedar Street and parallel street parking. A
chainlink fence stands along the front and sides of the parcel. The front yard is grass, and there are large elm trees
in the southwest corner and along the east property line. The back yard is open to the alley and contains a gravel
parking area.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (unknown, appears historic). No outbuildings are shown on the 1926 Sanborn map. This one-story, shed roof
building stands on the alley at the northeast corner of the parcel and faces south. The walls are clad with drop siding
and there are cornerboards. The rear (north) wall contains two square window openings filled with drop siding and
featuring plain wood surrounds. The east and west walls are unfenestrated; the front is not visible from the public
right-of-way. The building has overhanging eaves with exposed rafters. The roof is clad with ribbed metal panels.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

pre-1882

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view map, 1882 and Sanborn fire ins. map, 1883
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Ashley, J.G. and Minerva P.
Ownership deeds

Source of Information:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
No old assessor appraisal card could be located for this property. The Sanborn maps through 1926 show an open
porch at the southeast corner of the house; the entrance likely opened onto the porch. This area has now been
enclosed and the entrance re-located to a side elevation (the west wall). Google Street View images from 2012 show
the same appearance for this house.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes
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V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
Although the Chaffee County Assessor reports a 1900 year of construction, this house actually was built before 1882,
as it appears on the Buena Vista Bird’s-Eye-View map of that year. In 1880 E.L. Pease sold this property to Fannie
W. Ashley. The Ashley family included: Joel G. (sometimes referred to as Joseph), who was born in 1834 in
Kentucky; Minerva Palestine, his wife, who was born in 1839 in Missouri; and their daughter, Fannie W., born about
1862 in Missouri. The senior Ashleys married on January 1st, 1859, in Missouri. The 1870 US Census found the
family in Kansas City, where Joel worked as a “trader.” By 1880 they were living in Buena Vista on Cedar Street, and
Joel worked as a dairyman. The Ashleys also built and owned 320 Cedar to the west; they apparently lived in number
328 and rented out number 320. The May 3, 1888 issue of the Buena Vista Democrat refers to number 328 as "the
Ashley residence."
The Ashleys seem to have run into problems in Buena Vista. In April 1883 Mrs. Ashley was described as “seriously
ill,” but improving under the care of Dr. E. Lewis. Mrs. Ashley transferred their Cedar Street property to daughter
Fannie in the same year. In March 1884 a notification in the Buena Vista Democrat announced a sheriff’s sale
through public auction to raise the amount of a judgment against Minerva P. Ashley in favor of E. Lewis. The sale
would include her land and improvements on Lots 20, 21, 22 in Block 2. The following year a delinquent tax notice for
$9.44 issued to Mrs. Ashley included lots 21 and 22, as well as half of 20.
Subsequently, the Ashleys moved to Kansas City, Missouri. On May 3, 1888 the Buena Vista Democrat reported,
“Mrs. Ashley, of Kansas City, has been in the city the past week on business.” Minerva P. Ashley died in 1898 in
Kansas City. By 1910 Joel G. Ashley lived in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, with daughter Fannie, who worked as a
housekeeper in a hotel.
Peter Hartenstein. The May 3, 1888 issue of the Buena Vista Democrat also stated that "P. Hartenstein has
purchased the Ashley residence on Cedar Street.” County records indicate that Fannie W. Ashley sold Peter
Hartenstein Lot 19 of Block 2 for $500. Peter Keiler Hartenstein was born in Pennsylvania in 1839. He served with
the 175th Pennsylvania Infantry in the Civil War and was very active in the GAR, a fraternal organization created after
the war for Union veterans. He and his wife, Mary Elizabeth Ramer (born 1841), had three children (at least two of
whom died as children). Mary Hartenstein was known for her singing talent at local events. Peter was the brother of
George Hartenstein, a prominent local attorney. The Hartensteins lived in Buena Vista by 1883, when the Buena
Vista Democrat announced Peter would “soon open the Commercial Hotel.” In January 1884 a fire started in the
hotel and spread to several other buildings in the business district that were also lost.
Hartenstein later operated an establishment known as “The Crescent,” which offered “billiards and pool, merchants’
lunch, choice liquors, wines and cigars.” In 1888 he was appointed as a commissioner to collect funds and arrange
for the burial of old soldiers in the county. Peter Hartenstein died at his residence in March 1892, having long
suffered from lung trouble that turned into “quick consumption.” The funeral was held at his house on Cedar Street,
and the Salida Mail judged, “He was well known and liked by all the old timers of that end of the county.”
Lizzie Hartenstein. Lizzie Hartenstein inherited the property from Peter Hartenstein. Minnie Elizabeth “Lizzie” Dunning
Hartenstein was born in June 1862 in New York. In 1879 she married George K. Hartenstein, age 28, in Leadville.
The 1880 U.S. Census indicated George was born in Pennsylvania in 1852. He became a teacher, lawyer, mining
investor, and owner of the Cottonwood Hot Springs Hotel with Lizzie’s mother. He served as Chaffee County Attorney
in 1880, when the Hartensteins were indicated as living in the “western suburbs” of Buena Vista. The 1885 Colorado
Census recorded the couple in Chaffee County with a son Harry, age 3, who was born in the state. The Hartenstein
marriage ran into trouble. The Colorado Democrat of January 3, 1894 indicated that S.N. Thayer and Mrs. Lizzie
Hartenstein married in Buena Vista. In September 1895 George and Lizzie Hartenstein obtained a divorce in Chaffee
County. Mrs. Lizzie Thayer was listed in the 1911 Colorado Business directory as having a millinery, or women’s hat
shop, in Buena Vista. She died in Michigan in 1937.
It appears William O. Rawlings acquired the bulk of this parcel from Lizzie Hartenstein in 1892. Rawlings sold lot 19
and part of lot 20 to Job K. and Clementine Sweet of Park County. Mr. Sweet died in 1893 and Mrs. Sweet in 1896. In
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1897 Alice Hogdon sold the parcel to R.S. Pyle. Pyle transferred it to James McMicken, who acquired several
properties on Cedar Street.
McMicken. James McMicken acquired this property from R.S. Pyle in 1904. Information on McMicken is somewhat
cloudy due to varied ways of referencing his name. James McMicken appears to have been born in Michigan in
1848. He married Gertrude M. Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They became parents of a
daughter, Gertrude Bell McMicken, born in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 James McMicken lived in Gunnison, Colorado,
where he operated a livery, feed, and sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active in freighting, road
grading, and cattle and horse raising. An 1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of the cattle kings
of Chaffee county.”
In the late 1880s McMicken started acquiring properties for rental in Buena Vista. By 1890 the Leadville Daily
Chronicle made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s houses, on Cedar street” in Buena Vista. In
1907 McMicken formed a business partnership with William W. Fay of Buena Vista. The two men stated they would
“give their personal attention to parties who wish to make large sales, or those who wish to invest. We are not in the
moonshine business [foolish talk or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer
and seller together. Our territory will be confined strictly to the planet, we will arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata
reported that McMicken’s advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.”
The 1910 census recorded James McMicken living on Cedar Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the
Chaffee County Democrat reported McMicken had a residence on N. Gunnison Avenue. He was hospitalized for
three years in Pueblo before his death in 1924. At the time of his passing, McMicken owned nineteen houses in
Buena Vista, acquiring them over the years and renting them out to produce income. Newspaper articles and a 1931
bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as “the McMicken houses,” which
were located in blocks 2, 4, 10, 53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these properties are included in the
2020-2021 historic buildings survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202 South Colorado Avenue.
Parks/Biggers
A granddaughter, Virginia Gertrude Parks, inherited all of James McMicken’s properties in 1925. She was born in
Colorado in August 1905 and grew up in Denver, where her father, Fred Willard Parks, was a successful lawyer. Her
mother, Gertrude Bell McMicken Parks, had passed away by the time of the 1910 U.S. Census, and a servant was
listed as residing with the father and daughter. Virginia married William Edward Biggers of Detroit in Denver in 1926,
and the couple honeymooned in Europe before moving to Michigan. The 1930 U.S. Census found them living in
Buffalo, New York, where William Biggers was president of the Graham Page automobile company. It is likely that
Virginia Biggers never utilized her grandfather’s Buena Vista real estate, as two years after marrying she sold the
properties. She later married Clifford J. Backstrand of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a wealthy executive of a
manufacturing company, and she died in Lancaster in 1976.
Merrifield and Dobbins. Roy Merrifield and G.A. Dobbins acquired the parcel from Biggers in 1925 (as well as four
other properties included in the current survey). Roy Dobbins operated several businesses in Buena Vista, including
a billiard parlor and a grocery, acquired real estate, and was active in county politics. In 1937 Dobbins transferred his
interest in this property to Roy and Charlotte Merrifield. In 1938 Roy transferred his interest to his wife, Charlotte, who
was listed at this address in the 1976 city directory.
Roy (1892-1980) and Charlotte E. (1906-1998) Merrifield were longtime residents of Buena Vista. Roy’s parents,
William J. and Emma, came from England. His father was a miner in various towns, including Silver Plume, where
Roy was born before the family moved to Buena Vista. After the move, William did odd jobs and Emma established a
bakery, which reportedly sold hundreds of loaves of bread each morning. Roy’s first job was working for the
Princeton Hotel meeting trains of guests, taking care of their luggage, and directing them to the hotel. He later
worked at Denver’s Union station and as a miner in Cripple Creek before returning to Buena Vista. Roy started a
restaurant, hiring Charlotte Vickerson as a worker; they married in Canon City in 1924. She was the daughter of a
miner and a midwife; she grew up in St. Elmo during its second mining boom. A son, Gary, was born in 1936.
The Merrifields started and sold several restaurants in Buena Vista, employing Roy’s skills as a cook. They opened
the Green Parrot, a restaurant and bar, on Main Street in 1947. After selling that business, Charlotte operated a
beauty parlor, worked at Buena Vista Drugs, managed the Buena Vista Hotel Lounge, and was employed at the Hi
Rocky Store until 1979, among other jobs. Roy opened a freight company, and operated a garage (K&M), and
managed the kitchens at the Colorado State Reformatory. Local historian Suzy Kelly described Roy as “happiest
fishing on a stream.” Charlotte wrote a well-received book, “Memories of St. Elmo,” with Suzy Kelly, published in
1992. Members of the Merrifield family still own the property.
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36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1870-80 and 1900-40; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; O.L Baskin, History of the
Arkansas Valley, Colorado (Chicago: O.L Baskin & Co., 1881), 516; Jerome Smiley, Semi-Centennial History of
Colorado, reprint, (N.p.: Isha Books, 2013), 112; Buena Vista Democrat 1894; Colorado Business Directory, 1911;
Charlotte Merrifield and Suzy Kelly, Memories of St. Elmo (Colorado: Charlotte Merrifield, 1992), 96-99; Judy Porrata,
Buena Vista: A Quick History (Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1979), 56; Buena Vista, Colorado, birds-eyeview map, 1882; Buena Vista Democrat, 1883-88; Salida Mail, 1892; Colorado Democrat, 1894; Salida Record,
1899; Leadville Daily Chronicle, 1890.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. Dairyman Joel G. Ashley and his wife,
Minerva P., constructed this house in 1881 and owned it until 1888. From 1890 to 1925 the house was owned by
James McMicken, one of his nineteen rental properties in the town. From 1925 to 1937, the property was owned by
Roy Merrifield and Grover A. Dobbins. Dobbins transferred it to the Roy and Charlotte Merrifield in 1937; they
operated several restaurants and other businesses in town. Members of the Merrifield family still own the property.
Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for
National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house appears to retain some original materials, but the relocation of the entrance to a secondary elevation and
enclosure of the original porch are significant changes impacting its historic integrity. It is possible the house was re-
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sided when the porch was enclosed. There are some changes to fenestration and installation of nonhistoric windows.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3423-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3423, 328 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3424

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108402099

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Taylor/White House, McMicken/Merrifield
Property
6. Current Building Name:
Merrifield Property

7. Building Address:

330 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Merrifield, Betty Nell & Gary, Merrifield, Glen, 19256 County Road 343, Unit A, Buena
Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402004

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Northing 4299853
Year:

2019

17-18 (front 63')

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

X Width

25

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled

Map Scale:
Block(s): 2
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 40

78 W
8

7.5'

1879
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19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):
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Asphalt/Composition

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 640-square-foot, one-story, cross gable roof dwelling (it has two façade doors and may be a duplex) faces south
toward Cedar Street. There is a one-story shed roof projection on the west wall. Most of the foundation is concrete,
but some sections of stone rubble are visible. The walls are clad with nonhistoric wood siding with cornerboards;
gable faces are clad with nonhistoric fishscale shingles. The house has overhanging, boxed eaves and the roof is
clad with asphalt composition shingles. The east gable has a sawn and pierced decorative vergeboard.
There is a shed roof porch on each component of the front (south); the porches have slender, turned spindle
supports (replacements) and concrete decks. The front of the north-south gable contains an off-center faux-panel
door with a fanlight to the west and a one-over-one-light vinyl window to the east. The south wall of the east-west
gable contains the same type of door at the west end with two two-part vinyl sliding windows to the east. The east
wall of the east-west gable holds a smaller two-part vinyl sliding window.
The east part of the rear wall is unfenestrated; the north wall of the north-gable gable contains a small two-part
window to the east and a very small (fixed?) window opening in the upper part of the wall to the west. The west wall
features a one-story shed-roof projection at its north end; its west wall contains a one-over-one-light vinyl window and
the south wall is unfenestrated. Farther south the west wall holds a single-light vinyl window.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.07-acre parcel is located at the northwest corner of E. Cedar Street and S. Colorado Avenue. There is a
newer, wide concrete sidewalk along Cedar Street with parallel street parking (no treelawn); along Colorado Avenue
is a treelawn in dirt and forbs and an older concrete sidewalk. The front lawn is mostly dirt; a gravel driveway with a
railroad tie border lies along the west edge of the parcel. The house is placed against the north parcel boundary. A
chainlink fence stands along the west property line.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
None.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1880-82

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view map, 1882 and own. Deeds
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Taylor, Richard W. and Mary F.
Source of Information: Ownership deeds

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
A circa 1949 photograph on an old assessor appraisal card documents extensive changes occurring to the house,
which historically had horizontal wood lap siding on walls and gable faces, two-over-two-light wood windows, two
brick chimneys, square wood porch supports, and (apparently) only one entrance--on the south wall of the northsouth gable. Since 2012 the house received new doors and windows (including window fenestration changes on the
front), replacement of porch supports, recladding of the front gable face, and application of nonhistoric siding. A
chainlink fence around the front yard also was removed.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling
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32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor provided a 1900 year of construction for this house, but it actually dates to before
1883. The footprint of the house appears on the Sanborn fire insurance map for that year.
Taylor. In 1880, Julia and Francis A. Lindig [?] sold this property to Richard W. Taylor. Taylor was born about 1838 in
England and was the husband of Mary F. Taylor, born about 1850 in Vermont. The Taylors lived on Main Street, and
Richard worked as a lawyer, according to the 1880 U.S. Census. The Taylors erected this house between 1880 and
1882. In 1882 R.W. Taylor and William Kempf entered an agreement to become partners in market gardening and
growing flowers. In March 1883 the Buena Vista Democrat mentioned that “Dick Taylor will build a brick store.” In
August 1883 the Democrat mentioned a photograph of Buena Vista taken by W. A. White, who also captured photos
of several residences in town, including that of Dick Taylor. The photograph has not been located by the current
survey. In the same year, R.W. Taylor transferred this property to his wife. The Taylors had a daughter, Bessie, who
attended the University of Nebraska in the early 1880s and married Alfred M. Kemble in 1886.
Interim Owners. In 1884 Mary F. Taylor sold the property to Mary J. Brown. The only mention of Brown discovered
was a Salida Mail article in 1905 indicating she lived in Russell Springs, Kansas, and was visiting relatives in the
area. In 1885 Edward Krueger acquired the property by purchasing a sheriff’s deed; he sold the parcel to James
McMicken the following year. Krueger was born in December 1859 in Germany and immigrated to the US in 1879. In
May 1889 the Buena Vista Democrat stated Edward Krueger had married his wife Sophia Hilziker, who was born in
Germany in 1869 and immigrated in 1888. Mr. Krueger was described as “one of our successful hardware
merchants, who by strict attention to business has accumulated a snug little competence.” In 1891 the Buena Vista
Herald advertised Edward Krueger’s business selling hardware, agricultural implements, glassware, and miners’ and
ranchers’ supplies. Krueger operated his store at 308-10 E. Main Street (5CF.3170), according to a previous survey
form. The 1900 US Census found the Kruegers living on Cedar Street and indicated that Edward was a hardware
merchant. By 1910 the family lived on Railroad Street.
McMicken. James McMicken acquired this property in 1886. Information on McMicken is somewhat cloudy due to
varied ways of referencing his name. James McMicken appears to have been born in Michigan in 1848. He married
Gertrude M. Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They became parents of a daughter, Gertrude Bell
McMicken, born in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 James McMicken lived in Gunnison, Colorado, where he operated a
livery, feed, and sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active in freighting, road grading, and cattle
and horse raising. An 1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of the cattle kings of Chaffee county.”
In the late 1880s McMicken started acquiring properties for rental in Buena Vista. By 1890 the Leadville Daily
Chronicle made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s houses, on Cedar street” in Buena Vista. In
1907 McMicken formed a business partnership with William W. Fay of Buena Vista. The two men stated they would
“give their personal attention to parties who wish to make large sales, or those who wish to invest. We are not in the
moonshine business [foolish talk or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer
and seller together. Our territory will be confined strictly to the planet, we will arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata
reported that McMicken’s advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.”
The 1910 census recorded James McMicken living on Cedar Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the
Chaffee County Democrat reported McMicken had a residence on N. Gunnison Avenue. He was hospitalized for
three years in Pueblo before his death in 1924. At the time of his passing, McMicken owned nineteen houses in
Buena Vista, acquiring them over the years and renting them out to produce income. Newspaper articles and a 1931
bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as “the McMicken houses,” which
were located in blocks 2, 4, 10, 53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these properties are included in the
2020-2021 historic buildings survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202 South Colorado Avenue.
Parks/Biggers. A granddaughter, Virginia Gertrude Parks, inherited all of James McMicken’s properties in 1925. She
was born in Colorado in August 1905 and grew up in Denver, where her father, Fred Willard Parks, was a successful
lawyer. Her mother, Gertrude Bell McMicken Parks, had passed away by the time of the 1910 U.S. Census, and a
servant was listed as residing with the father and daughter. Virginia married William Edward Biggers of Detroit in
Denver in 1926, and the couple honeymooned in Europe before moving to Michigan. The 1930 U.S. Census found
them living in Buffalo, New York, where William Biggers was president of the Graham Page automobile company. It
is likely that Virginia Biggers never utilized her grandfather’s Buena Vista real estate, as two years after marrying she
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sold the properties. She later married Clifford J. Backstrand of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a wealthy executive of a
manufacturing company, and she died in Lancaster in 1976.
Merrifield and Dobbins. Virginia Biggers was living in Buffalo, New York, when Roy Merrifield and G.A. Dobbins
acquired the parcel from her in 1925 (as well as four other properties included in the current survey). Dobbins
operated several businesses in Buena Vista, including a billiard parlor and a grocery, acquired real estate, and was
active in county politics. In 1937 Dobbins transferred his interest in this property to Roy and Charlotte Merrifield. In
1938 Roy transferred his interest to his wife, Charlotte, who was listed at this address in the 1976 city directory. Roy
(1892-1980) and Charlotte E. (1906-1998) Merrifield were longtime residents of Buena Vista. Roy’s parents, William
J. and Emma, came from England. His father was a miner in various towns, including Silver Plume, where Roy was
born before the family moved to Buena Vista. After the move, William did odd jobs and Emma established a bakery,
which reportedly sold hundreds of loaves of bread each morning. Roy’s first job was working for the Princeton Hotel
meeting trains of guests, taking care of their luggage, and directing them to the hotel. He later worked at Denver’s
Union station and as a miner in Cripple Creek before returning to Buena Vista. Roy started a restaurant, hiring
Charlotte Vickerson as a worker; they married in Canon City in 1924. She was the daughter of a miner and a midwife
who grew up in St. Elmo during its second mining boom. A son, Gary, was born in 1936.
The Merrifields started and sold several restaurants in Buena Vista, employing Roy’s skills as a cook. They opened
the Green Parrot, a restaurant and bar, on Main Street in 1947. After selling that business, Charlotte operated a
beauty parlor, worked at Buena Vista Drugs, managed the Buena Vista Hotel Lounge, and was employed at the Hi
Rocky Store until 1979, among other jobs. Roy opened a freight company, and operated a garage (K&M), and
managed the kitchens at the Colorado State Reformatory. Local historian Suzy Kelly described Roy as “happiest
fishing on a stream.” Charlotte wrote a well-received book, “Memories of St. Elmo,” with Suzy Kelly, published in
1992.
The property has remained in the Merrifield family with several transfers since they acquired it: 1938, Roy to
Charlotte; 1953, Charlotte to Charlotte and Roy; 1958, Charlotte and Roy to Gary and Betty Merrifield; 1967, Gary
and Betty Merrifield to Charlotte and Roy; and 2007, Gary and Betty Merrifield to Gary Merrifield and Betty Merrifield
Glen (the current owners, who live outside of town). The Merrifields owned other properties on Cedar and in other
parts of Buena Vista and apparently used this house as a rental property. The 1976 city directory showed Claudia
Buchholtz living here.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Charlotte Merrifield and Suzy
Kelly, Memories of St. Elmo (Colorado: Charlotte Merrifield, 1992), 96-99; Buena Vista Democrat, 1885-1889; Salida
Mail, 1905; Buena Vista Herald, 1891; Chaffee County Republican, 1898; Judy Porrata, Buena Vista: A Quick History
(Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1979), 56; Deon Wolfenbarger, 308-10 E. Main Street (5CF.3170),
Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
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B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. Richard W. and Mary F. Taylor erected this
house between 1880 and 1882 and owned the property until 1884. From 1886 to 1925 the house was owned by
James McMicken, one of his nineteen rental properties in the town. From 1925 to 1937, the property was owned by
Roy Merrifield and Grover A. Dobbins, and from 1938 to the present by Roy and Charlotte Merrifield (who operated
several restaurants and other businesses in town) and/or other members of their family. Given the loss of historic
integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register
listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house does not retain historic integrity due to the alterations described in the construction history, including
recladding of walls and gable faces, door and window replacement (including changes in fenestration), porch
rebuilding, and removal of two chimneys.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3424-01 to -05

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front and west wall of the house at 330 Cedar Street.
SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1949, in the files of Buena Vista
Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

This Google Street View image shows the front of the house at 330 Cedar Street before recent alterations.
SOURCE: Google Street View, image, 2012.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3424, 330 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Initials ___________________
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________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3425

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108404043

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Hill/Hecht/Doyle/Allinger House

6. Current Building Name:
Magaldi/Milliken Property

7. Building Address:

406 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Magaldi Mark F., Milliken, Lindsey, PO Box 1803, Lyons, CO 80540

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402058

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299871
2019

Year:

28-29

Map Scale:
Block(s): 4
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 49
X Width
16. Stories:

24

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
Metal
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This south facing, cross gable roof, one-story house contains 1,127 square feet of living space. The upper parts of
the walls are clad in wide, horizontal wood lap siding; below sill level the walls are clad with corrugated metal panels;
there are cornerboards. Gable faces are clad with staggered wood shingles. Stone is visible along the foundation.
The eaves are overhanging and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The front (south) features a center projecting gable; below is a shed roof open porch with thick square wood post
supports and a concrete deck and steps. The entrance contains a paneled and glazed wood door with a large
rectangular light. Flanking the entrance are large single-light fixed windows with plain wood surrounds. The east wall
of the east-west gable holds a tall one-over-one-light vinyl (possibly) window. The east wall of the north-south gable
contains two similar windows flanking a small square single-light window. The rear and west walls are not visible
from the public right-of-way.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.14-acre midblock parcel contains a house near the southwest corner, a garage and shed to the
northeast, and a second shed at the northwest corner. There is a wide concrete public sidewalk adjacent to Cedar
Street and parallel street parking. A planting area adjacent to the sidewalk holds mulch, ornamental grasses, and
Russian sage. The front yard features a flagstone sidewalk leading to the porch, with a branch sidewalk curving to
the east edge of the house. The front yard is covered in gravel and contains a shrub to the west and a fruit tree to the
east. A white vinyl fence stands along the west property line. A long gravel driveway extends along the east side of
the house to the garage at the rear. Shrubs and a small tree are present along the east edge of the driveway
adjacent to a vertical wood fence; the same type of fence encloses the rear yard, which contains a large tree.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (pre-1980s). The garage is not shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance maps, but is depicted in a circa
1980s assessor appraisal card drawing. The 17' x 12', front gable roof, log garage stands to the rear near the east
edge of the parcel facing south; a long gravel driveway provides access to Cedar Street. The squared logs are joined
with half-lap notching at corners. The front holds double wood garage doors with strap hinges; panels in the doors
are filled with diagonal wood board. The front gable face is clad with board-and-batten. The remaining walls are not
visible from the public right-of-way. The building has widely overhanging boxed eaves and the roof is clad with
asphalt composition shingles.
3. Shed (nonhistoric). This one-story, 12' x 8', gable roof shed stands north of the garage near the northeast corner of
the parcel. Its walls are clad with T1-11-type wood panel siding; there are cornerboards. The north and east walls are
unfenestrated; the north wall holds a metal louvered vent at the gable apex. The south and west walls are not visible
from the public right-of-way. The eaves are slightly overhanging, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition
shingles. The west roof slope contains a turbine vent.

4. Shed (unknown). This one-story building has a shed roof and faces south. Its east, west, and north walls are clad
with board-and-batten and are unfenestrated. The shed has overhanging eaves with exposed rafters. The roof is clad
with asphalt composition shingles. The south wall cannot be seen from the public-right-of-way.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1881-82

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view map, 1882 and deed information
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

King, Alice
Deed information

Source of Information:
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29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old appraisal card reported the house was remodeled in 1950; the photograph on the card shows the house clad
with narrow lap siding and decorative shingles on the front gable face. Google Street View images from 2012 reveal
major changes to the house, including: replacement of the porch; recladding of the walls with wider horizontal siding
and corrugated metal; and recladding of the gable face with staggered wood shingles. The windows are nonhistoric
and the fenestration has been altered. Since 2012, the front lawn has been changed and now features with gravel
(previously grass), a stone border near the house, and a flagstone sidewalk (formerly concrete).
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This house appears to date to before 1882, as a side-gable roof dwelling is shown in this location on the 1882 birdseye-view map of Buena Vista. The 1883 Sanborn fire insurance map also shows a house on this parcel. The 1926
Sanborn map shows a larger, rectangular house in the same location, and the assessor provides a 1913 year of
construction. The house may have been substantially expanded between 1908 and 1926. The property is associated
some of the important early businesspersons in town.
King. Mrs. Alice King owned the parcel when the house was built. She acquired the property from the Buena Vista
Land Company in July 1881 for $100 and sold it in 1882 for $800; the deed noted the transaction included "all the
buildings on said lot." Lands transfers involving King indicated she lived in Chaffee County, but no one of that name
appeared in Chaffee County in the 1880 US census or 1885 Colorado census.
Huff. Abner Huff bought Lot 29 (on which the house stands) from King in 1882. Abner Huff was born in Maine in the
1830s and appeared in Buena Vista at the time of the 1880 U.S. Census. At that time he was a grocer who was a
widower and lived with two others from Maine named Causland. The August 1881 Buena Vista Herald contained an
ad for “Huff & Parsons, wholesale and retail dealers in staple and fancy groceries.” The partnership ended, and in
1883 Huff opened a feed store in the same location on Main Street, dealing in flour, feed, hay, and grain. He was one
of the people who lost substantial money when the local bank of Hiller, Hallock & Co. failed in 1884 and may have left
town. The Buena Vista Democrat reported in May 1886: “A. Huff has returned from California. He has always made a
first class citizen for Buena Vista and our people are highly pleased in his return. He may go into his old business, but
nothing is definite.” In June 1887 he was listed as one of the directors of a new hotel, while in September he sold lots
28 and 29 of block 4 (this property) to Sol Hecht for $500. In November Huff left for California.
Hecht. The Buena Vista Democrat reported the sale, noting that Hecht had purchased the Huff residence next to
C.C. Bockhouse on Cedar Street “a neat property.” Solomon “Sol” Hecht was born in Germany in 1855 and
immigrated to the United States in 1868. He reported a difficult early life, stating: “I learned to read, write and work
problems in arithmetic from a servant girl that worked in the family of my employer.” Hecht arrived in Colorado in
1879 with skills as a tailor and was listed in Salida by 1882 as the manager of “Cheap John’s house.” In October
1882 he married Fannie Rosenthal, who was born in 1859 in Germany and came to the US in 1879. A daughter,
Stella, was born in 1884, and a second daughter, Blanche, was born in 1889, who lived until age 10. Sol’s obituary
stated: “He became the father of a lovely girl and sought to …give her the advantages that the poverty of his early life
had denied to him.”
In 1886 the California Clothing House in Buena Vista advertised it was “in charge of the old tailer [sic] Sol Hecht.” He
was then 40 years old. One report indicated he had formerly lived in Chillicothe, Ohio. By 1889 Sol Hecht was
operating his Boston Clothing Store on Main Street. In 1890 the Buena Vista Democrat described the business as
“one of the best clothing stores in the west. Surely Buena Vista never had an institution that so favors its citizens with
low prices and good goods.” However, things took a downward turn by June 1891, when the newspaper reported,
“Sol Hecht & Co. wish to announce they will soon leave the city.” Hecht secured employment at a tailor’s shop in
Salida, and the family moved there. His name appeared on a delinquent tax list in Buena Vista in September 1891.
The following month, Simonson & Co. announced they had “purchased the bankrupt stock of Sol Hecht & Co.” and
would conduct a “Great Slaughter Sale.” In March 1892 a trustee’s sale notice announced that Sol Hecht’s lots 28
and 29 of Block 4 would be sold to secure payments of promissory notes given by Hecht.
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The Hecht family moved to Leadville in 1897, and Sol opened a custom tailoring shop on Harrison Avenue that he
operated for many years. In 1919 he was called the town’s “pioneer tailor” by the Leadville Herald Democrat. Stella
Hecht passed away, leaving a young daughter that the Hechts devoted themselves to; their labor was intended to
provide his granddaughter with a college education. Fannie died in July 1923 and was buried at the Hebrew
Cemetery in Leadville. In December 1924 Sol developed double pneumonia and died, eliciting “much regret and
sorrow at the passing of an old favorite.” A speaker at his burial in the Hebrew Cemetery stated that Hecht was “a
hundred percent American, a good neighbor, and a good friend.”
Doyle. The Chaffee County Republican reported in June 1896 that “Thomas Doyle has just purchased a handsome
little residence on Cedar street, formerly the Sol. Hecht place.” In contrast, Chaffee County records indicate that
Wylie Brothers and Co. of Erie, New York had acquired the property in the earlier trustee’s sale, selling it to Caroline
Doyle in 1899. Caroline Doyle was born in Sweden in 1861 and moved with her parents to the US in 1868. By 1870
the family lived in Kansas, where her father was a farmer. In 1881 she married Thomas Doyle, who was born in New
York in 1854. The couple moved to Colorado, where three children were born: Rose Anna, 1882; George H., 1883;
and Thomas A.A., 1890. In Buena Vista by 1885 the firm of “C. Doyle, Furniture Dealer, Undertaker, and Embalmer”
was advertised. Thomas Doyle reportedly operated the business. In the same year, the Chaffee County Times
reported that Mrs. C. Doyle opened a new restaurant called “The Vienna,” which offered “first class meals at all
hours.” In 1886 C. Doyle’s provided upholstery, carpet, and packaging services. In 1893 it was reported that C. Doyle
purchased 10 acres of land in Chaffee County for the purpose of starting a cemetery.
The Doyle family was listed on Cedar Street in the 1900 US Census. Apparently, they ran into financial difficulties
perhaps tied to a national economic downturn in 1907, and the Colorado Republican recorded a deed of trust transfer
of the property back to the couple for $1. The Doyles appeared on Cedar Street again in the 1910 US Census. In
1914 Thomas Henry Doyle, age 60, committed suicide after becoming “despondent.” By that time he had sold the
furniture business and only operated the undertaking establishment. The Salida Record reported the Doyles had
been separated for some time and his wife was away visiting in St. Elmo when he died. Mr. Doyle was described as
“an old-timer in the county.”
In 1923 Mrs. Doyle’s home on Cedar Street was advertised for sale and she moved to Los Angeles. By 1940 she
returned to Buena Vista, living in the home of her daughter, Rose A. Richards, who was postmistress of Buena Vista.
Caroline Doyle passed away in October 1942 and is buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery. Rose Richards had become
owner of the Cedar Street property in 1923, when her mother moved to California and held it about three years. She
had sold it in 1926 to Tyler F. Wright, who had worked as an officer at the Colorado State Reformatory in a prominent
position before resigning to go to Calhan to operate a mercantile business and a farm in 1925. He sold the property
to Bert F. Allinger in 1928.
Allinger. Bertian Frank “Bert” Allinger was born in Cripple Creek, Colorado in August 1895. The 1910 US Census
recorded his family, headed by James, a laborer, and Bertha, an immigrant from Germany, living in Buena Vista on
Mill Street. Bert volunteered for the military during World War I, reporting he worked as a miner in a Breckenridge
gold mine. Allinger indicated he was a private in the Colorado National Guard. He was reported to be one of the first
young men from Colorado to volunteer. An accident during military training led to amputation of his left foot, and he
spent many months recuperating in military hospitals such as Letterman General Hospital in San Francisco in 1920.
By 1930 he was living with his father, James, in Buena Vista and working at the Colorado State Reformatory. Bert
married Verna Hooper (born in Kansas in 1910) in Salida in 1932. Mr. Allinger served as superintendent of the
Colorado Fish Hatchery in La Jara in the 1940s. In 1968 Bert added Verna May Allinger as a co-owner of the
property. Phone books of the 1960s list Verna on Cedar Street. Bert died in 1969 in Denver, and Verna served as
sole owner before passing away in 2000.
In 2000 Verna May Allinger sold the property to Cathleen T. Sloniger and the estate of Patricia R. Carey. Sloniger
became the sole owner in 2001. Following her death, the property passed to Deirdre Sloniger and Cathleen L.
Breidenbach. In 2018 they sold the property to Erik Brofos and Joelle Marie Hill, who listed their mailing address as
Vail, Colorado. Mark F. Magaldi Mark F. and Lindsey Milliken became owners in 2020.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Buena Vista Democrat, 8
September 1887; Chaffee County Republican, 24 June 1896, 2 August 1907, and 6 July 1923, 23 June 1893, 28
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September 1923; Buena Vista Democrat, 29 September 1886, 10 October 1888, 4 April 1889, 28 August 1890, 3
June 1891, 12 September 1891, 7 October 1891, 3 September 1892; Chaffee County Times, 13 August 1885; 5
November 1885; 6 October 1886; Salida Mail 18 August 1925; Chaffee County Democrat, 1 February 1919; Buena
Vista city directory and telephone books, 1913-1914 through 1977.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. This house was built by Mrs. Alice King ca.
1881-82. The property was associated with several early Buena Vista business people, including: grocer Abner Huff
(1882-87); Jewish tailor and clothing merchant Solomon Hecht (1887-96); undertakers and furniture store owners
Thomas and Caroline Doyle (1896-1923); and Bertian F. Allinger (1928-69), a Colorado State Reformatory employee
and superintendent of a fish hatchery in La Jara. Given the negative impacts on historic integrity discussed below in
Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does
not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This dwelling possesses diminished historic integrity due to changes occurring since 2012, including recladding of
walls and gable faces and window and porch alterations.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
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46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3425-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 406 Cedar Street.
SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena
Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

This Google Street View image shows the front of the house at 406 Cedar Street before recent
alterations. SOURCE: Google Street View, image, 2012.
Sketch Map
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The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3425, 406 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3426

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327109304245

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Ashley/Holbert/Humphrey/Swanson House

6. Current Building Name:
Best Property

7. Building Address:

430 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Best, Robert, PO Box 1230, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402138

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299899
2019

Year:

17-18

Map Scale:
Block(s): 4
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Square
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 33
16. Stories:

X Width

33

1 1/2

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Stucco
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Dormers. Fence. Glass block. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,128-square-foot, one-and-half-story, cross gable roof houses faces south toward Cedar Street and has
roughly textured stucco walls and gable faces. The northeast corner of the house is composed of a one-story shed
roof section. All windows are flat-headed nonhistoric replacements, and fenestration has also been altered. The
eaves are slightly overhanging, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The front (south) features a shed roof open porch at the southeast corner with a concrete deck and wrought
supports, balustrade, and railing. A flush wood door with three slanted lights in its upper part and a picture window
face the porch. Above the porch is a gabled roof dormer with a two-part metal sliding window. The south wall of the
north-south gable contains a greatly altered canted bay window: the original roof (with molding and a dentilled band)
and the base remain, with the area between replaced with a shallow rectangular bay holding a picture window with a
wood surround.
The east wall of the east-west gable contains a similarly altered historic bay window. The east wall of the shed roof
part holds a two-part sliding vinyl window with a projecting stuccoed sill; its north wall contains the same type of
window (exposed bricks are visible on the projecting sill). The north wall of the north-south gables features an offcenter paneled and glazed wood door with a large rectangular light facing a wood deck. The west wall holds two
paired vinyl windows (possibly one-over-one-light) flanking a center glass block window. The west roof slope holds
two gabled dormers, each with two-part metal windows.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Gabled Ell

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.14-acre parcel is located at the northwest corner of E. Cedar Street and S. Court Avenue. The primary
house is located on the west property line in the southern part of the property facing Cedar Street, while the
secondary dwelling is situated at the northeast corner, facing east and addressed as 112 S. Court. Along Cedar
Street is a wide concrete public sidewalk and parallel street parking; along Court avenue is a wide parking area
covered in dirt and forbs, with a planting area bordered by small boulders at its south end. The south and east edges
of the front yard are enclosed by a split rail wood fence; a chainlink fence extends the wood fence to the rear corner
of the primary house. A section of chainlink fence stands in front of the secondary house; a section of concrete
sidewalk with metal tubular railings extends toward Court Avenue. The front and rear yards are in grass; a small tree
stands at the southeast corner of the backyard. A gravel alley is at the rear (north) of the property.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Secondary House (1946, assessor). The secondary house (not shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map)
faces east toward S. Court Avenue. The one-story dwelling is roughly T-shaped, with a main east-west front gable
roof wing with a shorter north-south gabled wing extending to the south. Walls are clad in rough textured stucco. The
house has overhanging boxed eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. The front contains a
center entrance with a flush wood door with a small diamond light flanked by replacement one-over-one-light vinyl
windows. The north wall contains a similar window and the west wall holds an off-center two-part vinyl sliding window.
The west gable apex contains a opening with a wood surround. The south and east walls of the north gable and the
south wall of the east-west gable each hold a center one-over-one-light vinyl window. The replacement of all windows
and the door appears to be the principal alteration.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1885

Source of Information: Buena Vista Democrat, July 29, 1885
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Ashley, Calvin “Cal”
Buena Vista Democrat, July 29, 1885

Source of Information:

Actual
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29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old appraisal card noted the house was remodeled in 1962. Sanborn maps show bay windows on the front and
east that have been substantially altered from a canted design to a shallower rectangular shape and with picture
windows installed. Other changes in fenestration include installation of replacement horizontal sliding windows.
Sanborn maps through 1926 identify this dwelling as one-story; the dormers may be later additions. Walls are now
covered with rough textured stucco. The original porch columns were replaced with wrought iron supports. The
house appears unchanged since 2012, based on Google Street View images.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This house was erected in 1885, according to a newspaper article. The footprint of the house is shown on an 1886
Sanborn fire insurance map. The location of the house is not covered by the 1883 Sanborn map. The Chaffee
County assessor reports an incorrect 1900 year of construction.
Ashley. Chaffee County records indicate that this property was sold in 1879 by Alden and Caroline M. Speare to
partners Wade and Ashley. Calvin “Cal” Ashley later became sole owner and built a house here. In 1883 the Buena
Vista Democrat endorsed him as a candidate for road overseer, judging: “He is able and competent and will receive a
handsome endorsement.” In February 1885 the newspaper reported: “Cal Ashley moved his house this morning,
from Cedar Street to upper Main Street.” In July 1885 the Democrat mentioned: “Cal Ashley and Billy Fay will erect
two elegant brick residences on their Cedar Street lots.” At the end of July the newspaper commented: “Cal Ashley’s
brick residence will be a beautiful one when completed.” In May 1886 his house was described as “the neatest and
most elegantly finished residence in the city.”
Johnson. County records show Calvin Ashley sold this property to Henry R. Johnson in 1890. In November 1890 the
Buena Vista Democrat observed: “H.R. Johnson has purchased the Cal Ashley property on Cedar street, one of the
prettiest residences in Buena Vista.” At that time, Ashley was described as “a pioneer resident of Alpine” and a
longtime businessman in Buena Vista. Johnson was a saloon owner, who also leased the Lake House hotel and
served as an agent for “Manitou,” a pure mineral spring water in 1890. He apparently defaulted on a loan and this
property was acquired by the Colorado Loan & Mortgage Co.
Holbert. Although records indicate that Harry Ellwood Corser acquired the property in a public trustee sale in 1903,
Johnson's daughter, Ella Mae Holbert, appears to have redeemed the property. Holbert was born in South Bend,
Indiana, about 1861, and came to Buena Vista as an adult about 1904, when her father died. Her name appeared in
the 1911-12 and 1913-14 Buena Vista directory, with her residence being on “Court nw cor Cedar.” Mrs. Holbert had
a boarder, George W. Holbert, a watchman for the Buena Vista Electric, Light & Power Plant. She also had a home
in Atchison, Kansas, where her husband, W.B. Holbert lived. Mrs. Holbert passed away in Buena Vista in 1919 and
was buried in Atchison, Kansas. Three daughters and two sons survived her.
Humphrey. Frank L. Humphrey acquired the property prior to 1944, when he added his wife, Mary V., as co-owner.
An online document, “Colorado Funeral Service History to 1997,” indicates that from 1933-1946 F.L. Humphrey
Funeral Home was operated in Buena Vista by Frank L. Humphrey. The story appears to be more complex. Frank
Louis Humphrey was born about 1915 in Wisconsin. His father, Hubert L. Humphrey, owned a furniture store in 1920.
Furniture dealers often supplied caskets and became morticians during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Hubert Humphrey took up the occupation, as revealed in the 1930 U.S. Census. Frank’s mother, Lucy, had passed
away by that date. At that time, the father and son were living in Berthoud, Colorado, where Hubert continued to work
as a mortician.
The online document referenced above would indicates that the Humphreys may have moved to Buena Vista and
established a mortuary in 1933. At that time, Frank would have been 18, and Herbert was more likely the principal
operator. The 1940 US Census recorded Hubert in Buena Vista, working as a mortician and living on Main Street.
Records indicate Frank married Marjorie Forman in Buena Vista in 1935 and they divorced in 1938. Mary V.
Humphreys was his second wife. In 1945 Frank L. Humphrey was certified as a registered embalmer by the State of
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Colorado, likely working with his father. The Humphreys sold the property in 1946 to Dana Bliss Champlin and Dana
Jane Champlin. The Humphrey Funeral Home closed at the same time.
Swanson. In 1949 Floyd M. and Kate Shore became owners, holding it for just two years before selling to Jack H.
and Marie E. Behrman. In 1956, Allen C. and Bonnie L. Swanson acquired the property. The house remained in the
Swanson family until 2009. Allen Conway Swanson was born in May 1928 in Steamboat Springs as one of ten
children of Morten and Clara Swanson. At the time of the World War II draft registration Allen was living in Buena
Vista and employed by Irving Avery Sawmill. In 1951 he was employed as a laborer at the CF&I steel mill in Pueblo.
The 1969 and 1976 directories for Buena Vista list A.C. Swanson at 430 Cedar. Mr. Swanson passed away in
October 1989. Bonnie Lou became the sole owner of the property in 2005 and transferred ownership to the Bonnie L.
Swanson Irrevocable Trust the same year. She was born in Winfield, Kansas, in November 1927 and died in
Centennial, Colorado, in 2011. Both of the Swansons are buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
John M. Cogswell became owner of the property in 2009 and then transferred ownership to Best Healthcare LLC
later that year. In 2017 current owner Robert Best acquired the property. He lives elsewhere in Buena Vista.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Buena Vista Democrat, July
29, 1885; Find a Grave; "Colorado Funeral Service History to 1997," online; Buena Vista Democrat, 1883, February
1885, May 1886, and November 1890.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
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founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. Calvin “Cal” Ashley erected this dwelling in
1885. Later owners included: saloon owner Henry R. Johnson (1890-1903), followed by his daughter Ella Mae
Holbert (1903-19) and undertaker Frank L. Humphrey and his wife, Mary V. (unknown-1946).Given the loss of
historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State
Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house no longer possesses historic integrity due to the changes noted in the construction history, including
altering the bay windows and porch, stuccoing the brick walls, changing window fenestration and installing
nonhistoric windows, and likely installing the dormers.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3426-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 430 Cedar Street; the
secondary house is to the right. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card
photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the secondary house at 430 Cedar Street (view
northwest). SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the
files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3426, 430 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3427

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327109328016

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Pelta/Thomas House,
Hollenbeck/Humphrey Property
6. Current Building Name:
Thomas House

7. Building Address:

501 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Thomas, James S. Jr., PO Box 196, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SW 1/4
13

14 S
SW 1/4

of Section

Easting 402192

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W

Range
9

Northing 4299871
2019

Year:

1-2

Map Scale:
Block(s): 28
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 50
16. Stories:

X Width

40

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney. Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,132-square-foot one-story cross gable roof house (Resource 1) faces north toward Cedar Street. Its walls are
clad with narrow lap siding and there are cornerboards; gable faces are clad with wider lap siding. The house
features overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. There is a corbelled brick
chimney on the rear ridge and a metal pipe chimney on the roof of the east shed roof projection.
The front (north) features a hipped roof porch with turned spindle supports with decorative brackets and a concrete
deck. An off-center entrance facing the porch holds a vertical board door with a small rectangular light (nonhistoric).
East of the entrance is a large two-part window (replacement). The west wall of the front gable holds a two-part
window. The north, west, and south walls of the east-west gabled wing hold tall two-over-two-light wood windows.
The west wall of the north-south gable wing contains (from north to south) a plate glass window, two paired sets of
four-light wood windows, a wood door with a large rectangular light (with a wood storm door), and a single-light
rectangular window.
The south walls of the north-south wing and the shed roof projection each hold small two-part horizontal sliding
windows. There is a cellar entrance at the base of the rear wall. The east wall of the shed roof section is not visible
from the public right-of-way; its north wall holds a horizontal window opening covered with a wood panel. The east
wall of the north-south gable wing is unfenestrated.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.14-acre parcel lies at the southeast corner of E. Cedar street and S. Court Avenue. There is no treelawn
or public sidewalk along either street; rather there are dirt parking areas abutting each roadway. The house stands in
the northwest corner of the property with the garage in the southwest corner. A concrete sidewalk provides access to
the front porch; another sidewalk extends from a concrete stoop on the west side of the house to Court Street. The
property contains a number of mature trees, including three large deciduous trees along Cedar Street, three large
evergreen trees adjacent to Court Street, and another deciduous tree north of the garage. The front and rear yards
are in grass; several shrubs stand inside the fence in the front yard, and a large lilac is located west of the house and
north of the garage. A woven wire fence on metal posts encloses the front yard and extends along the west edge of
the property. A chainlink fence is present along the east property line with several large lilacs next to it in the rear
yard. A section of wood picket fence is in place along the alley east of the garage.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (ca. 1908-26, Sanborn maps). The assessor provided a 1950 year of construction but this garage
appeared on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. The 528-square-foot, one-story, front gable roof garage faces
west onto S. Court Street. The walls are clad with asphalt composition roofing shingles and there are cornerboards;
the west gable face is clad with the same material, while the east gable features board-and-batten cladding. There is
a full-width shed projection on the north and another shed roof projection on the east. The front (west) holds two sets
of double vertical board doors with strap hinges. The south wall features two six-light wood windows to the east. The
east shed projection features board-and-batten walls. Its south wall holds a vertical board door with strap hinges, and
the east and north walls are unfenestrated. The north wall of the garage contains a wood door with a four-light upper
portion to the east (a sign above the door reads "Grandpa's Lair") and a four-light wood window to the west with a
wood surround. The building has overhanging eaves and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. There is
a stationary wind vane at the east end of the ridge.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

pre-1890

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance map, 1890
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Hollenbeck, John and Eliza

Actual
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Ownership history

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
A circa 1980s assessor appraisal card drawing and photograph shows the shed roof projection to the east
(construction date unknown). Other alterations include the large two-part window on the front (present in a circa
1980s appraisal card photograph) and replacement of the front door. The house appears unchanged since 2012,
based on Google Street View images.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
Although the Chaffee County Assessor supplied an 1899 year of construction for this house, the 1890 Sanborn fire
insurance map indicates it was built prior to 1890. Earlier Sanborns do not cover this location. A house with a very
different shape is shown in this approximate location on the 1882 birds-eye-view map of Buena Vista.
Hollenbeck. John G. Hollenbeck was the first owner identified in county records; it is uncertain if he ever lived here.
Hollenbeck was born in October 1844 in Pennsylvania and married Eliza J. Kimball in 1875. A daughter, Pearl, was
born in Michigan in 1879. By 1880, the Hollenbecks lived in Nebraska, where John was a farmer. A son, Lewis, was
born in Colorado in 1882. In Chaffee County, John Hollenbeck owned a farm and served several years as county
superintendent of schools. He later became county treasurer. By 1903 the Hollenbecks lived in the Salida area,
where John served as vice president of the First National Bank in 1907. In 1920 he and Eliza lived on Wood Avenue
in Salida. John Hollenbeck died in that year and is buried at Fairview Cemetery.
Pelta. John Hollenbeck sold the property in 1893 to Henry J. Pelta for $600, a sum suggesting a building was present
on the parcel then. Members of the Pelta family had lived on Cedar Street since the 1880s, as documented in local
newspapers. The property remained in the Pelta family until 1941, with ownership passing over the years to several
members: Joseph Pelta (1893); Rebecca Pelta (1901); Edward Pelta (1925); and Frances S. Pelta (1928).
Henry J. Pelta was born in October 1865 in New York. His father and mother, Joseph and Hana (or Hannah) were
born in Prussia and the family retained their Jewish heritage. By 1900, Henry was living in Leadville as a merchant
with his wife, Nettie (nee Goldsmity), whom he married in 1892 in that city. A son, Ralph, was born in 1893 in Buena
Vista. By the 1910 US Census, Henry J. Pelta was a widower, living in a boarding house in Colorado Springs. His
occupation was recorded as “merchant/department store.” Ralph Pelta lived with him. Henry J. Pelta passed away in
1918 in Illinois and is buried in Colorado Springs.
After the 1893 purchase of this parcel, Henry J. Pelta immediately transferred it to his father, Joseph H. Pelta. In
1898 the Chaffee County Republican reported: “A number of friends of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pelta gave them a
genuine surprise Tuesday evening by taking possession of their home on Cedar Street” and serving food and having
“parlor pastimes.” Joseph had been a furniture and clothing dealer in New York in 1880. The 1900 US Census found
Joseph (born March 1835, age 65) working as a merchant tailor and living on Cedar Street in Buena Vista with his
wife, Hana, and son Addie (a misspelling of Eddie, Edward J.), a barber. Mrs. Pelta died in March 1901 of pneumonia
and was buried in the United Hebrew Cemetery in St. Louis. Joseph died in Colorado Springs in August 1903 and is
buried in the same location as his wife.
Joseph and Hana's son Edward J. Pelta was born about 1876 in New York and came west with his parents. In June
1901 he married Rebecca (Reba) Sellner in New York. When the Peltas received the house from Edward’s father, it
was transferred to Rebecca. It appears that the couple lived elsewhere at first, but later returned to this house. In
1905 the E.J. Peltas lived in Salida, while in 1910 they resided on Court Street in Buena Vista with their sons, Harold
and Sidney Joseph. Edward was employed as a barber. In the 1920s they lived on Cedar at the corner of Court (this
house). By 1926 Edward had a different wife, Frances (nee Schwartz, age 45, born Poland or Hungary), and in 1928
she was listed as owner of the property. The 1930 and 1940 US Censuses recorded them here. Edward Pelta was a
barber in 1930, and in 1940 his son, Harold, had the same profession. The date of Edward’s death is unclear, but it
may have motivated the sale of the house by Frances in 1941. She was living in Los Angeles by 1950, but was buried
under the same grave marker as Edward and Reba in the Sons of Israel Cemetery in Colorado Springs when she
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passed away in 1967.
Humphrey. Frances Pelta sold the property to Hubert L. Humphrey in 1941. It is not known if he lived here.
Humphrey, who operated a funeral home, died December 4, 1944. The parcel passed to his son, Frank H.
Humphrey. In 1944 Frank added his wife, Mary V. Humphrey, as a co-owner. In 1945 Frank Humphrey was certified
as a registered embalmer by the State of Colorado.
Pate. The Humphreys sold the property later in 1945 to Thomas F. and Nina Etta Pate. Thomas F. Pate (1907-1972)
was born in March 1907. He lived in Colorado Springs during 1928-1934. By the 1940s he was residing in Alma,
Colorado, and employed by London Mines & Milling Co. He worked as a foreman at the Colorado State Reformatory
in Buena Vista for 23 years. By 1950 the Pates had divorced, and Nina transferred this property to her husband. In
1954 Thomas added Marjorie Ann Pate as a co-owner.
Thomas. James S. Thomas, Jr., who was born in May 1931 in Buena Vista, acquired the property in 1961. His father,
James S. Thomas, Sr. was warden at the Colorado State Reformatory from 1944-1958. James, Jr. married Martha
E. Thomas in 1951 and added his wife as a co-owner. She was born in 1929 in Ovid and came to Buena Vista in
1950. The couple had two children. Mrs. Thomas was a librarian at the Buena Vista Public Library for many years.
James became sole owner of the property following her death in 2011 and still owns and lives at this property.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Buena Vista Democrat, 18831885; Chaffee County Republican, 10 March 1898; Jewish Gen Online; Colorado Springs Gazette, 5 January 1972;
Chaffee County Times, 13 April 2011.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
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represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. Farmer, county superintendent of schools,
and later banker John Hollenbeck built this house sometime before 1890 but does not appear to have lived here. The
Peltas, a Jewish mercantile family, became long-term owners/residents from 1893 to 1941, including: merchant tailor
Joseph H. (1893-1901); Rebecca Pelta (wife of his son Edward, 1901-1925); barber Edward Pelta (1925-28); and
Frances S. Pelta (Edward's second wife, 1928-41). While this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for
National Register listing given the east addition and the nonhistoric front window, the house retains more original
elements than most properties included in the 2020-21 historic buildings survey, including narrow lap wood siding,
porch components, and two-over-two-wood windows. It is evaluated as potentially eligible to the State Register in the
area of Architecture and Ethnic Heritage/European. It is assessed as eligible as a local landmark under criteria: A,
exemplifying specific elements of an architectural style or period and K, representing an association with a particular
ethnic group (the Peltas, who were Jewish).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house displays moderate historic integrity. It retains elements reflecting Late Victorian design, including its crossgable roof , narrow lap wood siding, corbelled brick chimney, porch with spindles and brackets, and some tall twoover-two-light wood windows. Principal alterations include a shed roof addition to the east, installation of a large
window on the front, and other window additions/alterations to the rear of the north-south wing.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3427-01 to -11

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 501 Cedar Street. SOURCE: Chaffee County
Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3427, 501 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3428

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327109321186

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Webb House

6. Current Building Name:
Selby Property

7. Building Address:

518 Cedar Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Selby, Jed W., PO Box 4259, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NW

6th
1/4

NW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SW 1/4
13

14 S
SW 1/4

of Section

Easting 402230

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): N/A
Year of Addition:

Addition: Selby at Cedar
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

9

Northing 4299946

22A

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 67

78 W

Range

X Width

50

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Stucco
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Attached garage. Chimney. Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,618-square-foot, one-story, cross-gable roof house faces south and consists a north-south front gable roof
garage wing to the east and a long side gabled roof wing to the west. Near the west end is a projecting front gabled
bay; the west wall features a one-story projection with an asymmetrical (saltbox) roof. The walls are smooth stucco.
The house has overhanging boxed eaves, and the roof is clad with corrugated metal panels. There are two raised,
shallow-domed skylights on the south roof slope. A tall, corbelled brick chimney is present at the rear and has a
metal cap.
The front contains an off-center entrance (slightly west of center) with a steeply pitched gabled roof gable. An open
porch with a shallow pitched gable roof has wood post supports and a wood deck. The entrance contains a paneled
and glazed wood door with a large rectangular light. East of the entrance the front holds a wide two-part sliding
window, followed by two plate glass single-light windows (all with wood frames). West of the entrance are two plate
glass single-light windows.
The lower part of the projecting gabled bay to the west is slightly inset. Its east and west walls each contain paired sixlight wood windows; its south wall holds triple six-light wood windows. The west wall of the main wing holds a twopart sliding wood window. The saltbox projection to the west holds paired four-light wood windows on the south and
west walls. There is a louvered vent at the apex of the west wall.

The garage wing at the east end contains a wide paneled wood door and a two-part sliding window on its west wall
(both with wood surrounds). The front (south) features an overhead sectional wood garage door; one section holds
five lights. There is a square opening at the gable apex in a decorative surround.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This roughly L-shaped 0.19-acre parcel resulted from a 2012 replatting, with one leg of the L containing a gravel
driveway permitting access to Cedar Street. Several small houses (not on this parcel) have been constructed to the
south since 2017. The house on this parcel is set back from the street at the rear of the lot facing south. An
ornamental iron fence on wood posts divides the front yard from the properties to the south; the front yard is in grass
and forbs and a large wood deck extends between the garage and the front porch.. A vertical board fence stands
along the west, east, and north property lines. Another section of vertical board fence encloses an area at the west
end of the house.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
None. The small houses between this house and Cedar Street are not located on this parcel.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1928

Actual

Source of Information: Chaffee County Assessor
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Webb, William H. and Fannie
Ownership deeds

Source of Information:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
There is no Sanborn fire insurance map coverage for this location. An old assessor appraisal card stated the house
was remodeled in 1964. The projecting garage at the east end of the dwelling was added in 1997. The original
appearance of the house is unknown; possible alterations appear to include window and door replacement (including
possible changes in fenestration); porch addition/alteration; construction of the projection at the west end of the
building; addition of roof skylights and installation of metal roofing. The house appears unchanged since 2012, based
on Google Street View images. The houses between this house and Cedar Street that alter the setting were added
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after 2012; similar houses to the west along Cedar Street were already in place.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This property's legal description is now Selby at Cedar, Lot 22A, a replat filed in 2012. Originally it was described as
Block 21, Lots 22-25, Original Town. The 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map shows this parcel as undeveloped, so the
1928 year of construction provided by the Chaffee County Assessor may be correct.
Fuqua. In 1928 John H. Gabathuler sold all of Block 21 to Marion S. Fuqua, a St. Louis real estate dealer. He was
the husband of Byrd Raikes Fuqua (1886-1956), a wealthy, flamboyant “club woman” of St. Louis. In 1924 she
purchased the abandoned Alpine town site to create a recreational project called the Mount Princeton Byrd Colony.
The Byrd Colony sought to recreate the atmosphere of Colorado’s mining days of the 1870s, with log cabins
reflecting designs of the prospecting era. Fuqua's plans included a boy’s camp, wild animal preserve, dude ranch,
and hot springs area. Byrd Fuqua first came to Chaffee County nearly blind in about 1923, but reportedly recovered
her eyesight after bathing in the Hortense Hot Springs and immediately began buying land in the Chalk Creek area.
In 1928 M.S. and Byrd Fuqua sold all of Block 21 to W.H. Webb.
Webb. William H. Webb appears to have erected this house. He was born in Mississippi in 1881 and lived in that
state through at least 1910. He and Fanny Huey married about 1906 and by 1918 they were living in Colorado
Springs. The 1920 census found the couple in Coaldale, Fremont County, where they were farming. In 1923, Webb
opted for a different career, acquiring Doyle Undertakers on Main Street in Buena Vista in 1923 and renaming it the
Webb Hotel and Undertaking Parlor. Following the death of her husband in 1932, Fannie (Huey) Webb became the
owner of the business and this property. She continued the business until 1954. She died in Belzoni, Mississippi, on
January 7, 1960. Webb sold this property to Paul J. Cummings in 1935. According to a 1936 bill of sale, the couple
also operated the "Webb Cottages" on Lots 7 to 26, Block 21. The July 1936 document sold all of the furnishings and
equipment at the cottages to Richard Cummings. The detailed listing suggests there were thirteen units at the
cottages.
Later Owners. Cummings defaulted in repayment of the loan, and Fannie Webb regained the property in 1946. The
judgement included Block 21, Lots 7 through 26 and all of Block 28. Prior to this, Webb (then Fannie Webb Rueppel)
sold the property to Claude J. and Jessie H. McLean. They transferred it to Joseph F. and Undine P. Schuette later in
1946. Undine was Fannie Webb Rueppel's niece. Herman E. and Norma Jean Rowe became owners in 1957. They
did not repay the loan, and Undine P. Schuette regained the property in 1964.
EMT Partnership acquired the property in 1978. In 1979 EMT sold to Arvid M. and Adele J. Hanson, who immediately
passed the property to Treva J. Campbell. Campbell held the property until 1996 when Randall K. Johnson became
the owner. The present owner, Jed K. Selby acquired the property in 2003 and filed the Selby at Cedar plat in 2012.
South and west of this parcel Selby constructed a dozen small, narrow frame cottages. Selby and his sister, Katie
Selby, both professional kayakers, became significant figures in town development in the early twenty-first century,
donating an area along the river south of downtown to the town for a whitewater rafting park and creating the South
Main New Urbanist area on the river southeast of downtown. The planned 315-unit project on nearly forty acres
features high density land use with a mix of houses, commercial, office, public spaces, and the Surf Chateau hotel.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Chaffee County Republican,
May 1923, 1 and June 15, 1956, 1; Fay Golson, Jacobs Building, Buena Vista Colorado, National Register of Historic
Places nomination (NRIS 11000946), July 1, 2011.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
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Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is associated with 1920s residential construction in Buena Vista. The house was built in 1928 by
William H. and Fannie Webb, who operated a hotel and funeral parlor in Buena Vista from 1923 to 1954; Mrs. Webb
continued the businesses after her husband's death in 1932. The property remained in the family until 1978. Given
the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for
National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
Changes and additions have impacted the historic integrity of this dwelling, including a 1990s garage projection, an
addition to the west, window replacements, and porch addition/alteration. It is not known if the stucco is original.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3428-01 to -04

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 518 Cedar Street (view north-northeast).
SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena
Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3428, 518 Cedar Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3429

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108401011

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Crane/Muller/Mahon House,
Schloss/Krueger Property
6. Current Building Name:
Andersen/Forsythe Property

7. Building Address:

323 Chestnut Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Andersen, Austen R., Forsythe, Danielle S., PO Box 4774, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401923

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): 1
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4299999

21-22, Pt. vac. Chestnut St.

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 44

78 W

X Width

23

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Metal
Stone
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story, front gable roof houses faces north and contains 814 square feet of living space. There is a shed roof
projection to the west, and the front features a full-width, lower, asymmetrical front gable roof projection (possibly an
enclosed porch). The walls are clad with very wide nonhistoric horizontal siding (possible metal) with cornerboards. A
band of stone veneer is present along the foundation. All windows visible are nonhistoric replacements and have
wood surrounds. The house has overhanging, boxed eaves and the roof is clad with corrugated metal roofing.
The front contains a slightly off-center entrance with a flush wood door with three stepped vertical lights; there is also
a metal storm door. A single-light plate glass window lies east of the entrance and a two-part metal sliding window to
the west. The west wall holds two plate glass single-light windows. The rear (south) features a full-width shed roof
projection. Its south wall holds a paneled and glazed wood door to the west and a two-part sliding window to the east;
its west wall has a small window. The east wall (from front to back) contains a plate glass single-light window, a tall
two-part sliding window, and a smaller plate glass single-light window.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.15-acre midblock parcel does not have a treelawn or public sidewalk. Adjacent to the street is a gravel
parking area, with several small boulders placed along its edge to separate it from the grass lawn. Smaller stones
border the gravel driveway, present between the house and the west property line. Small trees and shrub stand along
the front and west walls of the house. A larger tree is located in the rear yard to the west. A chainlink fence stands on
the east property line, and tall vertical board fences are on the rear and west boundaries. There is a gravel alley to
the rear (south).
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (unknown, present in 2013). This shed is shown on a 2013 aerial photograph. Both sheds are very difficult to
see due to a tall vertical board fence along the alley. This one-story front gable roof shed stands near the southwest
corner and faces north. The walls are clad with lap siding (material unknown) and are unfenestrated on the east,
west, and south. The eaves are flush and the roof is clad with metal ribbed panels.
3. Shed (unknown, present in 2013). This larger shed stands at the southeast corner of the property facing west. The
one-story shed roof building displays wide horizontal siding. The west wall appears to hold a door and window; the
south wall is unfenestrated. The eaves are flush and the roof is clad with metal ribbed panels.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1922-26

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire ins. map, 1908 and 1926 and own. recs.
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Krueger, Sophia and Edward, Sr.
Source of Information: Ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
No old assessor appraisal card could be located for this property. Prior to 2012, the house received new siding and
stone veneer along the foundation, window and door replacements, an asymmetrical front gable (possibly enclosing
the original open porch), and metal roofing. The house appears unchanged since 2012, based on Google Street View
images.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling
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32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor reported a 1900 year of construction for this house, but it appears to have been built
(or moved to this location) between 1908 and 1926. The house is located on lot 21, the east half of the parcel. The
1926 Sanborn fire insurance map shows a house with the current footprint on lot 21 with lot 22 vacant. The 1908
Sanborn shows a house on lot 22 closer to the street and lot 21 vacant.
Crane. In 1880 the Buena Vista Land Company sold this property to L.F. Crane. Crane was born about 1847 in
Missouri and was a liquor dealer, according to the US Census of that year. He lived on Chestnut Street with his wife,
Mattie, who was born about 1858 in Illinois. Two boarders lived with the Cranes: Ed Johnson, a bartender, and E.E.
Johnson, an engineer. In 1882 L.F. Crane lost the property. The Buena Vista Democrat recorded: “Trustee’s sale.
L.F. Crane on 23 September 1882 by deed of trust conveyed to B. Jackson, trustee, lots 19, 20, and 21 in Block 1 in
Buena Vista to secure payment of a promissory note, payable to Jacob Schloss, for sum of $350 and interest of 10%
per annum. Default has been made in payment.” In 1883 B. Jackson, as public trustee provided a deed to the
property to Henrietta Schloss.
Schloss. Henrietta Schloss, the wife of Jacob Schloss who received the deed, was born in 1839 in Germany. In 1870
she lived in St. Joseph, Missouri, with her husband Jacob “Jake” Schloss, a butcher, born in Germany about 1838.
By 1880 the family lived in Leadville, where Jacob worked as a liquor dealer. The couple had several children,
including twin daughters. In 1884 Henrietta Schloss leased out the property at 323 Chestnut Street. The Schloss
family moved to Denver, where Henrietta died in 1915, leaving an estate worth $14,800, a substantial amount for the
time, which included mining claims in Leadville and other real estate. She was buried in the Temple Emanuel section
of Fairmont Cemetery, indicating Jewish heritage. Jacob Schloss passed away in 1918 and was described as “long a
wealthy resident of Denver.” He was buried in Congregation Emanuel Cemetery, Denver.
Muller. The A. Muller, who leased this property from Mrs. Schloss in 1884, was most likely Alois Muller. He was born
about 1832 in Germany and immigrated about 1870 from Switzerland to the US. His spouse, Anna Marie (18301909) and children also came to the US and were living in Kansas in 1875. In September 1884 the Buena Vista
Democrat contained an advertisement for “Park House, A. Muller, proprietor.” The hotel, formerly known as the
California House, was located on Market Street and featured “fine rooms, water conveyed through the house, good
location, newly furnished and everything in first class order.” The Muller’s daughter, Agnes Helen married Henry D.
Dickinson of Buena Vista in 1887 and the two families lived adjacent to each other on San Juan Avenue at the time
of the 1900 US Census.
Krueger. In 1921 George Hughes secured ownership of the property by purchasing a treasurer’s deed. Mrs. Sophia
“Sophie” Krueger, the wife of Edward Krueger, Sr. bought it from Hughes the following year and owned it until her
death in 1949. The purchase of the property by the Krueger may have brought about the construction of this house
between 1922 and 1926. Edward Krueger, Sr. was born about 1859 in Germany, and Sophie was born in June 1869
in Wurttemberg, Germany. Their son, Edward Krueger, Jr. was born in Chaffee County in 1890. The senior Edward
Kruger was a hardware merchant in Buena Vista by 1900, when the family lived on Cedar Street (exact address
unknown). Krueger's store was located at 308-10 E> Main Street (5CF.3170), according to a previous survey form.
By 1910 the family lived on Railroad Street and Edward, Sr. continued as a hardware merchant. The 1920 US
Census found the family on O’Neil Avenue, with Edward, Jr., having joined the family hardware store as a salesman
and his wife, Ida, living with them. The elder Kruegers lived on O’Neil Avenue at the time of the 1930 US Census.
Edward Krueger, Jr. died in Buena Vista in 1933, and Edward Krueger, Sr., passed away in 1936.
Mahon. The estate of Sophia “Sophie” Krueger, who died in August 1949, sold Lot 22 of this parcel to Adlor J. and
Millicent J. Mahon in 1951. Adlor James Mahon was born about 1924 in Colorado to James W. and Eva Mahon. The
family lived in Riverside, Chaffee County, at the time of the 1930 US Census. Millicent Jane Mahon was born in
Buena Vista in July 1931. Her mother was Isabel S. Mahon Taylor. Adlor served in the Navy during World War II and
married Millicent in 1947 in Buena Vista. He worked as a ranch foreman on the Chicago Ranch for five years. The
Mahons purchased this house and lived here the rest of their married lives. He worked 22 years as a high hangup
timberman at Climax Molybdenum, eventually retiring from the company. The Mahons had five children, and Millicent
became a cook at Buena Vista Elementary School. She passed away in February 2002. Adlor moved to Kremmling
in 2008, and in 2013 he sold the property to its current owners, Austen R. Andersen and Danielle S. Forsythe. He
passed away in 2015 in Kremmling, and both Mahons are buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
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36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Deon Wolfenbarger, 308-10 E.
Main Street (5CF.3170), Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with residential construction in Buena Vista in the 1920s. While other buildings may have
been built on this parcel as early as the 1880s, it appears this house was erected in the 1922-26 period by Sophia
and Edward Krueger, Sr., a Buena Vista hardware merchant. The property remained in the Krueger family until 1951,
when Adlor J. and Millicent J. Mahon became owners. Mr. Mahon worked for Climax Molybdenum for twenty-two
years. This property remained in Mahon ownership until 2013. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in
Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does
not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
No historic fabric is visible on this house, which exhibits a front addition, recladding, and door and window
replacement. The building no longer possesses historic integrity of design, materials, or feeling.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
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46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3429-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395

Resource Number: 5CF.3429
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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USGS Location Map
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5CF.3429, 323 Chestnut Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3430

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108403032

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Evilsizer/Gray/Fleck/DeWitt/Bonthron
Property, Beauregard House
6. Current Building Name:
Liardon House

7. Building Address:

115 N. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Liardon, Thomas E., Liardon, Lacy, 115 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401995

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4300007
2019

Year:

26-32 (S 63')

Map Scale:
Block(s): 3
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 63
16. Stories:

X Width

45

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Synthetics/Vinyl
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney. Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story, cross-gable roof dwelling contains 2,437 square feet of living space and faces west toward N.
Colorado Avenue. The house has a concrete foundation, walls are clad with nonhistoric vinyl lap siding, and gable
faces feature vertical boards. A taller, intersecting gable wing on the rear extends from the ridge of the north-south
gable wing. The front features a small, narrow, projecting, steeply-pitched gable roof porch with square post
supports, balustrade, and a concrete deck; concrete steps descend to the south. A paneled and glazed wood door
with a large rectangular light opens onto the porch. South of the porch the front of the projecting gable wing holds offcenter, paired, nine-over-two-light wood windows. Two sets of paired, nine-over-two-light wood windows are located
north of the porch.
The front part of the south wall is unfenestrated at its west end; farther east is a canted bay window with single
vertical lights on each side. The remainder of the south wall contains a paneled and glass door with a large
rectangular light and a screen door, a short single-light window, a triple window (single lights), and two picture
windows. A metal pipe chimney in a frame enclosure projects at the southeast corner of the house. The rear is not
visible from the public right-of-way. The north wall is unfenestrated at the west end.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This 0.25-acre level midblock parcel contains a house to the west, a garage at the southeast corner, and another
building on the north property line. An alley extends along the south property line. There is a treelawn in grass and a
concrete public sidewalk. The front, side, and rear lawns are in grass. A curving sidewalk accesses the front porch
from the public sidewalk, and another sidewalk extends from the south wall of the house to the alley. A large tree
stands near the southwest corner of the parcel, two trees lie south of the house, and two between the house and
garage. Large shrubs are located at the northwest corner of the parcel and near the southeast corner of the house,
as well as east and west of the shed. An ornamental metal fence borders the public sidewalk in front and vertical
board fences mark the north, east, and south property lines.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1984, assessor). The 960-square-foot side gable roof garage faces south toward the alley and has a
small, lower, shed roof projection at its southwest corner. The walls are clad with nonhistoric vinyl lap siding with
cornerboards; gable faces are clad with vertical boards. The front (south) holds two sets of double overhead
sectional garage doors. The east wall is unfenestrated and the remaining walls are not visible from the public right-ofway. The building has overhanging, boxed eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. There are
two shallow-domed skylights on the south roof slope.
3. Secondary Building (unknown, post-1926, Sanborn map). This building is not shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire
insurance map. The building is difficult to see from the public right-of-way. The current assessor appraisal drawing
shows it as a rectangular 22' x 19' building located along the north property line of the parcel. The one-story, side
gable roof building faces east and features a full-width shed roof component on the front. The walls appear to be clad
with vertical boards. The front contains an off-center gable roof entrance projection holding a two-panel wood door
surmounted by a single-light transom. To the south is a narrow, horizontal, single-light window.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1896-1902

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1896-1902
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner: Unknown
Source of Information:
29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
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No old assessor appraisal card could be located for this dwelling. The current assessor appraisal drawing indicates
that the house nearly doubled in size due to a 1986 rear addition. The 1926 Sanborn map shows the house with a fullwidth front porch, rather than the small gabled roof one now present. The walls are now clad with nonhistoric vinyl
siding (date unknown). The front of the house appears unchanged since 2012, based on Google Street View images.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor's 1892 year of construction appears incorrect. The 1896 Sanborn map shows a house
on this parcel, but a different dwelling is pictured on the 1902 addition, supporting construction between those two
dates. Lawson Evilsizer acquired the portion of the parcel holding the house in 1895. He sold it to Mark Gray in 1897
who transferred it the same year to Mrs. Lucinda J.M. Fleck. Given the probable construction date, it is unclear if
Evilsizer, Gray, or Fleck erected this house.
Evilsizer. Lawson Evilsizer was born in Lincoln County, Missouri, about 1856. In 1880 he lived in California, where he
worked on a farm. After buying this parcel in 1895, he married Clara B. Rogers (born about 1876) in 1896. They may
have built this house. The union appears to have been short-lived, as he married Florence E. Stroud (born 1869)
about 1897. By 1900 Evilsizer was working in Leadville as a miner. He lived in Gunnison in 1910, where he operated
the government fish hatchery. Evilsizer died in 1920 of influenza at Aspen, where he was superintendent of the state
fish hatchery.
Gray/Fleck. Mark Gray was born in Vermont in 1830 and came to Colorado in 1876, settling in Maysville. His 1914
obituary called him a "pioneer" and noted he located the Madonna Mine "that is yet a profitable producer." He held
this property less than a year before selling it to Fleck. Little could be found about Lucinda Fleck, who was born in
Ohio in 1871. The 1900 census indicated she was divorced and living in Buena Vista on Market Street (the earlier
name of this street), where she operated furnished rooms. Her name appears in a number of property transactions in
Chaffee County. She died sometime prior to December 1910, when her estate was settled.
DeWitt. The Fleck estate sold the property to Melvin L. DeWitt in 1910, who lived in the house to the north (119 N.
Colorado Avenue), according to the 1913-14 city directory; his occupation was listed as butcher. He and his wife
Addie J. still lived there in 1922-23, according to the city directory. DeWitt, born in Marshall Town, Iowa, in 1867,
came to Chaffee County in 1880, when trailing cattle up from Texas, and settled in the northern part of the county. In
addition to his butcher shop, DeWitt was chosen as first president of the Chaffee County Horse Growers Association
in 1916, led the Head Lettuce Association in the early 1920s, served as a Republican county commissioner from
1920 through 1928, and raised cattle on several ranches. When DeWitt died in July 1939 the Salida Daily Mail
described him as a “prominent cattleman” and “well known throughout Chaffee county for his work as county
commissioner.” Son Louis V. DeWitt (born in 1892 in Colorado) became the owner in 1934 and then passed the
property to Charles H. Gilmore in 1936. Louis DeWitt was associated with a garage at 402 E. Main Street, according
to a previous survey form.
Gilmore/Bonthron. Gilmore did not live here. In 1940 Charles H. and Helen S. Gilmore lived in Leadville, where he
managed a garage. Both Gilmores were Minnesota natives, Charles born in 1885 and Helen in about 1886. Gilmore's
1942 World War II draft registration reported he worked for L.V. DeWitt. Gilmore held the property until 1946 when
he sold it to George G. and Dorothy J. Gardner. The Gardners transferred it the same year to Ellen A. Bonthron. She
was born in Sweden about 1875, came to the US in 1898, and married Oscar H. Bonthron in 1901 or 1902. Oscar
was also born in Sweden in 1871, immigrated to this country in 1888, and became a naturalized citizen in 1900. The
Bonthrons lived in Leadville from at least 1900 through 1940. In 1920 Oscar worked as a meat cutter in a butcher
shop. It is not known if they lived in this house; the name does not appear in Buena Vista telephone books of the
1940s.
Beauregard. The Bonthrons sold the property in 1954 to Zephere J. and Bertha E. Beauregard, and members of the
Beauregard family owned the house into the 1980s. Zephere was born in Kansas in 1880. He married Bertha E.
Sebring (1887-1984) in 1906 in Buena Vista. Bertha was a Colorado native; her family lived in Leadville (1896) and
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Basalt in Eagle County (1900). The 1913-14 city directory showed the couple living in Buena Vista on Colorado Near
Cedar; Zephere worked as a carpenter. The 1920 through 1940 census returns found the family farming or ranching
near Nathrop; three children were present in 1920 and 1930 and two in 1940. The 1955 Buena Vista telephone
directory listed the Beauregards on Colorado Avenue in Buena Vista (likely this house).
In 1957 the Beauregards (reserving a life estate in the property) transferred ownership to their three children: Goldie
Gilbert of Prince George's County, Maryland, Zeph A. Beauregard of Placer County, California, and Kenneth
Beauregard of Potter County, Texas. Both elder Beauregards died in Buena Vista, Mr. Beauregard in 1960 and Mrs.
Beauregard in 1984. Goldie Gilbert eventually became sole owner, and in 2012 she and Richard L. Gilbert sold the
property to Thomas E. and Lacy Liardon, the current owners.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 21; Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee
County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Salida Daily Mail, 24
July 1939 (DeWitt obituary); Chaffee County Democrat (Buena Vista), February 14, 1920 (Evilsizer obituary); Salida
Mail, April 16, 1962 (Oscar Bonthron obituary); Deon Wolfenbarger, 402 E. Main Street (5CF.3179), Architectural
Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with late-nineteenth and early-twentieth residential construction in Buena Vista. The circa
1896-1906 house was owned by Melvin DeWitt, a prominent Chaffee County rancher, county commissioner, and
Buena Vista butcher from 1910 to 1934 (he lived in the house to the north, 119 N. Colorado Avenue). Zephere J. and
Bertha E. Beauregard, longtime Chaffee County farmers and ranchers, resided in this house beginning in 1954; the
houses remained in the family until 2012. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43 (wall
recladding and porch alterations), this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register
listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
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Porch alterations, application of nonhistoric siding, and a large 1986 rear addition have impacted the historic integrity
of this house.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3430-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3430, 115 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3431

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108403416

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Lamphere-Cousins/McMullen Property,
DeWitt/McClurg/Eggleston House
6. Current Building Name:
Hoffman Property

7. Building Address:

119 N. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Hoffman, Ryan A., Hoffman, Suzanne M., 19487 W. 52nd Dr., Golden, CO 80403

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401985

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4300022
2019

Year:

34

Block(s): N/A
Year of Addition:

Addition: Joseph Matlock Construction LLC Second LLA
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 52
16. Stories:

X Width

49

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Brick
Wood/T1-11 Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Map Scale:

Metal

7.5'

2010
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Attached garage. Chimney. Decorative cornice. Fence. Porch. Segmental arch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story, cross gable roof, 1,097-square-foot brick house faces west toward N. Colorado Avenue. The dwelling
exhibits an irregular footprint. The houses features red brick walls; the attached one-story flat roof garage at the
northeast corner is composed of poured concrete. All windows appear to be nonhistoric replacements; most are flatheaded. The house has overhanging eaves and the roof is clad with standing seam metal roofing. A corbelled brick
chimney stands near the center of the ridge of the east-west gable.
The front (west) contains a shed roof porch at the southwest corner. The porch (which was "redone" according to the
current owner) features decorative wood brackets and frieze, balustrade, turned-spindled supports, and a concrete
deck. The porch walls are clad with vertical wood panels (T1-11 type). Facing the porch (from south to north) are a
tall one-over-one-light window; a canted bay window (the face holds a wide one-over-one-light window; the sides
contain one-over-one-light windows; and a paneled and glazed wood door with a large rectangular etched glass light.
Farther north, the front of the east-west gable features a canted bay window with a hipped roof, a wide one-over-onelight window on its face; and narrower one-over-one-light windows on its sides. The north wall contains two one-overone-light vinyl segmental arch windows with slightly projecting stone (possibly) sills.
At the east end of the north brick wall is a projecting a one-story flat roof garage. The garage faces north toward
Chestnut Street and has walls composed of painted poured concrete. The west wall holds paired six-light wood
windows. The north wall of the garage features a flat parapet and holds a metal overhead sectional single garage
door. Its east wall contains paired one-over-one-light wood windows. The garage has overhanging eaves and the roof
is clad with standing seam metal roofing.
The rear wall of the house is not visible form the public right of way. The south wall contains two segmental arch oneover-one-light windows. To the east (rear) is a one-story shed roof projection with a corbelled brick cornice.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.11-acre parcel is located at the south corner of N. Colorado Avenue and E. Chestnut Street. A concrete
public sidewalk and a grass treelawn with two fruit trees are present along Colorado Avenue; there is parallel street
parking. The Chestnut Street features a gravel parking area between the street and the property and a thick hedge
along the property line; a gravel driveway accesses the attached garage. The grass front yard is bordered by a low
ornamental wrought iron fence along the sidewalk; the north and south ends of the yard are enclosed by thick
hedges. A corrugated metal fence and gate at the south wall of the house limit access to the rear yard. A tall
evergreen tree stands north of the house and shrubs are present in front of the bay window on the front.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
None.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1886-90

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1886 and 1890
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Cousins/Lamphere family
Source of Information: Ownership history

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The attached garage at the northeast corner is shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. Ryan Hoffman, the
current owner, reported that the house had a fire in 2018 that required refurbishing the interior. Other changes he
noted included rebuilding the front porch (including installation of T1-11 siding on the walls facing the porch,
installation of a concrete deck, and addition of a frieze), replacing windows, and reroofing with metal panels. He said
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a rear addition (not visible from the public right-of-way was put on about twenty years ago. The house appears
unchanged since 2012, based on Google Street View images.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The legal description for this property is now Lot 34 of the Joseph Matlock Construction LLC Third LLA Plat.
Previously it was the north part of Lots 30-32, Block 3 of the original Town. The 1890 year of construction provided by
the Chaffee County Assessor could be correct. The parcel is undeveloped on the 1886 Sanborn fire insurance map,
but this house is shown on the 1890 Sanborn map.
Cousins/Lamphere. During the 1886-90 period members of the Cousins-Lamphere family owned this parcel and
likely built the house. Sarah (Cousins) Lamphere was the owner when she sold it to her mother, Harriet Cousins, in
1887. Cousins then transferred it back to Lamphere in 1888. Harriet (Rowland) Cousins (1820-1901) was born in
Westchester, New York. Her family appears to have moved west to Ohio in the 1820s. She married Allen Cousins in
Pennsylvania in 1844 and resided in the Keystone State through the 1850s. By 1859 the Cousins relocated to Iowa
and lived in Davenport in 1870. Allen died in Iowa the 1870s. By 1880 Harriet Cousins lived in Georgetown, Colorado,
with son Alfred (a miner) and daughter Mary. Sarah "Sadie" Lamphere was born in Iowa in 1862. By 1883 Sarah was
working as a cook in Battle Creek, Michigan, and was described as widowed. The 1885 Colorado state census
showed her in Chaffee County running a boarding house, with her son, Leo, 6 years old; her mother Harriet Cousins
(a 67-year-old widow); and two boarders (both miners). Lamphere owned the property from 1888 until her death ca.
late-1890s; her son, Leo Lamphere, inherited the parcel in 1900. He disposed of the property to R.S. Pyle in 1900,
who then transferred the parcel to Harry S. Pyle in 1902.
DeWitt. In 1904 Melvin F. Dewitt acquired the property. The 1910 census shows the DeWitt family living on Colorado
Avenue and the 1913-14 city directory stated that DeWitt lived at the southeast corner of Colorado and Chestnut (this
location); his occupation was butcher. He and his wife Addie J. still lived here in 1922-23, according to the city
directory. DeWitt, born in Marshall Town, Iowa, in 1867, came to Chaffee County in 1880, when trailing cattle up from
Texas, and settled in the northern part of the county. In addition to his butcher shop, DeWitt was chosen as first
president of the Chaffee County Horse Growers Association in 1916, led the Head Lettuce Association in the early
1920s, served as a Republican county commissioner from 1920 through 1928, and raised cattle on several ranches.
When DeWitt died in July 1939 the Salida Daily Mail described him as a “prominent cattleman” and “well known
throughout Chaffee county for his work as county commissioner.” DeWitt also owned the property to the south from
1910 to 1934 (115 N. Colorado Avenue)
McClurg. Son Louis V. DeWitt (born in 1892 in Colorado) inherited the property in 1941 and sold it that year to Elma
L. and William H. McClurg, Sr., who owned it until 1954. The McClurgs are listed on N. Colorado Avenue in 1940s
Buena Vista telephone books. William McClurg was a native of Avilla, Indiana, born there in 1875. He married Elma
Armstrong (1882-1944) in Provo, Utah, in 1902. The couple initially lived in Utah. Mr. McClurg worked for the Denver
& Rio Grande Western Railroad for forty-four years as a station agent, including twenty years at Green River, Utah,
and fourteen years at Buena Vista. Mrs. McClurg died in 1944. Mr. McClurg retired from the railroad in 1946 and died
at the railroad hospital in Salida in 1954.
McMullen. The McClurgs were succeeded by short-term owners Edward R. and Ruth M. Lambert (1954-57), followed
by Lincoln A. and Alvera M. McMullen (1957-71). Lincoln McMullen was born in New Mexico in 1919. In 1940 he was
living with his parents in the Poncha Springs area where he worked on a farm. McMullen served in the Army infantry
1942-45 during World War II and was wounded in the line of duty. In 1945 he married Alvera Munsell. It is not clear if
the McMullens lived in this house. Telephone directories for Buena Vista for the 1940s and 1950s do not list the
couple; the 1965 and 1969 directories show them living on Pleasant.
Eggleston. Frank W. and Ann E. Eggleston acquired the property in 1971, and it remained in the family until 1998.
Frank Eggleston was born in Colorado in 1923. In 1940 he worked on the family livestock ranch on Oak Creek in
Fremont County. Eggleston served in the US military during World War II. He met Ann E. Chadwell while stationed in
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Ogden, Utah, during the war . She was born in Antioch, Tennessee in 1922. By 1948 Mr. Eggleston was working at
the Colorado Fuel & Iron Company steel plant in Pueblo. The 1951-52 Colorado Springs city directory showed him
employed as a quarryman, and his obituary noted he worked as a carpenter. In 1967, the Egglestons moved from
Buena Vista to Carbondale. Frank died in 1979 and Ann in 2007. The 1976 city directory listed son David Eggleston
at this address. He was born in 1943 in Nashville, Tennessee. The family lived in Buena Vista, and he graduated
from Buena Vista High School. He served in the US Army during the Vietnam War and was awarded three purple
hearts. He worked at the Buena Vista Correctional Complex from which he retired in 2005. He married Debra Kay
Rowe in 1988. He died in Buena Vista in 2014.
Ann E. Eggleston sold the property to Richard L. and Goldie Gilbert in 1998. The Joseph Matlock Construction
Company acquired the property in 2010 and filed a new plat for the property the same year: the Joseph Matlock
Construction LLC Second LLA. In 2011 Thomas E. and Tammy L. White purchased the property. Tammy became
the sole owner in 2012 and sold the property to the current owners, Ryan A. and Suzanne M. Hoffman, in 2018.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Ryan Hoffman, Golden,
Colorado, telephone interview with Thomas H. Simmons, July 16, 2020; Daily Sentinel (Grand Junction), January 3,
1954, 4 (William H. McClurg, Sr. obituary) and September 14, 1979, 26 (Frank W. Eggleston obituary); Chaffee
County Times, July 17, 2014 (David Eggleston obituary); Mountain Mail (Salida), December 28, 2007 (Ann Eggleston
obituary); Deon Wolfenbarger, 402 E. Main Street (5CF.3179), Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
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founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The ca. 1886-90 dwelling was likely built by
Sarah H. Lamphere and/or her mother Harriet Cousins. Their family owned the property until 1900. Later residents
included Melvin DeWitt, a prominent Chaffee County rancher, county commissioner, and Buena Vista butcher from
1904 to 1934; Denver & Rio Grande Western railroad station agent William H. McClurg, Sr. and his wife, Elma L.
(1941-54); and carpenter Frank W. Eggleston and Ann E., 1971 to 1998. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed
below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. However,
the property is assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark under criteria: A, exemplifying specific elements of
an architectural style or period and J, representing an association with a notable person (Melvin DeWitt).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
Significant changes to the house, including window replacement, recladding of the porch walls, installation of
standing seam metal roofing, and rebuilding of the porch, have diminished the historic integrity of this house.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3431-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3431, 119 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.

0

2,000
Feet

I

OAHP 1403
Rev. 9/98

Official Eligibility Determination
(OAHP Use Only)

COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY

Architectural Inventory Form
Page 1 of 5

Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3432

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108407052

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Marks/Aude/Sindlinger and Niles Property,
Patton House
6. Current Building Name:
Durgin Property

7. Building Address:

202 N. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Durgin, James C., Durgin, Carolyn C., 1021 Homestake Dr., Golden, CO 80401

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401931

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Year:

2019

Map Scale:
Block(s): 7
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4300045

1-2 (front 1/2), Pt. vac. Chestnut St.

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 47

78 W

X Width

25.5

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,004-square-foot house faces east toward Colorado Avenue. The one-story, front gable roof building has walls
clad with wide shingles with wavy bottoms and a slightly projecting concrete collar foundation. The house has slightly
overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with corrugated metal roofing. The front (east) contains a center, projecting,
gable roof open porch with turned spindle supports and a board deck. A flush door with a round arch upper light
opens onto the porch and is flanked by faux four-over-four-light vinyl windows. The north wall has a small horizontal
window toward the front and a taller window farther west (difficult to see).
The south wall contains a tall faux four-over-four-light vinyl window near its east end and a shorter four-over-four-light
window farther west. A gable roof projection with a shallow pitched roof projects from the south wall and features a
two-part window on its east wall and an open porch to the south with turned spindle supports and a board deck.
Facing the porch is a wood door with an upper light to the east and paired faux six-light windows to the east. The
southwest corner of the house steps in with a narrow unfenestrated wall. At the west end of the building is a small
two-part window on the south section of wall and a similar window on the west wall.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Gabled Front

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.14-acre corner parcel lies at the northwest corner of N. Colorado Avenue and E. Chestnut Street. The
parcel has a grass treelawn with two trees and a concrete public sidewalk along Colorado Avenue. A sidewalk
extends from the public sidewalk to the front porch of the house. On the Chestnut side (south) there is a gravel
parking area with a large boulder toward its east end. The yard surrounding the house is enclosed with a tall
ornamental metal fence on the east and south and a chainlink fence on the north and west. A tall tree stands at the
southeast corner of the parcel and features a planting area bordered by stones. There are two small trees near the
northeast corner of the parcel and a large tree at the northwest corner. A garage stands west of the house with a
gravel driveway providing access from Chestnut Street.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (ca. 1954-75, aerial photos). The assessor provided a 1950 year of construction, but the garage does not
appear on the 1954 aerial photo of the town. It is shown on a 1975 aerial. The 27' x 20' one-story, front gable roof,
two-car garage stands near the west parcel line facing south toward Chestnut Street. The walls are clad with wide
shingles with wavy bottoms. The front contains two bays, each holding a single overhead wood sectional garage door
(one section holds paired four-light windows). The front gable contains a double door opening in a plain wood
surround. The east wall holds a six-light wood window near the center and a wood paneled and glazed door near the
north end (three-light upper part) with a shed hood. The west and north walls are not visible. The garage has slightly
overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with corrugated metal roofing. Between 2012 and 2018, the garage received
an opening on its front gable face.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1902-08

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1902 and 1908
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Aude, Frederick C. and Rosa
Source of Information: Ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The house appears considerably changed since 2012, based on Google Street View images. The wide, wavy-edged
shingles appear to be nonoriginal (date unknown). Changes occurring between 2012 and 2018 include: a gabled
hood on the front (east) was replaced by a porch and a large projecting porch was added on the south. All windows
appear to be vinyl replacements. The tall fence around the yard was added between 2012 and 2018.
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Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Commerce and Trade/Specialty Store
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The assessor
currently provides a 1950 year of construction for the house, while an old appraisal card reported it was built in 1900.
Based on successive Sanborn fire insurance maps, the dwelling appears to have been constructed between 1902
and 1908.
Marks. Moses J. Marks, a Jewish merchant who was one of Buena Vista’s early resident businessmen, is the earliest
owner identified for this property. He and Charles J. Marks acquired Lot 2 in 1881 from the Buena Vista Land
Company. Moses was the sole owner of Lots 1 and 2 when he sold the property in 1904. Moses J. Marks was born
on May 23, 1837 and came to the United States from Prussia with his parents when he was ten years old. In 1849,
when he was twelve, he and his brother crossed the Isthmus of Panama on foot, en route to the gold camps of
California. Growing up in California he became interested in mining and for years was a gold dust buyer, establishing
wealth for future endeavors. Marks moved to St. Louis in 1865, and lived there for several years. In Missouri in
January 1873, he married Ella Rosenblatt, who was born in either Germany or Poland in about 1854. The couple and
their children moved to Denver in 1881, settling in Buena Vista shortly afterward, when the town was just beginning to
grow. Marks' business was associated with two Main Street buildings: 300 E. Main Street (5CF.503) and 306 E. Main
Street (5CF.316), according to a previous survey form.
Mr. Marks became one of the town’s first clothing merchants and operated a successful business for many years.
The Buena Vista Democrat described the history of Marks’s dry goods business in Buena Vista in 1885: "Modest and
unpretentious, with a firm determination to mount the ladder of prosperity, step by step, honorably and honestly,
commencing with a small stock of odds and ends in a homely wooden building, he has finally succeeded in erecting
his present handsome brick block and filling it with as mammoth a stock of goods as was ever laid down in the
Arkansas Valley." Moses and Ella Marks had at least seven children, including several sons who joined their father in
the clothing business.
Mr. Marks also served as mayor of Buena Vista for two terms and was later called "one of the builders of the town."
The 1900 U.S. Census found the family living on James Street in Buena Vista (5CF.2850, 239 Brookdale Avenue).
Located on the corner of Brookdale and James, the house also was cited as being on James Street in newspaper
articles. In the same year, the Marks family moved to Boise, where Moses and his sons spent many years operating
a clothing business, the Marks Clothing Store. The family built "one of the finest homes" in Boise and Mr. Marks
participated in several fraternal and Jewish organizations. Moses J. Marks died in Boise in 1920, having lived “an
active and stirring life.” It does not appear that Marks lived in this property.
Aude. Marks sold the property in 1904 to Fred Aude, who owned the property until 1926 and probably built the house.
It does not appear he lived here. Frederick Carl Aude was born in Germany in 1849 and immigrated to the US in
about 1873. He married Rosa S. Mandl in Leadville, Colorado, in 1879. In his early years in Colorado, Aude engaged
in mining. By 1885 he was one of the owners of Ready Crush extension of the Uranus Mine in Chaffee County. In
1900 Aude, his wife, and five children lived in Granite; he described his occupation as miner. In 1910 the Audes
divorced, and he appears in the 1910 census living on his own in Buena Vista (possibly on Arkansas Street). In that
year he operated a cigar and tobacco store. The 1913-14 and 1922-23 city directories show him running a billiard
parlor on Main Street. In 1926 Aude transferred ownership of Lots 1 through 8 (Block 2) to his children; he died in
1927.
Sindlinger and Niles. The Aude children sold the property the same year to Sindlinger and Niles, a business
partnership composed of D.C. Sindlinger and Charles A. Niles. Sindlinger and Niles operated a lumber yard on the
six lots north of this house. The lumber yard appears on the 1883 Sanborn fire insurance map as Ernest Friedenthal
Lumber, changing to Friedenthal and Sindlinger by 1886, D.C. Sindlinger by 1890, and then Sindlinger and Niles in
1891, who called it the Chicago Lumber Yard. Daniel C. Sindlinger was born in Ohio in 1854 and lived in Illinois with
his parents in 1870 and 1880; his father was a clergyman born in Germany. Daniel married in 1882; Carrie was a
Canadian born there in 1854. By 1883 the couple was living in Chaffee County. The 1885 Colorado census identified
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Sindlinger as the city clerk of Buena Vista; by 1891 he was selling insurance. The Sindlingers lived elsewhere in
town.
Charles A. Niles was born in 1849 in New York. He married Martha Isabell "Belle" Calkins in 1869; she was also a
New York native, born there in 1849. The Niles were living in Buena Vista by 1880, when Mr. Niles was engaged in
prospecting. In an 1891 newspaper advertisement Niles offered his services as a blacksmith and wagon maker with
"horseshoeing a specialty." He joined Sindlinger in 1891 and supervised the firm's mill operations. For most of their
time in Buena Vista the Niles lived on S. Colorado Avenue at Gold (several blocks south of this location). Sindlinger
and Niles may have rented out this dwelling.
Charles A. Niles died in 1930, and his interest in the property passed to his wife, who died in 1939. Daniel Sindlinger
acquired her interest in 1934, becoming sole owner of the property. By 1930 he was widowed and living in Colorado
Springs, where he died in 1936. In 1934 C.L Sindlinger became the owner, followed by Dora A. Sindlinger in 1937. A
series of short-term owners ensued in the 1940s: I.L Avery (1943); Eugene V. and Marjorie M. Senter (1945); and
Ruth S. Senter (1946).
Patton. Charles D. and Marianne B. Patton of Fremont County became owners in 1947 and owned the property for
two decades. Charles Patton was a native of Canon City, Colorado, born there in 1907. In 1940, he was the manager
of a ranch in Lake County. His 1940 World War II draft registration card indicated he was married to Marrianne and
working for W.E. Callahan Construction Company in Malta, Lake County. His obituary noted that he worked as a
hardware store clerk. He died in Phoenix, Arizona in 1995.
The Pattons sold the property in 1967 to Dorothy Atkinson. An old assessor appraisal card photograph shows the
building housing an antiques store circa 1980s. Dorothy added Ronald B. Atkinson as a co-owner in 1994. Following
her death, Ronald became sole owner in 2013. In that year he sold the property to its current owners, James C. and
Carolyn C. Durgin.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1882); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; James H. Hawley, History of
Idaho: The Gem of the Mountains, vol. 4 (S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1920) (Marks information); Buena Vista
Democrat, December 30, 1885 (Aude mining); Arizona Republic (Phoenix), April 7, 1995 (Charles D. Patton
obituary); Deon Wolfenbarger, 300 E. Main Street (5CF.503) and 306 . Main Street (5CF.316), Architectural Inventory
forms, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
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Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is associated with early twentieth century residential construction in Buena Vista. The house was built
ca. 1902-08. The property was owned by some prominent early business men of Buena Vista: clothing merchant
Moses J. Marks (1881-1904); billiard parlor owner Fred C. Aude. (1904-27, who likely built the house); and lumber
yard proprietors Daniel C. Sindlinger and Charles A. Niles (1927-34). However, it does not appear that any of them
actually lived here. The property was probably used as a rental. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in
Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does
not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This houses has experienced considerable changes since 2012 that have impacted its historic integrity, including
porch alterations, porch added on the south, and installation of nonhistoric vinyl windows.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3432-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the south wall of the house at 202 N. Colorado
Avenue, then an antique store. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card
photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

This Google Street View image shows the front and south wall of the house at 202 N. Colorado
Avenue before recent alterations. SOURCE: Google Street View, image, 2012.

Resource Number: 5CF.3432

Architectural Inventory Form

Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.

Architectural Inventory Form
USGS Location Map

5CF.3432
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5CF.3432, 202 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3433

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108406441

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Borrell/Swanson House

6. Current Building Name:
Swanson House

7. Building Address:

207 N. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Swanson, Linda M, 207 N. Colorado Ave., Route 3, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401963

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4300075
2019

Year:

14

Map Scale:
Block(s): 6
Year of Addition:

Addition: Town of Buena Vista Block 6 LLA Plat
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 49
16. Stories:

X Width

25

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

2017

Resource Number:

5CF.3433
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 820-square-foot dwelling faces west toward N. Colorado Avenue. The one-story, front gable roof house includes
a one-story shed roof rear section that projects to the south. Walls are clad with wide horizontal wood siding
(nonhistoric) with cornerboards. The house has overhanging boxed eaves, and the gable roof is clad with asphalt
composition shingles. The rear shed roof is clad with standing seam metal roofing.
The front (west) contains a center entrance with a flush wood door with a twelve-light metal storm door. A plate glass
window with a wood surround lies to the south. The gable face contains a small louvered vent. The south wall holds a
single-light window to the west and a small two-part window farther east. The wall then steps out and the narrow west
wall of the rear addition holds a paneled and glazed door with a storm door. The south wall is unfenestrated. The
east (rear) wall holds a two-part window to the west. The wall then steps out, featuring a narrow unfenestrated south
wall and then a three-panel wood door with a three-light upper section on the east wall. The north wall contains a
small two-part window in the shed roof section, followed by a similar window farther west.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Gabled Front

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.20-acre midblock parcel holds a house to the west and a shed to the east, both on the north property
line; a large side yard lies to the south. There is a wide treelawn in earth and forbs and a concrete public sidewalk.
Concrete sidewalks lead from the public sidewalk to the front entrance of the house and to a secondary entrance
toward the rear on the east. A concrete sidewalk curves from the rear of the building toward the rear of the parcel.
The yard is in earth and forbs. A clothesline on metal T posts stands near the south property line. A vertical board
fence stands at the rear of the parcel bordering a gravel alley. A tubular metal ranch gate provides access from the
alley to a dirt driveway that extends toward the rear of the house.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (pre-1883). This shed appears to be shown on the 1883 Sanborn fire insurance map, identified as a barn.
The one-story, L-shaped shed consists of a front gable roof section to the west and a shed roof part to the east and
has walls clad with asphalt shingles with wavy bottoms. The west part has double doors on its south wall, consisting
of an improvised wood door to the west and a three-panel wood door with a rectangular light to the east. The west
wall has a boarded-up window at the center. The wall steps in and the east portion of the shed has a vertical board
door with strap hinges near the center flanked by four-light wood windows (one light missing from the east window).
The east wall is unfenestrated. The north wall is not visible. The roof has slightly overhanging eaves, and is clad with
corrugated metal panels.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1882-83

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance map, 1883 and ownership data
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner: Borrell, John M. and Margaret
Source of Information: Ownership history per deeds
29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
No old assessor appraisal card could be found for this property. The 1883 and 1886 Sanborn fire insurance maps
show the house as a simple rectangle. The 1890 Sanborn shows a rear addition that projects to the south. Based on
Google Street View images, the house was reclad after 2018. The house also displays changes to fenestration and
replacement of windows and doors (date unknown but apparently not historic).
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

Resource Number:

5CF.3433

31. Original Use(s):
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Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The original
legal description was Original Town, Block 6, Lots 3 and 4. In 2017 the Town of Buena Vista Block 6 LLA (lot line
adjustment) Plat was approved with this property designated Lot 14. Although the assessor provided a 1909 year of
construction for this dwelling, based on Sanborn fire insurance map evidence, it appears to date to before 1883.
Borrell. This property is associated with the Borrell family, who erected the house ca. 1882-83 and owned it until
1946. In 1882, the Buena Vista Land Company sold the land on which this house stands to John M. Borrell. John
Borrell was born in 1854, in Switzerland County, Indiana; his father came to this country from France. Borrell married
Margaret in about 1875. She was born in 1859 in Missouri. The couple and two children were farming in Phillips
County, Kansas, in 1880. They came to Buena Vista by 1882, and the 1885 Colorado state census identified Mr.
Borrell as a freighter. The household included four children, as well as Borrell's brother, Tom, who also was a
freighter. In 1888 Borrell and John Feely won a contract to set poles for the town electric light company.
The 1900 census showed the Borrells on Market Street (likely this house), with Mr. Borrell employed as an
electrician. Four children were in the household. In 1910 Mr. Borrell worked as a laborer at a smelter. Borrell sold the
property to Edward Kehn in 1913, but he held it for only three years before transferring it to Margaret Borrell, who
owned it until 1945. Mr. Borrell worked as a teamster in 1920. In that year the couple's divorced daughter, Nellie B.
Case, and her son were part of the household. Nellie was a salesperson in a book store. The family may have
encountered problems paying taxes on the property. In 1926 Margaret received a Treasurer's Deed for the property
after paying back taxes. John and Margaret still lived here in 1930, when Mr. Borrell listed his occupation as a laborer
at odd jobs. The house was valued at $800. The Borrells also lived here in 1940; they were both in their 80s and
likely retired (no occupation was listed). Mr. Borrell died in 1944, and in 1945 Mrs. Borrell added three of her
daughters as co-owners of the property: Myrtle Gorsline, Ruby L. Droney, and Nellie L. Landrus.
Swanson. In 1946, possibly following Margaret's death, those daughters sold the property to Clarence M. and Esther
M. Swanson. The Swansons owned the property for half a century. Clarence M. Swanson was a native of Carrington,
North Dakota, born there in 1918. His family appears to have lived in California and Colorado in the 1920s and
resided in Sheridan, Wyoming in 1930. His father Morton's occupation in the 1930 census was sign painter. The
Swanson family lived in Buena Vista by 1935, and the 1940 census saw the father working as a carpenter/sign
painter; Clarence as a mechanic with his own garage; and his brother Forrest and sister Marie working at a public
school as a janitor and librarian, respectively. Clarence married Esther M. Etzler in 1941. She was born in Routt
County, Colorado, in 1919, and in 1940 lived with her family in the Buena Vista area.
Clarence's World War II draft registration reported he worked at the Pieplant Mine near Gunnison. He served in the
US Army from 1942 to 1945. Clarence died in 1998, and that year Esther Swanson added Linda M. Swanson as an
owner. Esther died in Buena Vista in 2007. Linda M. Swanson is now the sole owner of the property.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County(Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
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D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
40. Period(s) of Significance:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

--

41. Level(s) of Significance:
--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. This was the home of the Borrell family for
more than six decades. John M. and Margaret built the house ca. 1882-83, and their family lived here into the mid1940s. Mr. Borrell worked at a variety of jobs, including freighter, teamster, electrician, and smelter laborer.
Beginning in 1946, Clarence and Esther Swanson became long-term owners, and the house remains in the family
today. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely
candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark
designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house has diminished historic integrity due to recent nonhistoric changes, including recladding and door and
window replacements (including possible changes to fenestration).

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3433-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This Google Street View image shows the front of the house at 207 N. Colorado Avenue; 209 N. Colorado is to
the left. SOURCE: Google Street View, image, 2012.

Resource Number: 5CF3433

Architectural Inventory Form

Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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USGS Location Map
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5CF.3433, 207 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3434

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108406439

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Wells-Parker Property, Dickinson House,
Wallace Property
6. Current Building Name:
Vukelic Property

7. Building Address:

209 N. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Vukelic, Zarko, 2732 S. Harrison St., Denver, CO 80210

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401961

Buena Vista East, Colo.

8

Northing 4300082
2019

Year:

12

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 40
X Width

16

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Side Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Map Scale:
Block(s): 6
Year of Addition:

Addition: Town of Buena Vista Block 6 LLA Plat

16. Stories:

78 W

Metal

7.5'

1879

Resource Number:

5CF.3434

Architectural Inventory Form

Page 2 of 5

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
None.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 640-square-foot one-story, side gable roof dwelling (Resource 1) now faces north. Its walls are clad with narrow
wood lap siding above sill level, and wider wood siding below sill level; there are cornerboards. All windows appear to
be vinyl replacements. The house has slightly overhanging boxed eaves and the roof is clad with standing seam
metal roofing. There is a metal chimney pipe on the north roof slope toward the west end.
The front (north) holds an off-center entrance sheltered by a gable roof hood with braces and corrugated metal
roofing. The entrance contains a flush wood door with a decorative glass light that opens onto a concrete stoop. East
of the entrance is a single-light window (possibly a casement) with a decorative shutter and a window box. Near the
center is a one-over-one-light window with decorative shutters, followed by paired four-light windows. The rear (east)
wall cannot be seen from the public right-of-way. The south wall is unfenestrated save for a very small window
toward the east. The west wall (the original front) now holds a wide, two-part, center sliding vinyl window with
ornamental shutters; there is a louvered vent at the apex of the gable face.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.08-acre midblock parcel holds an older house at its southwest corner and a newer house to the
northeast. There is a wide treelawn in dirt and forbs and a concrete public sidewalk. A board sidewalk leads from the
sidewalk to the front porch of the house, while a concrete paver sidewalk provides access to the rear secondary
house. A gravel parking area bordered by railroad ties is present at the northwest corner of the parcel. An raised area
with artificial grass and a planter box stands near the front of the secondary house. There are two wood planters
between the older house and the sidewalk. A chainlink fence extends along the south property line east of the house.
The two sheds to the east are located on a different assessor parcel.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Secondary House (2016). This 826-square-foot two-story, shed roof house stands to the rear facing west toward
the street. The front features a wide open porch with a second story balcony. The porch has square wood post
supports, a wood deck, and a balustrade. On the first story, a wood door with a large rectangular light opens onto the
porch. Farther south the first story contains a one-over-one-light window and a single-light window (all windows
appear to be vinyl). Opening onto the second story balcony is a two-part sliding door with transom. To the south are
two wide one-over-one-light windows. The north wall is unfenestrated. The eaves are overhanging and the roof is
clad with standing seam metal roofing. NOTE: The sheds to the east are on a separate parcel.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1886-90

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn maps, 1886 and 1890
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Unknown

Source of Information:
29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An ca. 1949 appraisal card shows the house originally featured an entrance on the west wall flanked by two-over-twolight wood windows. The walls were clad with narrow lap siding with cornerboards. The entrance is now on the north,
and the dwelling exhibits changed fenestration, as well as replacement doors, windows, and wall cladding. The
house now has standing seam metal roofing. Based on Google Street View images, this house appears unchanged
since 2018. The secondary house was present then.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

Resource Number:

5CF.3434

31. Original Use(s):
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Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The original
legal description was Original Town, Block 6, Lots 5 and 6. In 2017 the Town of Buena Vista Block 6 LLA (lot line
adjustment) Plat was approved with this property designated Lot 12. The assessor reported an 1899 year of
construction for this house, but Sanborn fire insurance maps suggest it was built between 1886 and 1890. The house
on this lot in 1886 is wider and farther west than the house shown in 1890. Historic Sanborn fire insurance maps
show this house in its present location and size beginning in 1890. On lot 6 (the northern part of the parcel) stood a
larger two-story frame building labeled the Mountain View Hotel from 1896 to 1908.
Wells and Parker. In 1883 S.H. Wells and Louis (or Lewis) Parker acquired the portion of this property now holding
the older house (Lot 5). In 1889 Wells acquired Parker's interest and became sole owner. Wells appeared in the
1885 Colorado census in Chaffee County; he was born in Kentucky about 1822 and worked as a barber. Wells or
Wells and Parker owned the property when this house was constructed. A December 1888 notice in the Buena Vista
Democrat asked persons wanting "a competent man as porter or in serving dinners, or help at balls or parties" to
contact Lewis Parker "south of the Mountain View Hotel" (this location). In 1899 Mr. Wells transferred the property to
Nancy M. Wells; she then passed it back to him in 1901. Wells signed the lot over the Chaffee County later in 1901
to cover the costs of "transportation furnished and money advanced," amounting to less than $100. The reason
behind this unusual transaction is unknown.
A number of ownership transfers occurred in the early part of the twentieth century. John Borrell became owner of
the parcel ca. 1901-02 and sold it to Lydia A. Guire in 1902. In 1903 Guire sold the property to Martha J. O'Neal.
O'Neal transferred the land back to Guire in 1910, who then sold the property to James F. and Etta M. Murray. The
Murrays had acquired lots 6 through 8 in 1910. Alphonse Enderlin became the owner of lots 5 through 8 in 1912,
followed by H.D. Dickinson in 1916.
Dickinson. The Dickinsons became long-term owners/residents of this parcel (1916-45). Henry D. Dickinson was
born in Iowa in 1854 to English parents; his family farmed. He married Agnes H. Muller in 1887. She was a native of
Switzerland (born 1868), who immigrated with her parents to this country in 1870. In 1875, the family farmed in
Kansas. By 1900, Mr. Dickinson worked as a meat cutter, and the family rented a house on James Street in Buena
Vista. In 1910 the Dickinsons lived on Lake Front Street, and Henry was employed as a public school janitor. Henry
died in 1919. The 1922-23 city directory listed Guy O. (1898-1966) and Anna M. Dickinson at this address. Guy
(Agnes and Henry's son) was a plant operator for the Buena Vista Light and Power Company. During World War I he
served as a gunner's mate in the US Navy. The county taxes on the property apparently went unpaid, and Agnes
Dickinson redeemed the property by paying the taxes due. She received a Treasurer's deed for the property in 1926.
Guy Dickinson and family were not living here in 1930; he later worked for Public Service Company of Colorado.
Wallace. In 1942, Orphie B. Dickinson (acting under a power of attorney from Agnes) executed an agreement to sell
the property to William and Alma L. Wallace, and in 1945 Ms. Dickinson sold the property to William Wallace.
William quitclaimed the property to his mother Fanny Wallace. Frances M. F. "Fanny" Symons was born in Schuylkill
County, Pennsylvania, in 1884. She came with her mother to Colorado to care for her sick uncle, a miner. In 1898
she married John B. Wallace (born 1876 in Tarrytown, New York). John B. was the son of William Wallace, Sr. (the
patriarch of the family), who came to Colorado from New York to pursue mining. Settling first in Leadville, he brought
his family to Colorado, where he worked as a carpenter and operated a greenhouse. He finally discovered producing
mines in the Winfield area of Chaffee County, and the family relocated there. After their marriage, John B. and Fanny
Wallace lived in the Winfield area for several years, and then moved to Granite by 1910, where Mr. Wallace worked
as a teamster. The 1920 and 1930 censuses showed the Wallaces in Buena Vista, with Mr. Wallace working as a
miner. Seven children were present in 1920 when the family lived in a rented house on James Street; they were
renting a dwelling on Yale Street in 1930. Mr. Wallace died in October 1938. In 1954 Fanny added her son Arthur B.
Wallace as a co-owner. Fanny Wallace died in Palisades, Colorado, in 1971.
Lucas. In 1963 Joseph G. III and Montine E. (Bean) Lucas became owners; he was born in 1926 Arkabutla,
Mississippi and she was born in 1929. Joseph was living in Mississippi when he registered for the draft in 1944. The
couple married in Monroe County, Arkansas, in 1952 and moved to Buena Vista in 1956, where Mr. Lucas worked for
the Climax Molybdenum Company. They were charter members of the Buena Vista Mountain Heights Baptist Church
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in 1962-63. Mr. Lucas served as town fire chief, and he was active in the Lions Club and Boy Scouts. The couple
divorced in 1970 and Montine transferred her interest in the property to her husband. After he retired from Climax,
Joseph moved to Florida. In 1990 Joseph (then of Jackson County, Florida) passed the property to son James Guy
Lucas of Battle Mountain, Nevada. Joseph moved to Winnemucca, Nevada, in 1992, where he died in 2014.
In 1994 James Guy Lucas sold the property to Keith and Deborah (Miller) Bardol. The Bardols briefly owned the
property before Andrew K. Squaires acquired it in 1997. He in turn sold it to Mary B. Giammari and Stuart D. Kent in
2001. The property was transferred to Varko Vukelic, the current owner in 2015.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 102 and 262; Colorado State Census, 1885;
Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Buena Vista
Democrat, December 20, 1888; Humboldt Sun (Winnemucca, Nevada), July 16, 2012.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. This small dwelling, erected ca. 1886-90,
was built by S.H. Wells and/or Louis Parker. Longer-term owners included meat cutter and public school janitor
Henry D. Dickinson and his wife, Agnes H. (1916-45), retired widow Frances M. F. "Fanny" Wallace (1945-63), and
Climax Molybdenum Company employee Joseph G. Lucas III and his wife, Montine E. (1963-90). Given the loss of
historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State
Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
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The numerous changes discussed in the construction history (including changing the entrance to a side elevation,
altered fenestration, and replacement doors, windows, and wall cladding) have impacted the historic integrity of this
parcel. The erection of a large two-story secondary dwelling has also impacted the house's historic setting.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3434-01 to -05

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 209 N. Colorado Avenue. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1951, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena
Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3434, 209 N. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3435

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108402021

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Habig/Peterson/Morris Property, Otwell
House
6. Current Building Name:
Carey Property

7. Building Address:

112 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Carey, Nina V., PO Box 1160, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401999

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299864
2019

Year:

17-18 (Nly 62')

Map Scale:
Block(s): 2
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 56
16. Stories:

X Width

43

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Synthetics/Vinyl
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Attached garage. Chimney. Decorative shingles. Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 968-square-foot house faces east toward S. Colorado Avenue and consists of a one-story cross gable roof older
dwelling to the north with a lower two-car attached garage to the south. The walls of the northern part of the building
are clad with nonhistoric vinyl siding with cornerboards, while the garage walls are painted concrete blocks. The front
and side gable faces are clad with decorative wood shingles (sawtooth and fishscale); the rear gable face is clad with
lap siding.. The eaves are overhanging, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. The south wall holds a
full-height concrete block chimney; a shorter red brick chimney stands on the ridge near the center and has a metal
cap.
The front of the house holds a picture window at the south end and a flush wood door with a diagonal slit light farther
north (there is also a metal storm door). The door opens onto a concrete stoop covered with outdoor carpeting. The
wall steps out and the east wall of the east-west gable wing holds a three-part wood casement window. The north
wall contains a two-part wood sliding window toward the west. The rear features a shed roof projection with
nonhistoric vinyl wall cladding; its south wall is not visible from the public right-of-way.
Farther south, the rear wall steps out and the north wall of the garage holds a flush door. The west wall of the garage
is composed of unpainted concrete block. A eight-light wood window is located near the center. The south wall of the
garage is not visible. The front (east) wall of the garage contains two overhead sectional garage doors.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian/Queen Anne

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.07-acre mid-block parcel is bordered on the north by a gravel alley. There is a wide concrete sidewalk
with a treelawn in earth and weeds and an aspen tree. A concrete driveway accesses the garage. The small front
yard is in grass and is enclosed with a chainlink fences; a small tree is at the south end.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
None.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1901-02

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1896 and 1902; deed records
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Habig, Anthony A.
Source of Information: Ownership deeds

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old appraisal card could not be located for this property. The garage addition is not shown on the 1926 Sanborn
fire insurance map. It does not appear to be shown on a 1953 aerial photograph of the town, but does appear on a
1975 aerial. The front door is a replacement and all windows are nonoriginal replacements. Based on Google Street
View images, this house appears unchanged since 2012.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):
34. Site Type(s): House

Domestic/Single Dwelling
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35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The 1950 year
of construction supplied by the assessor is incorrect. Based on Sanborn fire insurance maps and ownership
information, the house dates to between 1901 and 1902. The dwelling replaced the two-story Walker Hotel shown on
the alley in the 1883 Sanborn map. The 1890 map labeled the hotel "badly damaged by fire," and by 1896 it no longer
was shown.
Conner. Hellena L. Conner owned most of the land comprising this parcel by 1883. In 1891, then living in Pitkin,
Colorado, she transferred ownership to Adeline L. Conner of Salt Lake City. In 1901 Adeline (Conner) Bates sold the
property to Anthony A. Habig. Habig acquired a strip of land adjacent to the alley the same year, assembling all of
today's parcel. Since the house stands on both pieces of land, it was erected during Habig's ownership circa 1901-02.
Habig. Anthony A. Habig was born in 1862 in Cincinnati, Ohio, to German immigrant parents. He worked as a
butcher in Cincinnati in 1880 but had arrived in Chaffee County by 1884, where he engaged in mining with fellow
Cincinnatian Joseph Malkmus. Malkmus and Habig operated a saloon in Buena Vista by 1889. They sold wine,
liquor, and cigars at their Bon Ton establishment in 1891. In 1894 the partners purchased a saloon in Salida. Habig
engaged in hunting and was active in local gun clubs. It is not clear if Habig ever lived in this house, as the 1900 and
1910 censuses list him on Main Street. In 1920 he was employed as guard at the State Reformatory near Buena
Vista. The 1930 census showed him as a patient at the Red Cross Hospital in Salida.
Otwell. Acting for Habig, Mrs. Sadie Mears sold this property to W. S. Willis in 1928. He transferred it the same year
to Fred J. Meteer. Charles E. Otwell, Sr., paid $850 for the parcel in 1934. Otwell was a native of Michigan (born
there in 1866), who lived in Colorado by 1892. The 1900 and 1910 censuses showed Otwell residing in Leadville,
where he worked as a teamster and silver miner, respectively. By 1930 he lived on Cedar Street in Buena Vista and
worked as a guard at the State Reformatory. By 1940 Otwell was living on Colorado Avenue (likely in this house) and
still working as a reformatory guard.
Morris. Following Otwell's death in 1943, his daughter Agnes A. Ray, became owner. She sold the property to O.O.
and Nora D. Morris in 1949. Orval O. Morris was born in Iowa in 1897 and came with his family to Weld County by
1902. He and Nora E. Redman (1894-1982) were married in Greeley in 1925. The couple lived in Greeley in 1930,
when he worked as a house plasterer and his wife as a saleslady in a notions store. By 1940 Morris listed his
occupation as contractor. Mr. Morris died in 1980 in Greeley. It is not known if they actually lived in this house.
Peterson. Carl R. and Jessie Peterson acquired the property in 1958 and held onto it for about thirteen years. Mr.
Peterson died on September 8, 1970. In 1972 Jessie Peterson disposed of the property to William D. and Freda M.
Goldsberry of Grayson County, Texas. Several ownership transfers ensued during the decade: Dorothy L. Adkins
(1977), Edwin Loeffel and Jeanette Kern-Loeffel (1979), and William R. and Georgene C. King (1980). Michael A.
and Beverly A. Cassidy acquired the property from King and sold it to John B. and Frinda Howard in 1981.
The Howards owned the property for twenty years. Following Frinda's death, Mr. Howard became sole owner in
2000. He sold the property to the current owners, James J. and Nina V. Casey, in 2001. Following the death of
James, Nina became the sole owner in 2019.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
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E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is associated with early twentieth century residential construction in Buena Vista. The dwelling was
erected circa 1901-02 by local liquor dealer and saloon owner Anthony A. Habig, who owned the property until 1928
but apparently did not live here. Colorado State Reformatory guard Charles E. Otwell, Sr., resided here 1934-43.
Subsequent owners had tenures of thirteen years or less, with the exception of John B. and Frinda Howard, who held
the property from 1981 to 2000. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is
evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any
criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house no longer retains historic integrity, displaying replacement windows and door, a large garage addition on
the south, and application of vinyl siding.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3435-01 to -05

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3435, 112 S. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3436

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108410065

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
McMicken/Dobbins and
Merrifield/Ottoson/Krieg Property
6. Current Building Name:
Cheryl The Builder LLC Property

7. Building Address:

202 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Cheryl The Builder LLC, 106 River Run Dr., Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402016

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299809
2019

Year:

1-2 (E 87')

Map Scale:
Block(s): 10
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 36
16. Stories:

X Width

34

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Synthetics/Vinyl
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
The 649-square-foot, one-story, cross gable roof house (Resource 1) faces east toward S. Colorado Avenue. The
walls are clad with nonhistoric vinyl siding with cornerboards. The gable faces hold octagonal louvered vents. All
windows are tall, one-over-one-light vinyl replacements, unless otherwise noted. The house has overhanging eaves,
and the roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles.
The front features a full-width hipped roof porch with thick square wood columns with spiral carving (nonhistoric). The
porch deck appears to be wood boards with vertical board skirting. A scalloped board is present at the top of the
fascia. The porch roof is clad with corrugated metal panels and has ball finials. The east projecting gable wing
contains a center entrance with a three-panel wood door with a rectangular light flanked by windows. The east wall of
the north-south gable wing holds an off-center window. The north wall of the north-south wing contains a window.
The rear (west) is unfenestrated at the north end (the west wall of the north-south gable wing) and features a wood
gutter with decoratively-carved brackets. The wall then steps out slightly. The west wall of the east-west gable wing
contains a small one-over-one window to the north and a two-part sliding window to the south (both vinyl). At the
southwest corner of the house is a shed roof projection. Its north and west walls are clad with nonhistoric vinyl siding.
Its north wall holds an off-center plate glass window and its west wall a wood door with a rectangular light and a twopart vinyl sliding window. The south and east walls of the shed projection is clad with board-and-batten siding; both
walls contain paired single-light casement windows. The south wall of the east-west gable wing holds a tall one-overone-light vinyl window.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Gabled Ell

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.1-acre corner parcel lies at the southwest corner of E. Cedar St. and S. Colorado Avenue. There are no
public sidewalks along either street. The parking area between the street and the parcel is in grass and forbs; a small
tree is present along the Colorado Avenue side near the south end. The front yard is in grass with a small tree north
of the house. The yard is enclosed with a wood picket fence on the east and north and a chainlink fence on the
south. A vertical board fence stands on the west parcel line. The area to the rear of the house (west) is occupied by a
gravel parking area with a shed at the southwest corner of the parcel.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (pre-2012, Google Street View). This 12' x 8' front gable roof shed stands at the southwest corner of the
parcel, oriented diagonally (it faces northeast). The shed has board-and-batten walls. The widely overhanging roof
shelters the front which contains a center, paneled and glazed door flanked by tall two-light windows. There is a twolight horizontal window in the gable face. The northwest wall is unfenestrated; the other two walls cannot be seen
from the public right-of-way. The building has widely overhanging boxed eaves; the roof is clad with wood shingles.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1902-08

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1902 and 1908
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
McMicken, James
Source of Information: Ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map shows the house with the same footprint as today, except for the front porch.
An old assessor appraisal card (circa 1980s) shows that substantial changes have been made to the front porch: it
had an inset corner at the northeast (it is now full width without a notch); the porch supports were simpler; and
decking was different. The house had two-over-two-light wood windows, a chimney on the ridge, and was clad with
what appears to be asphalt siding stamped to resemble bricks. The porch had its present appearance in 2012 (based
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on Google Street View images). The shed roof part of the house to the south is shown in the assessor photograph,
but it has been re-sided and holds nonhistoric windows.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The 1900 year
of construction reported by the assessor is not correct. This parcel is shown as vacant on the 1902 Sanborn fire
insurance map, while the 1908 map shows this house, supporting its erection circa 1902-08. In 1895 J.B. Cann sold
the empty parcel to James McMicken for $800.
McMicken. James McMicken owned the parcel when this house was constructed. Information on McMicken is
somewhat clouded. The name James S. McMicken appeared in a 1924 obituary and that person was the owner of
the houses in question. However, area newspapers contain references to a James, James M., James R. and James
S. McMicken, who may represent the same individual with misreported initials. James McMicken appears to have
been born in Michigan in 1848. He married Gertrude M. Hathaway (1848-74) in 1872 in Oakland, Michigan. They had
one daughter, Gertrude Bell McMicken, born in Michigan in 1874. By 1883 McMicken had relocated to Gunnison,
Colorado where he operated a livery, feed, and sale stable. Newspaper accounts also show McMicken active
freighting, road grading, and cattle and horse raising. An 1899 article in the Salida Record described him as “one of
the cattle kings of Chaffee county.”
He came to Buena Vista in the late 1880s and started acquiring properties for rental. By 1890 the Leadville Daily
Chronicle made reference to a person occupying “one of McMicken’s houses, on Cedar street.” In 1907 McMicken
formed a business partnership with William W. Fay. The two men stated they would “give their personal attention to
parties who wish to make large sales, or those who wish to invest. We are not in the moonshine business [foolish talk
or ideas] neither will we take on any wild cat schemes. Our aim is to get the buyer and seller together. Our territory
will be confined strictly to the planet, we will arbitrate.” Local historian Judy Porrata reported that McMicken’s
advertising cards read: “Auctioneer and Arbitrator, Adjuster and Appraiser.” The 1910 census showed McMicken
living on Cedar Street (no address number reported). In 1919 the Chaffee County Democrat reported McMicken had
a residence on N. Gunnison Avenue.
McMicken was hospitalized for three years in Pueblo before his death in 1924. At the time of his death McMicken
owned nineteen houses in Buena Vista, which he acquired over the years and rented out to produce income.
Newspaper articles and a 1931 bill of sale for furniture, household goods, and utensils referred to the dwellings as
“the McMicken houses,” which were located in blocks 2, 4, 10, 53, 58, and 58 of the original townsite. Five of these
properties are included in the 2020 historic buildings survey: 319, 320, 328, and 330 East Cedar Street and 202
South Colorado Avenue. McMicken’s granddaughter, Virginia (Parks) Biggers, inherited all of his properties in 1925.
She was the daughter of Gertrude Bell (McMicken) and attorney Fred W. Parks of Denver. Virginia lived in Buffalo,
New York, and likely never occupied in any of these houses. She sold this property and the other McMicken houses
to Grover A. Dobbins and Roy Merrifield in 1925.
Dobbins and Merrifield. Mr. Dobbins operated several businesses, including a billiard parlor and a grocery, acquired
real estate, and later became active in county politics. Ray (1892-1980) and Charlotte E. (1906-1998) Merrifield were
longtime residents of Buena Vista who established the Green Parrot Bar at 304 E. Main and started several other
restaurants. Charlotte operated a beauty parlor, worked at Buena Vista Drugs, and was employed at the Hi Rocky
Store, among other jobs. Roy worked at the Reformatory, opened a freight company, and operated a garage, among
other pursuits. In 1937 Dobbins transferred his interest in the east half of Lots 1 and 2 (this parcel) to Roy and
Charlotte Merrifield. Roy Merrifield then passed his interest in this property and other land to Charlotte in 1938.
Ottoson. Mary Ottoson became owner of this property in 1948. She held onto it for about twenty years. Mary
Christina Lindstrom was born in Sweden in 1880 and came to the US in 1902. She married August Ottoson in
Denver in 1906. He was also a native of Sweden (born in 1880), who immigrated to this country in 1900. In 1910, the
couple, then with two children, were living in Denver, where Mr. Ottoson worked as a laborer in a foundry. The 1912
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city directory showed his employer as the Colorado Gray Iron Works. The family lived in St. Elmo, Chaffee County, in
1920; Mr. Ottoson was working as a miner. By 1930, the Ottosons were farming near Buena Vista. August died in
1934. Mrs. Ottoson was living on Gunnison Avenue in Buena Vista in 1940; she owned the house which was valued
at $1,000. It is not known if she lived in this house. Mrs. Ottoson died in 1967 in Buena Vista.
Krieg. Glen Krieg, Jr., and Naomi Ann Krieg acquired the property from Ottoson's estate in 1969 and held it about two
decades. Glen Krieg was a native of Holly, Colorado, born there in 1925. He grew up in Prowers County, where his
family farmed. Glen was working for his father on the farm when he registered for the draft in 1943. He served in the
Army and was discharged in November 1944 after being wounded in the line of duty. After the war he married Naomi
Ann Winters. She was born in Lamar, Colorado in 1928. The couple had one child, Thelma L. Krieg, born in 1949.
The Kriegs lived in Buena Vista, but it is not clear if they resided in this house. Mrs. Krieg died in 1988 and Mr. Krieg
in 1994.

Glen Krieg, Jr. sold the property to Kathleen A. Howard in 1990. Subsequent owners have included: John J. and
Barbara L. Harrington (1992); David R. and Aimee Harner (1999); Cheryl and Earl Richmond (2014); and Cheryl the
Builder LLC (2018), the present owner.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Judy Porrata, Buena Vista: A
Quick History (Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1979), 56.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is associated with early twentieth century residential construction in Buena Vista. The dwelling was
erected circa 1902-08 by James McMicken and became one nineteen houses he rented to Buena Vista residents.
Following his death in 1924, his estate sold this and the other "McMicken houses" to Grover A. Dobbins and Roy
Merrifield, who engaged in buying, selling, and renting properties in the town. Mary Ottoson, a Swedish widow, owned

Resource Number:

5CF.3436

Architectural Inventory Form

Page 5 of 5

the house for about two decades (1948-67), followed by Glen Krieg, Jr., and Naomi Ann Krieg (1969-90). Given the
loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or
State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house no longer retains historic integrity due to the substantial changes occurring since the 1980s, as detailed in
the construction history, including porch alterations, recladding of walls, and replacement of windows.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3436-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 202 S. Colorado Avenue. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena
Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3436, 202 S. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3437

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108411075

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Schwarz/Dietzold/Frame/Stead House

6. Current Building Name:
Keidel Property

7. Building Address:

209 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Keidel, Jeffrey C & Kathleen M. F., PO Box 938, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402072

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299804
2019

Year:

4-6

Map Scale:
Block(s): 11
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 70
16. Stories:

X Width

39

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Synthetics/Vinyl
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This one-story 1,927-square-foot dwelling (Resource 1) faces west toward S. Colorado Avenue. The main portion of
the house has an asymmetrical front gable roof with projecting overlapping gables consisting of an off-center front
gable roof entrance projection and a projecting off-center front gable roof porch. Facing the porch is a paneled door
with a narrow rectangular light with decorative glass, flanked by faux four-over-four-light vinyl windows. The front wall
north of the entrance projection contains two faux four-over-four-light vinyl windows.
The north wall (difficult to see due to fence and foliage) appears to contain three faux four-over-four-light vinyl
windows with decorative shutters. The south wall is also hard to see and has paired faux four-over-four-light vinyl
windows toward the front, followed by a canted bay window with faux four-over-four-light vinyl windows on its sides.
The eaves are slightly overhanging, and the roof is clad with asphalt shingles.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level, rectangular, mid-block parcel encompasses 0.3 acres. A dwelling stands near the northwest corner of the
parcel, with a garage at the southeast corner' a shed lies north of the garage. A gravel parking area with three small
trees lies next to the street bordered by a low, mortared stone wall to the east; there is no public sidewalk. A hard
surface sidewalk (possibly concrete formed to resemble rounded stones) extends from the porch to the parking area,
where it splits into a Y; a secondary sidewalk curves around the south wall of the house to its rear. The front yard is
in grass with a small boulder near the southwest corner. There is a large tree near the southwest corner and a tree
stands near the northwest corner of the house. Two planting areas flank the sidewalk next to the front porch; each is
bordered by a low mortared stone wall. Several small trees stand in the yard south of the house and a large shrub
stands near the south foundation. A vertical board fence encloses the sides and rear of the parcel.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (pre-1926, Sanborn map). Although the assessor reports a 1950 year of construction, this garage appears
to be shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. This 320-square-foot, front gable roof garage stands on the
rear of the parcel facing Church Street. The rectangular (20' x 16') building features walls clad with corrugated metal
panels. The front contains off-center, double garage doors (vertical board with X-bracing) with a plain wood surround.
The north wall holds a band of three two-part wood windows near the west end. The south wall is unfenestrated and
the west wall is not visible from the public right-of-way. The garage has overhanging, boxed eaves and the roof is
clad with asphalt composition shingles. There is a stuccoed chimney on the north roof slope near the center.
3. Shed (pre-1926, Sanborn map). This shed appears to be shown on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. The
small, one-story building has a shed roof and walls clad with corrugated metal panels. The roof has overhanging
boxed eaves and is clad with asphalt shingles. The rear wall (east) contains a square opening filled with corrugated
metal with a plain wood surround. The north and south walls are unfenestrated, while the front (west) is not visible
from the public right-of-way.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

pre-1887

Actual

Source of Information: Schwarz to Dietzold deed, 1887
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Schwarz, Jacob C. and Louise
Source of Information: Schwarz to Dietzold deed, 1887

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old appraisal card noted the property "has been remodeled since the 1975 sale." In the accompanying photograph
the projecting front gable and front porch are not present; the front then included two windows with the entrance
located on the front (west) wall of the projecting south gable wing. The current assessor drawing provides a 1996
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date for the projecting gable and porch, as well as the bay window on the south wall. A one-story rear addition dates
to 2001. All windows and doors appear to be nonhistoric.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The assessor
currently reports a 1955 year of construction for this house, and an old assessor appraisal card provides an 1899
date; both are incorrect. The 1882 birds-eye-view map of the town shows three buildings on this blockface, none of
which appear to be this dwelling. Deed records support a pre-1887 date of construction. The house is shown on the
1926 Sanborn fire insurance map, the first edition to cover this part of the town.
Schwarz. The earliest owner identified for this parcel was Phillip H. Gray. In 1882 he transferred it to Ellen Gray. In
the same year she sold it to E.T. Settles, who passed it to Jacob C. Schwarz. This house was built by Schwarz prior
to 1887, based on a deed conveying the property from Schwarz to Richard Dietzold for $1,000 in June 1887. The
deed described the property as including "one dwelling house, one barn, and one hen house" and provided that
Schwarz would have use of the barn until January 1, 1888. Jacob C. Schwarz was born in Germany in 1847 and
immigrated to this country in 1864. His wife, Louise (or Louisa) was also a German native (born 1856). She came to
the US in 1883, and the couple married about that time. Schwarz appears on Chaffee County property transactions
as early as 1882. He operated the Schwarz Brothers grocery in Buena Vista with his brother Louis in the early to mid1880s, then continued the business on his own until 1888. The business was located at 322 E. Main Street
(5CF.3173), according to a previous survey form. In 1888 he and others leased the old flour mill at Nathrop and
refurbished it; Schwarz was identified as its proprietor in 1890. After selling this property to Dietzold, Schwarz built a
brick residence in Buena Vista. Schwarz and his wife moved in the 1890s to the Glenwood Springs area where he
worked as a clerk (1900) and operated a furniture store (1910). Jacob died in 1929 and Louise in 1932.
Dietzold. In 1887 Richard Dietzold (or Dietzhold) became owner of the property. Local newspapers list Dietzold in
Buena Vista as early as 1886, when advertisements for his Little Casino saloon appear, where he sold wine, liquors,
and cigars. Dietzold was born in Germany in 1859 and married Martha Frame (date unknown). He became a
naturalized US citizen in 1890. In October 1891, Dietzold left the town to pursue business opportunities in Lake Park,
Washington, but returned to Buena Vista a year later. One account reported he died in Pierce, Washington in 1892,
but the Colorado Democrat reported Dietzold was living on San Juan Avenue in Buena Vista in 1893.
Interim Owners. A succession of transactions produced a series of short-term owners between 1895 and 1907. W.R.
Logan acquired the property in 1895 by means of a public trustee's deed, indicating Dietzold had not paid the
mortgage. He sold it the same year to Elizabeth L'Abbe of Lake County. She kept the property until 1902 when she
transferred it to Stephen J. Thorn. Thorn immediately passed the property to Regena Thorn, who sold it to Anne
Reed later in 1905. Reed soon died, and in 1907 Orey Connell inherited this property.
Frame. Finally, in 1907 John Frame Sr. and his wife, Jane, became owners. The property remained in the Frame
family until 1945. John J. Frame Sr. was born in Ayrshire, Scotland in1855. His family soon moved to
Northumberland, where in 1875 he married Jane L. Steele (born in Scotland in 1856). The couple immigrated to
Ontario, Canada, in 1876 and then came to Colorado in 1879. The 1880 census enumerated the Frames and three
children on Trout Creek, Chaffee County, where Mr. Frame was engaged in mining. The family lived in Buena Vista
by 1882, where Mr. Frame continued his mining pursuits. In 1892 he was elected day marshal for the town. The
Frames lived on Cedar Street in 1903, and Mr. Frame worked as a laborer. The 1910 census showed the family
living on Colorado Avenue (this location); Mr. Frame was the town marshal. Three sons lived with them: John Jr. and
Edward worked as miners, while James was a US forest ranger. Mr. Frame continued as town marshal and
superintendent of the water works through ca. 1913-14.
James Frame, Sr. died January 13, 1917, and his wife and children inherited the property. Thereafter, Jane appears
to have lived with her son James and his family in the house to the south (213 S. Colorado Avenue); this house may
have been rented out. Jane Frame died on February 23, 1929, and her share of the property passed to her children
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in 1931. In 1945 James L. Frame sold the property to Ray and Rachel Slane.
Stead. The Slanes were short-term owners, selling to Jonas and Ethel Stead in 1948. The Stead family continued as
owners until the 1970s. Jonas R. Stead was born in Kingman, Kansas, in 1894. He married Ethel L. Clift, a native of
Arkansas (born in 1892), in 1915. They were both living in Rule, Colorado, at the time of their marriage. The Steads
lived near Buena Vista and farmed when Mr. Stead registered for the World War I draft in 1917. In 1920 they were
farming in Kingman County, Kansas, but had returned to Buena Vista by 1930, when Mr. Stead worked as a
mechanic at a garage. The couple then had two daughters and a son. In 1940 the Steads were still in Buena Vista,
where they once more engaged in farming. By 1941 Mr. Stead was in Grand Junction, working at the US Motor
Pool.
Mr. Stead died July 18, 1958, and the parcel passed to Ethel. In 1972 she died, and the property was transferred to
son J. Kenneth Stead and others. Kenneth and Zelda D. Stead became sole owners in 1975. The Steads sold that
year to Ronald G. and Nancy J. Miles, and Ronald Miles is shown at this address in the city directory for that year.
The Miles held the property briefly, disposing of it in 1978 to Herman M. and Elsie M. Ott. The Otts passed the parcel
to Clyde D. and Helen J. Trainor in 1981. The current owners, Jeffrey C. and Kathleen M. F. Keidel became owners
in 1988.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Kingman Journal (Kingman,
Kansas), December 24, 1915 (Stead-Clift marriage); Deon Wolfenbarger, 322-10 E. Main Street (5CF.3173),
Architectural Inventory form, February 19, 2018.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
40. Period(s) of Significance:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

--

41. Level(s) of Significance:
--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
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expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The pre-1887 dwelling served as the home
to four families with relatively long tenures. Grocer Jacob C. Schwarz (owner from 1882 to 1887) may have erected
the house. Later owners included: saloon owner Richard Dietzold (1887-95); miner and marshal John J. Frame and
his wife Jane and their son James, a US Forest Ranger (1907-45); and farmer/mechanic Jonas R. Stead and his
wife Ethel (1948-75). Relatively recent changes to the dwelling noted below in Item 43 have impacted its ability to
convey its historic character and make it an unlikely candidate for listing in the National or State Registers. The
property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
An appraisal card photograph reveals the house had experienced substantial alterations by the mid-1990s, including
the asymmetrical roof. This house underwent further significant changes between 1996 and 2001 that impacted is
historic integrity, including addition of a front projection and porch (which relocated the entrance), a south bay
window, a rear addition, recladding, and replacement of windows and doors.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3437-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 209 S. Colorado Avenue. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena
Vista, Colorado.
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The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower
right. Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3437, 209 S. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3438

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108411076

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Norton Property, Quiggle/Frame/Poplin
House, Slane Property
6. Current Building Name:
Bartone Property

7. Building Address:

213 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Bartone, John Jr., Bartone, Andrea, PO Box 213, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402075

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): 11
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4299783

7-9

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 37

78 W

X Width

25

1 1/2

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Stucco
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
The one-and-a-half-story, 1,190-square-foot, cross-gable roof house faces west toward S. Colorado Avenue. The
house has a concrete foundation and the walls are clad with stucco. The roof has overhanging eaves and is clad with
standing seam metal roofing.
The front features an open, off-center, projecting, gable roof porch. The porch has square stucco columns, stucco
sidewalls, and a concrete deck. A wood door with a storm door faces the porch (difficult to see details due to a
hanging flag). South of the porch is a large inset plate glass window. The gable face contains a one-over-one-light
window (possibly metal). A plaque at the gable apex reads "1899."
The south wall contains a large inset picture window toward the front, with a second large window toward the rear.
The north wall holds center paired windows; the gable face is unfenestrated. Both north and south walls are difficult
to see due to foliage and a wood privacy fence on the north.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.3-acre parcel lies between S. Colorado Avenue and Church Street. A house stands near the west end of
the parcel, with a garage and two sheds lying along the alley and a open shelter on the south property line. There is
no public sidewalk along S. Colorado Street. A woven wire fence with metal posts encloses the front yard and a
vertical board fence stands along the north property line. A concrete sidewalk extends from the house to the front
fence. Outside the fence next to S. Colorado Street are two grouping of small boulders to the north and two small
trees to the south. There are shrubs in the north part of the front yard and a small tree to the south. A large tree
stands at the southwest corner.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1950, assessor; present in 1999). A 630-square-foot, one-story, front gable roof garage stands on the
rear property line facing Church Street. The roof has overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails and is clad with
asphalt composition shingles. The walls are covered with smooth stucco. The front (east) contains two paneled
wood, tilt-up garage doors facing a concrete apron. The south wall holds paired six-light wood windows. The north
wall is unfenestrated, and the west wall is not visible from the public right-of-way. Alterations: Unknown. None
apparent.
3. Shed (pre-1999, Google Earth). This one-story shed is immediately south of the garage on the rear property line
and faces west. It has a shed roof with overhanging, boxed eaves; the roof is clad with rolled asphalt roofing. The
walls are covered with smooth stucco. The west wall is not visible from the public right-of-way; the remaining walls
are unfenestrated. Alterations: Unknown.
4. Shed (pre-1999, Google Earth). This one-story shed stands at the southeast corner of the parcel on the rear
property line and faces west. It has a shed roof with overhanging, boxed eaves; the roof is clad with rolled asphalt
roofing. The walls are covered with smooth stucco. The west wall is not visible from the public right-of-way. The rear
contains two openings with hinged plywood doors in the upper part of the wall with plain wood surrounds. The north
and south walls are unfenestrated. Alterations: Unknown
5. Shelter (pre-1999, Google Earth). This one-story, open shelter stands near the south property line. It is difficult to
see due to foliage. The roof has overhanging eaves with exposed rafters and is supported by round post supports. It
appears to have a concrete deck and feature low flagstone-clad walls with opening on the north and west.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1882-83

Source of Information: Ownership records
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:

Actual
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27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Norton, Eliza J.
Ownership records

Source of Information:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
A photograph on an old assessor appraisal card (ca. 1980s) shows the front of the house about as it is today (the
picture window then had decorative shutters). The numerous window replacements, porch alteration, front picture
window installation, and stuccoing of walls are not original but exact dates are unknown.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. Although the
assessor database and an old appraisal card provide an 1899 year of construction for this house, it appears this
house was erected ca. 1882-83, based on ownership records. The 1882 birds-eye-view map of the town shows three
buildings on this blockface, none of which appear to be this dwelling. Early Sanborn fire insurance maps do not cover
this area of the town, but the 1926 Sanborn map shows this house, indicating a pre-1926 year of construction.
Ownership records support an 1882-83 year built.
Norton. The Buena Vista Land Company sold lots 6 and 7 of Block 11 to Eliza J. Norton in 1881 and lot 8 in 1882.
City directories show Norton living in Leadville in 1891, Denver in 1903-04, Buena Vista in 1905 and 1907, and
Matehuala, Mexico in 1913-14. An Eliza J. Norton (1853-1928) is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Leadville. Norton
sold lots 7 and 8 (the house is mostly on lot 7) to Helen L. True in 1883 for $2,000, a greatly increased sum over
what Norton paid, indicating that a dwelling had been constructed. True held the property only two years and sold it
back to Norton, who owned the property until 1903.
Quiggle. J.C. Quiggle acquired lots 7 through 9 from Norton in 1903. Mr. Quiggle was a native of Pennsylvania, born
there in 1846, while Mrs. Quiggle was born in Kansas in 1856. The Quiggles married about 1880 and were living in
LeRoy, Kansas, that year, when Mr. Quiggle worked as a laborer. The family were farming in the Riverside area of
Chaffee County in 1900. The 1910 census enumerated James C. and Calista Quiggle on Colorado Avenue in Buena
Vista (likely this house), along with five children ranging in age from 18 to 27. Mr. Quiggle listed his occupation as a
laborer at odd jobs, while two sons were laborers in a livery stable and another was a farm laborer. The Quiggles
relocated to California by 1913 and were living in Huntington Beach, when Mrs. Quiggle died in 1928.
Frame. Quiggle sold this property to Charles F. Wahl in 1913. Wahl was a short-term owner and sold the parcel to
James L. Frame in 1915. This property stayed in the Frame family until 1947. James L. Frame was the son of John
Sr. and Jane Frame who lived in the house to the north (209 S. Colorado Avenue). The Frame parents, natives of
Great Britain, immigrated to Ontario, Canada, in 1876 and then came to Colorado in 1879. The 1880 US census
enumerated the Frames and three children on Trout Creek, Chaffee County, where Mr. Frame was engaged in
mining. The family lived in Buena Vista by 1882, where Mr. Frame continued his mining pursuits.
James L. Frame was born in Canada in 1879 and came with his parents to Colorado. He worked in Chaffee County
as a cattle dealer (1900) and operated a sawmill (1906). He married Irene May Randall (born 1885 in Iowa) in 1905.
The 1910 census showed James working as a US Forest Ranger and the couple living with his parents. He
purchased this house in 1915 and transferred ownership to his wife the following year. He continued to work as a
forest ranger. He and Irene both died in 1946. Irene died without leaving a will, and a 1947 court decree settling her
estate listed twelve blood relatives as heirs, including fractional interests in this property.
Slane. Ray and Rachel Slane acquired this property by laboriously obtaining quitclaim deeds from Irene May Frame's
twelve heirs-at-law. Born in 1885, Raymond Slane was a native of Saguache County, Colorado, where his family
farmed. He married Rachel M. White (born in Colorado in 1889) in Saguache in 1909. The Slanes lived in Saguache
in 1910, where Mr. Slane operated a livery stable. The 1920 through 1940 censuses found the couple living in
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Gunnison County, where they raised livestock. Mr. Slane died in 1960 and Mrs. Slane in 1967.
Poplin. The Slanes sold the property to Wayne and Celia Poplin in 1949, and the Poplin family owned the property
until 1994. Wayne S. Poplin was born in Wray, Colorado in 1920. In 1930 he lived with his widowed mother, Anna,
and six siblings on Railroad Street in Buena Vista. His mother worked as a laundress, while the oldest son was a
laborer with the State Highway Department and the two oldest girls were waitresses. In 1940 Poplin was living in
Cripple Creek and was leasing a gold mine. Poplin served in the Army Air Corps in World War II, 1941-45 and
received an honorable discharge. In 1945 he was back in Buena Vista and unemployed. Poplin married Celia
(Rescorla) Calhoun in 1949; she was born in 1918. She received a BA from Western State College and taught
English courses at Buena Vista High School from the 1950s to the 1980s. This address number is not listed in the
1976 city directory.
Mrs. Poplin died in 1993 and Mr. Poplin in 1994, and the estate sold the property to Barbara Billings in 1994. She
owned the property for a decade before disposing of it to Brian D. Welch in 2005. He then sold it to the present
owners: John Bartone, Jr. and Andrea Bartone.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Colorado Democrat (Buena
Vista), February 1, 1893 (Dietzold on San Juan Avenue); Santa Ana Register (Santa Ana, California), March 2, 1928
(Calista Quiggle obituary).

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
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founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The house was erected ca. 1882-83 by
Eliza J. Norton. Little biographical information was found about Norton, but she owned the property for almost twenty
years. Norton sold the property to James C. Quiggle, a farmer and laborer, in 1903. U.S. Forest Ranger James L.
Frame and his wife Irene owned the property from 1915 to 1946. Ray and Rachel Slane acquired the property ca.
1947-48 and sold it in 1949 to Wayne and Celia Poplin, who owned it until 1993-94. Mrs. Poplin was a longtime
Buena Vista High School English teacher. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property
is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any
criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This house has diminished historic integrity due to numerous window alterations. The front porch has also been
altered and a picture window installed (date unknown). The application of stucco (date unknown) is also a likely
alteration but may be historic now.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3438-01 to -11

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 213 S. Colorado Avenue. SOURCE:
Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena
Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3438, 213 S. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3439

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108411077

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Schutz House

6. Current Building Name:
Johnson Property

7. Building Address:

219 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Johnson, Kent J & Ann, PO Box 360, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402084

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4299762
Year:

2019

10-11

Map Scale:
Block(s): 11
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 50.5
16. Stories:

X Width

36.5

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Log
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney. Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
The 1,458-square-foot, one-story, cross-gable roof house faces west toward S. Colorado Avenue. The house has a
concrete foundation, and there are two-part basement windows on the front. The house has log walls; the logs
overlap and slightly project at the corners (no notching). The roof has widely overhanging boxed eaves and is clad
with asphalt composition shingles.
The front (west) features an off-center projecting entrance facing a concrete stoop and steps. The front of the
entrance contains an off-center paneled wood door with a narrow rectangular light; there is a storm door. The side
walls of the entrance projection are unfenestrated. North of the entrance is a wide one-over-one-light window
(material unknown); to the south is a three-part window (one-over-one-lights flanking a plate glass center). The gable
apex contains a louvered vent.
The south wall displays two projecting gable roof wings. The wing to the west has a full-height stucco chimney on tis
south wall. Its east wall holds a wide one-over-one-light window. The inset area between the two wings contains a
picture window. The east wing gable has a narrow one-over-one light window on its west and east walls and a center
single-light window on its south wall. The wall steps in and holds a one-over-one-light window at its east end. The
rear (east) wall is difficult to see, but appears to contain a pedestrian entrance flanked by a one-over-one-light
window to the south and to the north a small square window and possibly a larger three-part window. The north wall
is obscured by vegetation.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements/Rustic

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level .2-acre parcel is located at the northeast corner of S. Colorado Avenue and Evans Street; Church Street
borders the property on the east. A house stands toward the west end of the parcel and a garage and two sheds at
the east end. The house faces west toward S. Colorado Avenue and the front and rear yards are enclosed by a
vertical board fence in front of a chain link fence; the southwest corner of the fence is beveled. There are no public
sidewalks along either street, and the area between the fence and the paved street is in gravel for parking. A gravel
off-street parking area lies next to the rear yard off Gold Street. The front and rear yards appear are in grass. The
garage has a concrete apron and asphalt paved connector to Gold Street.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1991, assessor). The one-story, side-gable roof, 952-square-foot garage has three single-car bays and
faces south toward Gold Street. The roof has overhanging eaves and is clad with asphalt composition shingles; there
are two skylights on the south roof slope. The walls resemble drop siding but are likely panels; there are
cornerboards. The garage bays contain overhead, sectional, metal garage doors; the upper section is glazed. The
west wall contains an off-center pedestrian door to the south and a two-part window to the east. The east wall is
unfenestrated but has a louvered vent at the gable apex. The north wall is difficult to see but appears to contain two
windows. Alterations: The garage doors have been replaced since 2012.
3. Shed (nonhistoric, pre-2012, Google Street View). This is the southern shed that stands east of the garage
adjacent to Church Street. It is likely prefabricated. Larger than the shed to the north, this one-story, south-facing
building has a front gambrel roof with close eaves. The roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles. The walls are
clad with wood panels scored to resemble vertical boards. The double doors on the south wall are made of the same
material. The remaining walls are unfenestrated. Alterations: None apparent.
4. Shed (nonhistoric, pre-2012, Google Street View). The north shed is smaller and also faces south. It is likely
prefabricated. The one-story, front gambrel-roof building features walls clad with wood panels scored to resemble
vertical boards. The roof is clad with asphalt composition shingles and has close eaves. The south wall contains a
center, flush wood door with a diamond-shaped light. The remaining walls are unfenestrated. Alterations: The door
appears to be a replacement.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1954

Source of Information: Chafee County Assessor

Actual

Resource Number:
26. Architect:
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Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Schutz, Carl A. and Evelyn Mae
Source of Information: Construction date and ownership deeds

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old assessor appraisal card shows that the front door has been replaced. A picture window once held the place
now occupied by the three-part window on the façade. There appear to be other window replacements. The fence
around the front yard was added after 2012.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. This parcel is
vacant on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map. The assessor database and an old appraisal card both report a
1954 year of construction, which appears to be correct.
Earlier owners of this parcel included L.H. Randall, who acquired the lots by a Treasurer's Deed in 1933 and
immediately sold it to Ed Haley. Haley sold it to Carl A. and Evelyn Mae Schutz in 1952. The Schutzes likely erected
this house in 1954. Carl Albert Schutz was born in 1909 in Elbert County, Colorado (his father was a native of
Germany, while his mother was born in Odessa, Russia). By 1930 Carl lived with his widowed mother and siblings in
Denver, where he worked as a shipping clerk for a dry goods store. He married Evelyn in the early 1930s and by
1935 worked as a driver for the Producers Pure Milk Company in Denver. In 1940 the couple lived in Denver, where
Mr. Schutz worked for the Denver Dry Goods Company (a department store).
The Schutzes appear to have relocated to Buena Vista after constructing this house in 1954. In 1957 Mr. Schutz
served as a lieutenant of guards at the State Reformatory. During a riot that year, he shot and killed an inmate who
had attacked another guard with a table leg during a riot at the facility. The Schutzes were listed at this address in the
1976 city directory. The property remained in the Schutz family until 1989, when Kent J. and Ann Johnson acquired it
from Carl Schutz. Mr. Schutz died in Denver in 1994. Kent J. Johnson and Ann Conner married in 1973 in Colorado
Springs. The Johnsons continue to own the property.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Greeley Tribune, October 4,
1957 (Schutz and Reformatory riot).

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
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E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This dwelling is a Buena Vista example of 1950s log house construction, a popular building form in Colorado
mountain communities in the post-world War II period. State Reformatory guard Carl A. Schutz and his wife Evelyn
erected the house in 1954 and lived here through at least the 1970s. Given the alterations discussed below in Item
43 and a lack of sufficient architectural or historical significance, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate
for National or State Register listing. However, the property is assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark
under criterion A, exemplifying specific elements of an architectural style or period (a Rustic postwar log house).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house appears to retain moderate integrity, with the primary changes being door and window replacements. The
setting has been impacted by the installation of a vertical wood and chain link fence around the front yard.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3439-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3440

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108432079

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Montross/Cooley House, Tomlin/Parsons
Property
6. Current Building Name:
Brown Property

7. Building Address:

301 S. Colorado Avenue

8. Owner Name and Address: Brown, Dorothy J., 605 NW 40th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73118

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
SE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402094

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): 32
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4299728

1-5 (NEly 69')

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 43

78 W

X Width

31

1 1/2, 2

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Balcony. Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,424-square-foot building consists of a ca. 1883 one-and-a-half-story cross-gabled portion to the west and a
2015 two-story gabled roof addition to the east. The house has a concrete foundation and walls clad with horizontal
lap siding with cornerboards (replacement). Gable faces are clad with the same materials and feature brackets at the
corners. All windows are vinyl replacements--tall, faux four-over-four-light--unless otherwise noted. The roof has
overhanging boxed eaves and is clad with standing seam metal roofing.
The front contains a small, one-story, hipped roof porch at the northwest corner. It features one chamfered
standalone post, two engaged posts, decorative brackets, and a concrete deck. The east wall facing the porch holds
a window. The enclosed entrance bay to the south contains a paneled wood door, with a wood screen door and a
transom facing the porch; its west wall contains a window. To the south is a gabled wing with two windows on the first
story and one in the gable face.
The north wall of the older gabled wing of the house contains one center window on the first story with a shorter faux
four-over-four light window to the east; the gable face holds a faux four-over-four-light window. The east addition
starts at the ridge of the older part of the house. Its north wall contains one off-center faux four-over-four light window
on the first story and on the second story (from west to east) a short faux four-over-four-light window, and two faux,
short six-over-six-light windows.
The east (rear) wall features a full-width wood deck with balustrade on the second story with wide wood stairs
descending to the ground on the south. Double doors open onto the deck. The first story appears to hold a center
window. The south wall displays a single window toward its east end. Near the west end is a hipped roof, rectangular,
bay window; its face holds paired faux six-over-six-light windows and its sides each contains a single, narrow, faux
six-over-six-light window.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
The 0.2-acre corner lot is located at the southeast corner of S. Colorado Avenue and Gold Street. The house is
positioned in the northwest area of the parcel and a garage is at the northeast corner. There is no public sidewalk
along either street. The front yard to the west and south is landscaped in a system of gravel paths and planting beds
with shrubs and other plants and features two small trees at the northwest and southwest corners. A wood picket
fence encloses the front yard, extending along the south property line and along Gold Street by the house. A gravel
driveway from Gold Street leads to a concrete parking pad between the garage and house. The rear yard is in grass
and holds at least two large trees. A vertical board fence stands along the east property line.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1950, assessor). The 400-square-foot garage stands at the northeast corner of the parcel facing Gold
Street. The one-story, front gable roof, frame garage has a concrete foundation and wood lap siding walls with
cornerboards. The building has standing seam metal roofing and overhanging boxed eaves. The front (north)
contains an off-center, sliding, vertical board garage door mounted on a overhead metal track. The west wall holds
paired one-over-one-light wood windows at its center. The east wall is unfenestrated and the south wall is not visible
from the public right-of-way. Alterations: The present roofing was added at an unknown date.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1883

Actual

Source of Information: Richard Weeks lien against Martha Montross, Nov. 24, 1883
26. Architect:

Richard Weeks

Source of Information: Richard Weeks lien against Martha Montross, Nov. 24, 1883
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Martha Montross
Ownership records, 1883

Source of Information:
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29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The two-story wing to the east with wood balcony and stairs to the south was added in 2015, according to the
assessor. All windows (originally two-over-two-light wood windows) have been replaced. The wall cladding also
appears to have been replaced with a like material (courses extend between old and new sections on the north wall
without breaks). The roofing is now metal.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This street originally was named Market Street; it became Colorado Avenue between 1902 and 1908. The 1965 year
of construction provided by the Assessor is not correct. The area is not covered by Sanborn fire insurance maps. An
old appraisal card supplied an 1889 year built, but the house dates to 1883. Martha Montross bought Lots 2 and 3 of
this parcel from the Buena Vista Land Company in 1883, and she received Lot 1 from Charles A. Montross the same
year. Martha Montross had this house erected in 1883.
Montross. Martha F. Washburn was born in New York in 1827 and married Charles A. Montross in New York City in
1843. Mr. Montross was born in Westchester County, New York, in 1818 and by 1850 was working as a clerk in
Columbus, Ohio. The family moved farther west to Illinois in the early- to mid-1850s. The 1860 census found
Montross working as a railroad conductor in Marion, Illinois. During the Civil War, he fought for the Union as the
sutler with the 22nd Regiment of the Illinois Infantry. After the war, he operated a lumber yard in Effingham, Illinois.
By 1880 the Montrosses were living in Chaffee County, where Charles immediately gained election as a county
commissioner and ran a grocery store in Buena Vista. In August 1883, the Buena Vista Democrat reported that Mrs.
Montross "has about completed a handsome residence on Market street [later Colorado Avenue]."
Local architect Richard Weeks designed the building. This conclusion is based on a lien filed against the property by
Weeks in November 1883. He claimed labor and materials for constructing the building amounting to $1,106 and
seeking the balance of $63.10. The lien was released in January 1884. Other Weeks' designs in Buena Vista include
the National Register-listed William and Anna Fay House, 201 S. Colorado Avenue (5CF.2855) and the Weeks'
family home at 111 Tabor Street (5CF.2871). He also prepared plans for the 1881 National Register-listed Nathrop
School (5CF.148) farther south in Chaffee County. Weeks, born in 1833 in Prince Edward Island, Canada,
immigrated to the United States in 1880 and appeared in the census of Buena Vista in that year, which listed him as
an architect. An 1883 advertisement in the Buena Vista Democrat announced, “R. Weeks & Co., Architects and
Builders are prepared to furnish plans, designs and specifications at reasonable rates and will contract for buildings
and furnish all materials.” His wife and children moved to Colorado, but resided in Denver where son William Henry
Weeks graduated from the Brinker Collegiate Institute in 1885. In that year the family relocated to Wichita, Kansas,
then to Tacoma, Washington, and to Watsonville, California in about 1894. Richard Weeks passed away in 1910.
Charles Montross did not win a second term as county commissioner, and his grocery reportedly was not successful.
In 1887 this house was rented to Eli Bettis, the Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder. By 1888 Montross was working
as a conductor for the Denver & South Park Railroad; he also sold insurance. Martha F. Montross died on September
14, 1894. Charles A. Montross became owner and transferred the property to Charles A. Montross, Jr. in 1894. The
elder Montross was living with one of his daughters in Kansas City by 1900 and died there in 1901.
Charles A. Montross, Jr. was born in Ohio in 1851. The 1870 census showed him working for his father at a lumber
yard in Effingham, Illinois. The younger Montross relocated to Colorado and married Mattie A. DeFrance of Golden in
1874. In 1880 the couple came to Alma in Park County, where Charles served as the agent and assayer for the
Boston and Company smelter. Mattie suddenly died in 1882, leaving Charles and daughter, Nellie. It is unclear if
Montross lived in this house. The house was rented out in 1897 to a Mr. Denman who operated the Cristo Boarding
house in Buena Vista. Charles resided in Denver in 1900 and by 1920 had moved to Pacific Grove, California.
Cooley. In 1922 Ernestine Cooley acquired the property from Montross and it remained in her family for close to forty
years. Born Ernestine S. Stevens in Wisconsin in 1855, she married Lewis E. Cooley in 1876. He was born in Ohio in
1851. They lived with their daughter, Edna, in Wisconsin in 1880, but had moved to Nebraska by 1885 (where they
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farmed). Lewis (who died in 1936) was no longer listed with Ernestine when she lived in Oklahoma in 1900 and
Buena Vista in 1910 and 1920 (her marital status is shown as widowed in 1920). Mrs. Cooley died in 1939 and the
property passed to her granddaughter, Ernestine (Haley) Tomlin, the wife of Glen K. Tomlin. Ernestine (1902-95) was
born in Oklahoma and married Glen (1898-1964), a Colorado native, in Buena Vista in 1930. They are listed with two
sons in Buena Vista in the 1940 census, living on Colorado Avenue (likely in this house). Mr. Tomlin then worked as
a novelty advertising salesman. The Tomlins appear to have relocated to California and sold the property to John
Schultz in 1941. In 1944, however, Schultz transferred the property back to Ernestine Tomlin, then living in Long
Beach, California. Tomlin continued as owner through 1962, perhaps renting out the property.
Parsons. Gerald P. and Madelyn L. Parsons acquired the property in 1962 and are listed at this address in the 1976
city directory. Charles was born in Colorado in 1929, the child of a farming family in Bent County. His family lived at
Cotopaxi in Fremont County in 1940, where his father raised livestock. Madelyn was born in 1940. She is listed at this
address in 1984. Mr. Parsons died in 1986, and in 1995 Madelyn married Howard O. Murray. In 1996 Ms. Murray
sold the property to the Red Edge Corporation. That business owned the property until 2011, when Dorothy J. Brown
acquired it. Ms. Brown, the current owner, lives in Oklahoma City.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Colorado Historic Newspaper
Collection, Chaffee County newspapers; Salida Record, February 15, 1901 (C.A. Montross, Sr. obituary); Fairplay
Flume, December 21, 1882 (Mattie A. Montross obituary); Buena Vista Democrat, August 2, 1883 (Montross house
nearly complete).

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
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has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. The house was built by Martha F. Montross
in 1883. Her husband, Charles A. Montross, was a Chaffee County Commissioner, merchant, and railroad conductor.
The couple lived here for only a few years before they started renting it out. Other longtime residents included
Ernestine Cooley and relatives (1922-41), and Gerald P. and Madelyn Parsons (1962-96). Mr. Parsons came from a
farming background. The house was designed by local architect Richard Weeks. Given the loss of historic integrity
discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing.
However, it is assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark under criteria: A, exemplifying specific elements of
an architectural style or period and B, as an example of the work of an architect who is recognized for expertise
locally (Richard Weeks).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
Based on earlier photographs, the house appears to have retained very good historic integrity until about 2012. In
2015 it received a very large two-story addition with balcony; the top of the gable roof of the addition is visible over
the north-south gabled wing of the original part of the house. The house has been reclad and historic windows
(originally two-over-two-light wood windows) replaced with vinyl faux-light windows. The roof is now standing-seam
metal. The house no longer retains historic integrity.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3440-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.
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1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the north wall of the house at 301 S. Colorado
Avenue. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files
of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.

This Google Street View image shows the front and north wall of the house at 301 S. Colorado
Avenue prior to the rear addition and other changes. The garage is to the left. SOURCE:
Google Street View, image, 2012.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3440, 301 S. Colorado Avenue, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3441

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327109323010

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Rouhier Property, Luoma/Foreman House

6. Current Building Name:
Aesthetic Acres LLC Property

7. Building Address:

637 E. Main Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Aesthetic Acres LLC, 11305 Tomichi Dr, Franktown, CO 80116

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NW 1/4
13

14 S
SW 1/4

of Section

Easting 402397

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W

Range
9

Northing 4300037
Year:

2019

14-16

Map Scale:
Block(s): 23
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 37.5
X Width
16. Stories:

29.5

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Vertical Siding
Stone
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Chimney.
21. General Architectural Description:
The one-story, front gable roof, 1,106-square-foot, frame dwelling faces east onto S. Evans Street but is addressed
onto E. Main Street. The house is composed of a gable roof section to the south with a full-width shed roof addition to
the north. The walls of the gable roof section are clad with board-and-batten; gable faces are clad with wide, coursed
singles. The shed roof component has wany-edged horizontal siding on its east and west walls and the upper part of
the north wall; the north wall is clad with stone veneer below sill level (mostly rounded stones). A massive, full-height
stone chimney (composed of similar stones) stands at the east end of the north wall. The house has a concrete
foundation, clad on the south, east, and part of the west with stones. The roof is clad with asphalt rolled roofing and
has overhanging boxed eaves.
The east wall now holds the entrance, with the shed roof section to the north containing an off-center, nine-light
paneled wood door with a wood screen door. Farther south (in the gabled roof section) the front contains a single
light window, followed by paired single-light casement windows. The south wall holds one two-part window near the
west end. The west wall displays a two-over-two-light wood window at the north end of the gabled part and an offcenter one-over-one-light window in the shed roof part. The north wall contains two wide one-over-one-light windows
west of the chimney.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Modern Movement

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
The level 0.22-acre parcel is located at the southwest corner of E. Main Street and S. Evans Street; there are no
public sidewalks along either street. The house and garage are set far back from Main Street near a gravel alley. A Ushaped gravel driveway provides access from E. Main Street with an additional short section of driveway extending
toward the east wall of the house parallel to Evans Street. The interior of the U-shape holds some boulders to the
south and two groups of small trees along Main Street. A small tree stands at the northeast corner of the parcel. A
concrete sidewalk connects the U-shaped driveway to the north wall of the house (to where an entrance once
existed), and other concrete sidewalks wrap from the north wall of the house along its east wall. A fruit tree, a
concrete outdoor seating area, a boulder, a metal flagpole, and a clothesline with T-shaped metal poles are present
between the east wall of the house and Evans Street. A low berm stands along the east side of Evans Street.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (unknown, appears historic). A one-story, front gable roof, 20' x 14' shed stands west of the house. The
walls are clad with horizontal (unlapped) boards; some cornerboards are present. The building displays overhanging
eaves and exposed rafter tails; the roof is clad with rolled asphalt roofing, with considerable areas now missing. The
front (north) holds double, off-center garage doors composed of horizontal boards with strap hinges. The remaining
walls are unfenestrated. The east and west walls show a vertical break in the wall cladding, suggesting the building
may have been extended to the north after its original construction.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1967

Actual

Source of Information: Chaffee County Assessor
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Luoma, Herbert E. and Doris E.
Source of Information: County ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
After initial construction of the south part of the house, the north part was added circa 1968-70. The south part of the
house is higher, with steps down to the lower north part. The old assessor appraisal card shows an entrance on the
north wall west of the chimney. It is no longer present, and the entrance has been re-oriented to the east wall. These
changes were made after the 1980s (based on an old appraisal card photograph) and prior to 2018 based on Google
Street View images.
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Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
This area is not covered by Sanborn fire insurance maps. The current assessor database and an old appraisal card
both supply a 1967 year of construction, which appears to be correct. In 1967 Gordon L. Norby of Red Lake,
Minnesota, sold the property to Herbert E. and Doris E. Luoma, who apparently erected the rear (south) part of the
dwelling that year. Herbert (ca. 1930-1997) was born in Colorado about 1930; in 1940 he lived with his parents and
six siblings in Lake County , where his father worked as a miner. In 1951 he married Doris E. Kightlinger in Denver.
Doris (1929-2005) was born and raised in Denver Colorado. She worked as a telephone operator.
Rouhier. In 1968 Herbert and Doris Luoma transferred the property to Frank L. Luoma (possibly Herbert's younger
brother). He then sold the property the same year to Kermit and Freda M. Rouhier. The Rouhiers added the lower,
north part of the house, including the kitchen, fireplace/chimney, and dining room. Longtime owner James Foreman
explained that Routhier had retired to Buena Vista from Indiana. He believes Routhier expanded the house to add to
its value and generate revenue. Foreman noted that Routhier erected apartments in the north end of town and
engaged in various building projects.
Foreman. James A. and Linda G. Foreman became owners in 1970, raised two daughters here, and continued
ownership until 2020. James recalled that there were very few houses in this end of town at that time; the town dump
was nearby. The first member of James Foreman's family came to Chaffee County in 1879; his paternal grandfather
ran dairy and ice businesses in Buena Vista. James was born in the town and graduated from Buena Vista High
School. He worked for his uncle at Foreman Sales and Service from 1958 to 2000, first pumping gas and greasing
cars and later working as a mechanic. Of his job, he remarked: “I always liked to tell people, when they asked me
what I did, that I was in the oil business.” He would later work at Miles Construction. Linda, born in Crested Butte,
Colorado, in 1941, married Foreman in 1963; she died in 2020.
The Foremans were listed at this address in the 1976 city directory. The Foremans later transferred the property to
the Foreman Living Trust. At the time of fieldwork in July 2020 the property was for sale, and in November it was sold
to Aesthetic Acres LLC of Franktown, Colorado. Mr. Foreman continues to live in Buena Vista.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Gazette (Colorado Springs),
July 20, 2005 (Doris Luoma obituary); Chaffee County Times (Buena Vista), April 16, 2016 (James Foreman profile)
and September 30, 2020 (Linda G. Foreman obituary); James Foreman, Buena Vista, Colorado, telephone interview
by Thomas H. Simmons, April 2, 2021.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.
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State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is an example of 1960s residential construction in Buena Vista. The house was constructed by Herbert
and Doris Luoma in 1967 and expanded by Kermit Routhier in 1968-70. It served as the family home of James and
Linda Foreman from 1970 to 2020. James worked at his uncle's Foreman Sales and Service (a garage) for more
than forty years. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an
unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local
landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
Changes have impacted the historic integrity of this house, including relocation of the entrance from the north wall to
the east wall and window replacements.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3441-01 to -08

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395

Resource Number: 5CF.3441
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front of the house at 637 E. Main Street prior to the
relocation of the entrance to the east wall. SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca
1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage, Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3441, 637 E. Main Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3442

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108437298

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Sindlinger Property, Vickerson/Morgan
House
6. Current Building Name:
Morgan House

7. Building Address:

406 Pinon Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Morgan, Teresa K., PO Box 992, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401947

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): 37
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4300169

3-4 and Sly 5' of vac. Alley

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Square
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 36

78 W

X Width

33

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Synthetics/Vinyl
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Cross Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
This 1,223-square-foot, one-story, cross-gable roof dwelling (Resource 1) faces south toward Pinon Street. The
house has overhanging, boxed eaves and the roof is clad with standing seam metal roofing. The walls and gable
faces are clad with nonhistoric vinyl siding. The front gable roof component contains an off-center nine-light paneled
wood door to the west and a large picture window to the east; there is an octagonal louvered vent at the gable apex.
To the west the front contains two, two-part sliding windows (replacements) of different sizes.
The west wall holds a two-part sliding window at the south end, a center window and a pedestrian entrance at the
north end. The east wall contains a small window toward the south end. The rear is not visible from the alley.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This level 0.15-acre parcel includes a house near its southern end and two sheds on the gravel alley to the north.
Fences enclose the perimeter of the parcel: a chainlink fence on a concrete base at the south edge of the front yard;
a vertical board fence along the west side and alley (north); and a woven wire fence on metal posts along the east. A
gravel parking area is present between the front fence and the street; there is no public sidewalk. A concrete
sidewalk curves from the front porch to the street and around the west wall of the house to the back yard. The front
and rear yards are in grass.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (unknown). This one-story, 12' x 8.5', front gable roof shed faces south and stands near the northeast corner
of the parcel on the alley. The walls are clad with wide, coursed, painted shingles (possibly cement asbestos). The
front (south) wall holds a center horizontal board door with a wood surround. The east and north walls contain singlelight windows; a metal pipe extends from the north wall to the roof. The west wall is not visible, as it abuts another
shed. The roof is clad with corrugated metal panels and has overhanging eaves. Alterations: Unknown.
3. Shed (unknown). A smaller, nonhistoric shed stands west of the previous shed. The front gable roof building
appears to be prefabricated and features walls and roof clad with ribbed metal panels. The east, north, and west
walls are unfenestrated. Alterations: None apparent.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1882-86

Actual

Source of Information: Birds-eye-view, 1882; Sanborn fire insurance map, 1886
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Sindlinger, Daniel C. and Carrie S.
Ownership records

Source of Information:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
No old assessor appraisal card was located for this property. This house has experienced considerable alterations,
including nonhistoric wall cladding, replacement windows (and likely changes to fenestration), and metal roofing. The
dates of these changes are not known; the house appeared as it does today in an October 2012 Google Street View
image.
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Resource Number:
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34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
Although the current assessor database and an old appraisal card reported a 1929 year of construction, this house
actually appears to have been built prior to 1886. This house does not appear to be present on the 1882 birds-eyeview map of Buena Vista but is shown on the 1886 Sanborn fire insurance map. In 1883 the Buena Vista Land
Company sold Lot 4 of this parcel to D.C. Sindlinger, who transferred it to his wife Carrie S. Sindlinger in 1884. Carrie
owned the parcel until 1890, so the Sindlingers owned the land when this house was erected.
Sindlinger. Daniel C. Sindlinger was born in Ohio in 1854 and lived in Illinois with his parents in 1870 and 1880; his
father was a clergyman born in Germany. Daniel married in 1882; Carrie was a Canadian born there in 1854. By
1883 the couple was living in Chaffee County, and the 1885 Colorado census identified him as the city clerk of Buena
Vista. By 1891, he was selling insurance. Sindlinger operated a lumber and building materials business (initially in
association with Ernest Friedenthal in 1886, on his own by 1890, and with Niles by 1902). The Sindlingers lived
elsewhere in town (1900, north side of Main Street; 1910, Colorado Avenue; and 1913-14 and 1922-23, Main Street
and San Juan). By 1930 he was widowed and living in Colorado Springs, where he died in 1936.
Interim Owners. Lot 3 of the parcel (on which the house stands) was passed to Lydia A. Guire in 1890; Lydia
transferred it to Flora P. Guire the same year. This property may have served as rental/investment property in the
1890s and 1900s, when several ownership transfers took place. Ettie H. Cantonwine became owner in 1891 and sold
it the same year to Mary L. Dixon. Dixon then transferred it Mrs. L.A. Guire. In 1900, Guire sold it to Mrs. Julia A.
Northrop. In 1902 Lucinda J.M. Fleck acquired the property from Northrup. Fleck's estate sold it to John Borrell in
1910. In 1913 Edward Kehn became the owner. In 1916 Kehn sold it to Elizabeth Vickerson.
Vickerson. Elizabeth Vickerson became the first long-term owner, holding the property until 1932. Vickerson was
born Elizabeth A. Newcomb at Hartsel, Park County, Colorado in 1873, after her family arrived there the previous
year. Her family relocated to a homestead north of Buena Vista in the late 1870s. She married John A. Vickerson
(1867-1941) in Buena Vista in 1890. He was a native of Prince Edward Island, Canada, who came to Colorado to
pursue mining at age nineteen. Daughter Charlotte Merrifield recalled that "he was a miner most of his life, going
from town to town, wherever there was a boom," including Leadville, Creede, Pitkin, and St. Elmo. The Vickersons
appear to have been in the Buena Vista area in the 1890s, and Charlotte reported the couple "kept their home in
Buena Vista, even while moving around" and that all of the children were born in the town. Margaret served as a
midwife in St. Elmo and Buena Vista. In 1900 the Vickersons lived in Pitkin, Gunnison County, where John worked as
a miner.
The 1920 census found the couple living on Pinon Street in Buena Vista (likely this house) with four children.
Charlotte reported the family was close but that times were hard and recalled walking along the railroad tracks with a
bucket to pick up coal for heating the house. By 1930 the Vickersons lived in Ashland, California, where Mr.
Vickerson was employed as a wagon driver for a water company. By 1940, the couple had returned to Buena Vista,
where they lived on Railroad Street. John died in 1941 and Elizabeth in 1960. In 1932 Elizabeth Vickerson transferred
the property to Roy Merrifield. Roy was married to the Vickersons' daughter Charlotte. He held it briefly before
transferring it to Ernest E. Anson in 1935. Anson sold to S.J. Peterson in 1939.
Morgan. Peterson's estate transferred the property to Thomas Arthur Morgan in 1941, who then passed the property
to his son, Ernest F. Morgan. The property is still owned by the Morgan family today. Thomas Arthur Morgan (born
1873 in Nathrop) worked for the Denver & Rio Grande railroad. He moved to Buena Vista in 1926, and the 1930
census showed him living on Main Street with sons Ernest and Edwin and working as railroad flagman. By 1940, the
family is listed on Pinon Street (possibly this house). Mr. Morgan did not list an occupation that year, but Ernest (born
in 1919 at Nathrop, Colorado) was employed as a messenger for Western Union Telegraph at the railroad depot,
while Edwin was a cook's helper for a road camp. Ernest served in the military during World War II. Thomas Arthur
Morgan died in 1945.
Ernest added Ruby J. (Etzler) Morgan, his wife, as a co-owner in 1972. Ernest F. Morgan is listed on Pinon Street in
the 1976 city directory; no occupation is provided. Mr. Morgan died in 1982. Following Ruby Morgan's death in 1985,
the property passed to her heirs Genevieve R. Davidson, Ernest E. Morgan, and Deborah K. Huskey. Ernest E. and
Teresa K. Morgan became owners in 1992. The property remains in the Morgan family today, with Teresa K. Morgan
shown as the owner.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
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1918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 172 and 231; Colorado State Census, 1885;
Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Buena Vista
Herald, May 2, 1891; Suzy Kelly, Buena Vista's Tales from the Past (Salida: Wolf Graphic Art, 2000), 142.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house is associated with the earliest era of Buena Vista’s development following creation of the town in 1879. It
represents features such as the scale and form of houses from that period, and its changes may reflect the
expansion of families and evolving lifestyles of its residents over time. Over nearly a century-and-a-half, this dwelling
has housed families whose members were connected in diverse ways to the development of Buena Vista and the
founding and growth of its social, civic, economic, and cultural life. As the town continues to grow, it is important to
acknowledge the increasing rarity of houses from these formative years. This early dwelling was erected by city clerk
and lumber dealer Daniel C. Sindlinger and his wife, Carrie, between 1882 and 1886. The dwelling was the home of
miner John A. and Elizabeth Vickerson from about 1916 to 1932. Western Union Telegraph messenger Ernest F.
Morgan acquired the property in 1941, and it remains in the family. Given the loss of historic integrity discussed
below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing. The
property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
No historic fabric is visible on the exterior of this house, with replacement wall cladding, windows, door, and roofing.
The dwelling no longer retains historic integrity.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
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46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3442-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395

Resource Number: 5CF.3442
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3442, 406 Pinon Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3443

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108437091

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Northrup/Fleck Property,
Williams/Poplin/Crymble House
6. Current Building Name:
Fox Property

7. Building Address:

410 Pinon Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Fox, Matthew S., PO Box 227, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NW

6th
1/4

SE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401966

Buena Vista East, Colo.

78 W
8

Northing 4300176
2019

Year:

5-7 and Sly 5' vac. alley

Map Scale:
Block(s): 37
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): L-Shaped
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 37
16. Stories:

X Width

36

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Shingle
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Asphalt/Composition

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
The one-story, asymmetrical front gable roof frame house includes 1,092 square feet of living space. There is a shed
roof extension on the west; the house is roughly L-shaped. The foundation is part stone (west part of front and south
part of west wall) and part concrete. The walls are covered with coursed, square wood shingles; there are
cornerboards. The house has overhanging eaves, and the roof is clad with asphalt composition roofing shingles.
The front (south) contains a roughly center entrance with a fifteen-light wood door with wood surround. The door
opens onto a concrete stoop with stone sides. East of the entrance are paired eight-light windows (possibly wood
casements) with a wood surround. West of the entrance are two sets of paired eight-light windows with wood
surrounds.
The west wall is unfenestrated, except the rear section, which holds two small one-over-one-light windows. The east
wall contains small, paired six-light wood windows near the front and small, paired four-light wood windows toward
the rear.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
The level 0.22-acre parcel includes a dwelling in its southern part and four outbuildings along the gravel alley to the
north: a garage in the northeast corner, two sheds in the center, and a greenhouse in the northwest corner. The front
yard is unfenced along Pinon Street; there is no sidewalk, and a gravel parking area is adjacent to the street. A
woven wire fence on wood posts extend along the east and west property lines. The front and rear yards are in
grass. The front yard contains trees flanking a concrete sidewalk extending from the front stoop, a number of shrubs
bordering the parking area, two large shrubs next to the south wall of the house and a small tree west of the house.
The rear yard is separated from the front yard by a vertical board fence (east) and a post and wood fence with woven
wire (west). The rear includes at least two large trees.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Garage (1929, assessor). The rectangular (22' x 14') garage is located on the alley. The one-story, asymmetrical
side gable roof building displays overhanging eaves with exposed rafters; the roof is clad with rolled asphalt roofing.
The west, south, and north walls are clad with drop siding with cornerboards, while the east wall includes horizontal
lap siding (lower) and rolled asphalt siding (upper, including plain and patterned like brick). The north (front) holds a
small opening with a wood door, followed by a vertical wood garage door on an overhead metal track to the west.
Near the west end of the wall is a small four-light wood window. The east and west walls are unfenestrated. The
south wall is difficult to see, but appears to hold paired windows near the west end and a paneled wood door toward
the east end.
3. Shed (unknown). The one-story shed immediately west of the garage has a shed roof, flush eaves, and walls clad
with painted asphalt rolled roofing. The east and north walls are unfenestrated. The front (south) is difficult to see but
appears to hold a door at the east end. The shed has metal roofing. Alterations: Unknown.
4. Shed (unknown). This shed is west of the previous shed and has a shed roof, flush eaves, and rolled asphalt
roofing. The east, north, and west walls are clad with vertical slab log board (bark on) and are unfenestrated. The
front (south) is not visible. Alterations: Unknown.
5. Greenhouse (unknown). This arch roof greenhouse appears to have a PVC plastic pipe frame to which plastic
sheeting is attached. The north and south ends display openings framed with wood (no doors on north; partial door
on south). Alterations: Unknown.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1902-08

Source of Information: Sanborn fire insurance maps, 1902 and 1908
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:

Actual

Resource Number:

5CF.3443

Architectural Inventory Form

Page 3 of 5

27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Fleck, Lucinda J.M.
Ownership records

Source of Information:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
An old assessor appraisal card shows that the shed portion to the east is an addition (date unknown but pre-1980s,
as that section and the shed roof addition to the west are shown in the appraisal card photograph of that era).
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
While the assessor supplied a 1929 year of construction, the house dates to between 1902 and 1908, based on
Sanborn fire insurance maps for those years. The earliest identified owner for this property was Mrs. Julia A.
Northrup, who acquired the property in 1900 from Mrs. Lydia A. Guire. In 1902 Northrup sold it to Lucinda J.M. Fleck,
who apparently erected the dwelling. Little could be found about Ms. Fleck, who was born in Ohio in 1871. The 1900
census indicated she was divorced and living in Buena Vista on Market Street, where she operated furnished rooms.
Her name appears in a number of property transactions in Chaffee County. She died sometime prior to December
1910, when her estate was settled.
Williams. A.A. MacLennan acquired the property in 1910 and passed it to Mrs. Lillie E. Williams in 1913. Williams
owned the property for about eighteen years until 1931. She was born in Wisconsin in about 1872. The 1920 census
showed her living on Pinon Street (likely this house) and working as a cook in a boarding house. With her were her
son, Lester W. Williams, who worked in a sawmill, and daughter, Veda V. Williams. The 1922-23 city directory listed
her here (on the north side of Pinon, third house east of Colorado) and identified her as a maid.
Thorndale/Poplin. Alfred Thorndale became the owner in 1931. A Swedish immigrant, Thorndale was listed in the
1922-23 Buena Vista city directory as a miner. He passed the property to his daughter, Thelma (Thorndale) Poplin
the same year. Thelma "Sally" Thorndale (1909-96) was born in St. Elmo, Chaffee County, and married Robert J.
Poplin (1902-1987) in 1928. He was born in Buena Vista, where he grew up and attended school. His family moved
to Idaho and engaged in farming. He returned to Colorado when he turned eighteen to work in gold and silver mines
at Telluride, Silverton, and other mining camps. In 1930 the couple lived in Red Cliff, Eagle County, where Mr. Popkin
was employed at a zinc mill. They relocated to Buena Vista in 1931, and the 1940 census showed the Poplins living
on Pinon Street with their two sons. Mr. Poplin was identified as a miner. The couple moved in 1941 to Rifle,
Colorado, where Mr. Poplin worked at the U.S. Vanadium Company mine. Following work in Oregon shipyards during
World War II, Mr. Poplin held jobs as a carpenter, for the City of Rifle, and for the Colorado Game and Fish
Department (1952-69).
Crymble. Mrs. Poplin held the property until 1954, when she transferred it to Ronald M. and Mary Mildred (Evans)
Crymble. The Crymbles were listed at this address in the 1976 city directory, and the property remained in the
Crymble family until 2021. Born in Colorado in 1913, Ronald grew up in Buena Vista, where his father, William J.,
was an electrician and his mother, Adele, a dressmaker/seamstress. He married Mary Mildred "Millie" Evans in 1940.
She was born in Canon City in 1918, and her family moved to Buena Vista in 1934. In 1947 Ronald became an
employee of the State Reformatory in Buena Vista. He marked twenty-five years of service in 1972. Mrs. Crymble
taught school in the Buena Vista school district. After Ronald's death in 1994, Mary M. Crymble became the sole
owner. Following Mary's death in 1999, the property passed to their children, Dean Crymble and Arla Page (and her
husband, William) in 2001. Dean Crymble and Arla Page sold the property to Matthew S. Fox in 2021.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walworth Publishing Company, 1982), 183-84; Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee
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County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Daily Sentinel (grand
Junction), September 14, 1996 (Thelma Poplin obituary) and March 8, 1987 (Robert J. Poplin obituary); Colorado
Springs Gazette-Telegraph, April 12, 1972 (Crymble State Reformatory); Mary Mildred (Evans) Crymble obituary,
Find A Grave, wwww.findagrave.com.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This house reflects working-class residential construction in Buena Vista during the first decade of the twentieth
century. The ca. 1902-08 dwelling appears to have been built during the ownership of Lucinda J.M. Fleck, who
operated furnished rooms on Colorado Avenue and was involved in many property transactions in Chaffee County.
Lillie E. Williams, a boarding house cook and maid, lived here from 1913 to 1931, followed by Thelma and Robert J.
Poplin, a miner, residents from 1931 to 1941. The long tenure here of Ronald M. and Mary Mildred (Evans) Crymble
began in 1954. He was employed by the Colorado State Reformatory, and she was a Buena Vista public school
teacher. The house is one of the less altered properties included in the 2020-21 historic buildings survey, apparently
retaining its original wood shingle wall cladding and eight-light wood casement windows. The east and west additions
date to the historic period. The rear garage also retains historic integrity of design and materials, enhancing the
potential architectural significance of the property. The building is assessed as potentially eligible to the State
Register of Historic Properties. The house is also assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark under criterion
A, exemplifying specific elements of an architectural style or period.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house appears to retain moderate integrity of materials and design, retaining original wood shingle wall cladding
of eight-light wood casement windows, and appears unchanged form the 1980s.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
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N/A

46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3443-01 to -10

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3443, 410 Pinon Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3444

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108437092

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Childress/Soshea/Fulks Property, Cain
Duplex
6. Current Building Name:
Steiner/Roth Duplex

7. Building Address:

424 Pinon Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Steiner, Dan, Roth, Anastacia, PO Box 3146, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

NE

1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 402019

Buena Vista East, Colo.

8

Northing 4300209
2019

Year:

11-16, Sly 5' vac. alley

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 75.5
X Width

25

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/Weatherboard/Horizontal Siding
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Hipped
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Map Scale:
Block(s): 37
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

16. Stories:

78 W

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence. Porch.
21. General Architectural Description:
The 1,856-square-foot, one-story, shallow hipped roof duplex faces south toward Pinon Street. The building has a
concrete foundation and walls clad with horizontal lap wood siding. The duplex displays overhanging eaves and the
roof is clad with standing seam metal roofing. The façade is symmetrical with the same fenestration for each unit. All
windows are flat-headed.
The west unit holds a center inset porch containing a door with a narrow vertical light and a one-over-one-light
window facing the porch. The porch has a concrete deck and steps. Unless otherwise noted, all windows in the west
unit are nonhistoric vinyl replacements. A projecting shed roof porch extends over the steps; it has wood lattice
balustrades and square wood posts. West of the porch is a single one-over-one-light window, followed by paired oneover-one-light windows at the west end. East of the porch are paired one-over-one-light windows.
The east unit holds a center inset porch with a door with a narrow vertical light and a single-light window facing the
porch. The porch has a concrete deck and steps. West of the porch is a single two-over-two-light window, followed
by paired two-over-two-light windows to the west. East of the porch is a single two-over-two-light window followed by
paired one-over-one-light windows (vinyl replacements) at the east end . All but the last windows are wood.
The east and west walls are unfenestrated. The rear (north) wall contains four windows for each unit. The east unit
(from east to west) holds three two-over-two-light wood windows, followed by a one-over-one-light vinyl window with
an air conditioning unit. The west unit exhibits four one-over-one-light vinyl replacement windows.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Ranch Type

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This 0.45-acre corner parcel is located at the northwest corner of Pinon Street and N. Court Avenue. A duplex
dwelling stands toward the rear (north) of the parcel, with a greenhouse to the south and two sheds to the west and
north. A concrete sidewalk extends along the front of the duplex to a gravel parking area on the east off N. Court
Avenue. The land slopes slightly downward from north to south with the yard in grass and forbs. A wood post and rail
fence encloses the east and south perimeter of the front yard. A wood picket fences separates the front yards of the
two units. A wood picket fence also stands along the south part of the west property line. The parcel holds several
trees, with a clump of evergreens at the northwest corner and more scattered evergreen and deciduous trees to the
south and southeast.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (ca. 2011-13, Google Earth). Located on the west property line, is a one-story shed composed of a taller,
gable roof part to the west and a lower, shed roof part to the east (the latter was added post-2012). Walls are clad
with oriented strand board. The south wall of the gable roof part holds an off-center door. A wood deck projects from
the south wall of the shed roof part. The building has overhanging eaves and standing seam metal roofing.
Alterations: It appears to be in the process of construction.
3. Greenhouse (post-2017, Google Earth). Located on the south property line in the southwest corner of the east
unit's front yard is this one-story, front gable roof greenhouse. The building has a metal frame holding translucent
plexiglass panels. The north wall (front) contains sliding doors and two metal louvered vents at the gable apex. The
south gable apex holds one metal louvered vent. Alterations: None apparent.
4. Shed (unknown). This small one-story shed is located between the duplex and the alley to the north. The building
faces west and has overhanging eaves with exposed rafters. The roof is clad with ribbed metal panels. The walls
displays oriented strand board cladding on the north and west and horizontal ribbed metal panels on the east; the
south wall is not visible from the public right-of-way. The west wall holds an off-center, wood, faux panel door.
Alterations: The door may be a replacement, although it may be original reflecting use of available construction
materials.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

ca. 1954-75

Source of Information: Aerial photos, 1954 and 1975

Actual
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Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Cain, Virgil A., Jr. and Faye
Source of Information: Ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
A majority of windows in the duplex have been replaced with one-over-one-light vinyl windows (dates unknown; west
front ones replaced by 2012). A projecting porch was added to the west unit (date unknown).
Date of Moves: N/A
30. Original Location: Yes

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Multiple Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): Duplex dwelling
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor provided a 1940 year of construction for this duplex, which is incorrect. The parcel
was shown as vacant on the 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map, and this building is not present on a 1954 aerial
photograph of the town. It does appear on a 1975 aerial photo, supporting construction between those dates.
Childress. The earliest land transfer located for this property was in 1945, when Chaffee County quitclaimed it to
Ernest C. Childress and his three daughters Frances Whitaker and Eula Carder of Clay County, Missouri, and Ina
Bozarth of Johnson County, Missouri. Mr. Childress (1871-1953) was born and spent his childhood in Goochland
County, Virginia. In the 1880s or 1890s, his family moved to Missouri and engaged in farming. Childress married
Lucy V. Bisbee (1877-1958) in Lawson, Missouri in 1900. The couple engaged in farming in Missouri, operating a
truck farm at Clay in 1910 and a general farm at Fishing River in 1930.
By 1940 the couple had divorced. Lucy remained in Fishing River, but Ernest relocated to Colorado. In 1949,
Childress played a role in the formation of the First Baptist Church of Buena Vista, serving as the first deacon of the
congregation. Childress died on February 7, 1953 and the property was transferred to his daughters: Frances
Whitaker and Eula Carder of Clay County, Missouri, and Ina Bozarth of Johnson County, Missouri.
Soshea/Cain/Fulks. The heirs sold it in 1953 to Robert A. and Norma J. Soshea. In 1958, the Sosheas, then of
Yavapai, Arizona, sold the property to Virgil A. Cain. The same year he sold it to Melvin L. and Melva A. Fulks. In
1963 the Fulks transferred the property to Virgil A. Cain, Jr. and Faye (Bean) Cain. Since the building was erected
sometime between 1954 and 1975, the Sosheas, Cains, or Fulks may have constructed the duplex. Cain was born in
Brinkley, Arkansas, in 1927. In 1944, at age 17, Cain joined the US Navy, serving in the South Pacific during World
War II and then in Korea. He married Faye Bean in Missouri in 1951 and relocated to Buena Vista, where he worked
as a miner, correctional officer, and operated a business. The couple divorced in 1973, and Faye Cain became the
sole owner of this property. Mr. Cain married Carolyn Bateman and relocated to Indiana, where he served with the
US Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA). In 1982 he transferred to the MSHA office in Helena, Montana,
where he retired in 1990 and died in 2014.
Faye Cain passed the property to Stephen A. Cain in 1992. Mr. Cain was a charter member of the Mountain Heights
Baptist Church of Buena Vista. Cain sold the property to Shawn L. Shake in 1995. Shake held the property until
2019, when Dan Steiner and Anastacia Roth acquired the property.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 102; Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee
County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Independent-Record
(Helena, Montana), June 8, 2014 (Virgil Cain obituary).
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VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
This property is associated with post-World War II residential construction in Buena Vista. The duplex dwelling
appears to have been constructed sometime between 1954 and 1975 by Virgil A. Cain, Jr. and his wife, Faye, after
they relocated to Buena Vista following their marriage and Mr. Cain's service in the Korean War. Mr. Cain was a
correctional officer, miner, and business operator in Buena Vista for nearly twenty years. Following the couple's
divorce, Faye became sole owner, and the property remained in the Cain family until 1995. The dwelling is a
relatively rare example of a large Ranch form duplex in Buena Vista. However, given the loss of historic integrity
discussed below in Item 43, this property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing.
However, it is assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark under criteria: A, exemplifying specific elements of
an architectural style or period and D, representing an innovation in construction, materials, or design (a rare
example of a postwar duplex in Buena Vista).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
This duplex displays moderate historic integrity. Its historic integrity has been impacted by window replacement (a
majority of the two-over-two-light wood windows have been replaced with one-over-one-light vinyl windows), and a
shed roof porch has been added to the west unit.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):

CF3444-01 to -14

Resource Number:

5CF.3444

Digital Images Filed At:

Architectural Inventory Form
Town of Buena Vista

Page 5 of 5

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3444, 424 Pinon Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista East, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3445

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108408452

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce
Association, Avery Construction Co./Avery
Structures
6. Current Building Name:
All Around Tire and Wheel

7. Building Address:

203 N. Railroad Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Antero Leasing Partners LLLP, PO Box 1238, Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SW

6th
1/4

SW 1/4

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NE 1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401844

Buena Vista East, Colo.

2019

Year:

Map Scale:
Block(s): 8
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town
13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.

16. Stories:

8

Northing 4300020

1-5, pt. vac. Chestnut St.

14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Irregular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 167

78 W

X Width

84

1, 2

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Metal
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Side Gabled
19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):

Metal

7.5'

1879
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20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
The primary building (Resource 1) now faces south onto Chestnut Street but is addressed onto Railroad Street to the
west. This one- and two-story 12,374-square-foot commercial building has an asymmetrical side gable roof, a
concrete foundation, and walls clad with ribbed metal panels, and consists of two components: a smaller, lower,
western, one-story section and a taller, larger, eastern, one- and two-story section. The south wall of the building is
about twice as tall as the north wall. The front (south wall) of the west section holds a flush metal door with a
rectangular light at the west end, followed by two, wide, two-over-one-light windows (possibly vinyl) and one wide,
twenty-light metal window. The narrow west wall of the eastern section holds a flush metal pedestrian door with a
rectangular light and a nine-light metal window. The long south wall of the eastern section contains paired, nine-light
metal windows near the west end followed by two, tall, overhead metal sectional garage doors (one section holds
four lights). Farther east is a metal, flush door with a rectangular light, followed by another garage door. The east end
of the building is two stories with two windows on each story: first story, two-part vinyl windows and second story,
three-part metal windows (fixed center light flanked by casements).
The east wall on the first story holds, from south to north: two, two-part vinyl windows; a faux-paneled pedestrian
door with a rectangular light; two, two-part vinyl windows; a flush metal door; and double flush metal doors. The
second story, toward the north end, displays a band of four, single-light metal windows. The north wall's eastern
section is unfenestrated. The wall then steps in, and the short west wall is unfenestrated. The section of wall farther
west holds a pedestrian door and a metal pipe projecting from the middle of the wall to above the eave. The north
wall of the lower west part of the building is clad with narrower corrugated metal panels and is unfenestrated. The
west wall contains an eight-light metal window to the north, an overhead, sectional, metal garage door, and a singlelight vinyl window. The eaves are slightly overhanging and the roof is clad with narrow corrugated metal roofing.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Commercial/Early Twentieth Century Commercial (Warehouse)

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This property's assessor parcel is composed of the south 0.54-acres of the town block bounded by Chestnut Street
on the south, Turner Street on the east, Pinon Street on the north, and North Railroad Street on the west. The
principal building is located to the south, with an asphalt parking area between the building and Chestnut Street.
There are no public sidewalks. A small shed and piles of tires are north of the main building. The north part of the
block (outside this parcel) is a storage lot, featuring dirt and forbs and enclosed with a chainlink fence; a few small
trees are located along the east and west edges.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Shed (ca. 2016-17; Google Earth aerials). A small (24'x13') one-story, side gable roof shed stands north of the
main building. The south-facing building has a low pitched roof. The roof and walls are clad with ribbed metal panels.
Aside from an off-center, sectional metal door on the south wall, the building is unfenestrated. Several tires are
present on the roof. Alterations: None apparent.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

late 1920s, ca. 1954-69

Actual

Source of Information: Chaffee Co. Times, July 3, 2020; aerial photos, 1954-69
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association
Source of Information: Ownership records, 1926

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
The lower west part of the building was built ca. late 1920s and originally had corrugated metal panel siding; it now
has ribbed metal panel siding on some walls, replacement windows, and changes to the fenestration on its south wall
(all present in 2012). At some unknown date it received a full-width shed addition to its north wall. The east portion of
the building is not present on a 1954 aerial photograph of the Buena Vista area but is shown on a 1969 aerial. Most
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of the first-story windows now hold vinyl replacements.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Commerce and Trade/Warehouse

32. Intermediate Use(s): Commerce and Trade
33. Current Use(s):

Commerce and Trade/Specialty Store

34. Site Type(s): Warehouse
35. Historical Background:
According to a July 2020 article in the Chaffee County Times, the west part of the current building was erected in the
late 1920s (post-1926) by the Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association (CCLA). The growing of head lettuce in
central Colorado, especially in the Buena Vista area, started in 1919 after G.D. Isabell surveyed land along the route
of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and found that the altitude, soil, and water available from irrigation was ideal for
its cultivation. Journalist Christopher Kolomitz reported in 2014 that the CCLA formed in 1921 to "receive, grade,
pack and load the produce but not sell it. Sales were handled by the American Fruit Growers, Inc." The Buena Vista
lettuce was marketed under the name "Buena Kist." Wood lettuce crates reportedly were assembled in the west part
of this building.
The CCLA bought this parcel from Benjamin Behrman in 1926. A historic photograph shows the lower, western part
of this building and an older, freestanding falsefront building (now gone) at the southwest corner of the parcel in use
by the CCLA. The 1926 Sanborn fire insurance map shows this older building present on this parcel and used by the
CCLA, as well as a large building adjacent to the railroad tracks on the west side of Railroad Street at Pinon, used
for box material storage, box building, and an ice house (now gone). According to the Chaffee County Democrat, the
latter building was completed in 1922. By that year roughly 1,500 acres of land in the Buena Vista area were raising
lettuce, and 163 carloads were shipped. Returns as high as $500 an acre were reported. In September 1922 Buena
Vista staged the first Head Lettuce Days Celebration. The event featured a barbecue, horse racing, and baseball and
eventually became the Collegiate Peaks Rodeo in the 1940s.
Kolowitz described the lettuce shipping process: "During harvest, lettuce was cut from the field and trucked to a
loading platform, where it was packed two dozen heads per crate and covered with ice. With ice filling the bunkers of
the railcars, and with renewal along the way, Colorado lettuce was arriving at Eastern destinations firm and crisp."
The CCLA was headquartered in Buena Vista and had 65 members by 1929. Suzy Kelly reported that the west
section of this building was used "to store shipping crates, labels, and other supplies for the association."
Morrison/Avery. Head lettuce raising faded in the 1940s, and the Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association ceased
operations, eventually losing the property when the organization failed to pay taxes. In 1954 Glen Morrison secured
the property by means of a Treasurer's Deed. Morrison sold the property to Irving W. Avery in 1957. Avery was born
in Wigwam, Colorado, in 1911 and grew up in the Fountain/Widefield area of El Paso County). He married Jean
Ventres in Colorado Springs, and the couple first resided near Brush before relocating to the Buena Vista area. Avery
worked for Loudermilk Construction in Buena Vista, then began a sawmill operation on E. Main Street and (with his
brother) started Eveready Freight Service, a trucking and propane gas company. Avery established the Irving W.
Avery Construction Company in 1955 and engaged in road building in Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico. He also
ran a coal mine near Walden and took part in oil and gas drilling in Texas. Avery died in 2008 at age ninety-six.
Based on aerial photographs, Morrison or (more likely) Avery erected the large east section of the building sometime
between 1954 and 1969. Suzy Kelly reported that the false front building on the corner of the parcel was moved to
the Baptist Church at 608 S. San Juan. Avery brought a judicial action in 1967 to quiet title to the property. The 1976
city directory listed Avery Construction Company and Avery Structures at this address. In 1978 Avery transferred the
property to the Avery Construction Company; it then passed it back to him in 1982.
Later Owners. In 1987 Avery sold the property to V. Paul Moltz. Several transactions occurred in the late 1980s1990s: Krow Construction Company (1988); ASI RCC, Inc. (1989); V. Paul Moltz (1991); and Ronald W. Southard
(1991). Southard sold the property to the current owner, Antero Leasing Partners LLLP, in 2003. The building now
houses All Around Tire and Wheel, a retail tire business.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
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1918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982); Colorado State Census, 1885; Chaffee County
Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Christopher Kolomitz, "The
Lettuce Harvest that Once Was," Colorado Central Magazine, June 1, 2014, https://coloradocentralmagazine.com;
Suzy Kelly, "All Around Tire Building Housed Growers Group, Blacksmith Shop," Chaffee County Times (Buena
Vista), July 3, 2020; Greeley Tribune-Republican, November 12, 1929, 9; Chaffee County Democrat (Buena Vista),
April 21, 1922; Suzy Kelly, "Lettuce Crop Once Flourished in Valley," Historic Chaffee County (Salida and Buena
Vista, Colorado: Mountain Mail and Chaffee County Times, 2010), 41; Chaffee County Times, February 27, 2008
(Avery obituary).

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

40. Period(s) of Significance:

41. Level(s) of Significance:

--

--

42. Statement of Significance:
The western part of this building was built by the Colorado Co-Operative Lettuce Association and played a role the
growing, processing, and shipment of head lettuce in Chaffee County in the 1920s-1940s. Buena Vista lettuce was a
major crop shipped from the area, and the CCLA played a pivotal role in the industry. Since the end of the lettuce
era, a building on the corner was moved and this building received a very large east addition, as well as receiving
other alterations as described below. The building was associated with Irving W. Avery and construction endeavors
from the late 1950s to the late 1980s. The building no longer reflects its association with the lettuce era due to the
alterations enumerated in Item 43 and is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for National or State Register listing.
However, the building is assessed as potentially eligible as a local landmark under criterion I, exemplifying the
cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the community (for its association with the head lettuce industry).
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The lower west portion comprised the original section of the building, with the large east part added between 1954
and 1969. The south and west walls of the west section have been reclad in recent years and the building displays
replacement windows, doors, and (likely) garage doors.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
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This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3445-01 to -10

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This undated photograph (view northeast) shows the west part of the current building to the left and a frame
false front building to the left (later moved) at 203 N. Railroad Street. SOURCE: Chaffee County Times, July 3,
2020.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3445, 203 N. Railroad Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3446

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108449253

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Behrman/Nielsen/Barr Property,
Fink/Hankins House
6. Current Building Name:
Hankins Property

7. Building Address:

241 Tabor Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Hankins, Thomas N., Hankins, Frankie Lee, and Hankins, Charles B., PO Box 75,
Buena Vista, CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
NE

6th
1/4

SE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NW 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401706

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Northing 4300085
Year:

2019

24-25, 26 (part)

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 20
X Width

20

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Concrete/Concrete Block
Brick
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled

Map Scale:
Block(s): 49
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

16. Stories:

78 W
8

7.5'

1879
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19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):
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Metal

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
The principal building on the property (for survey purposes) is a small (20' x 20') masonry building located east of a
single-wide mobile home. It appears to be a dwelling, but the assessor describes it as a shed. The dwelling faces
west toward Tabor Street and is set back from the street. The front gable roof house has walls composed of
cinderblocks and long, narrow masonry blocks painted white. The gable faces are clad with vertical boards. The
house has overhanging eaves and formed seam metal roofing.
The front (west) contains a paneled wood door to the north and a large four-part window to the south with a
decorative scalloped surround. All windows are flat-headed and have the same type of surround. The south wall
contains a single four-light wood window near the west end and paired four-light wood windows near the east end.
The rear (east) and north walls each hold a center four-light wood window.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
The 0.17-acre parcel contains a single-wide mobile home near the northwest corner, a small masonry dwelling to the
east, and an open carport near the southwest corner. The parcel is enclosed with a chain link fence on all sides
except the north, which is unfenced. A dirt driveway leads to the carport from Tabor Street. The yard is mostly in
grass and holds numerous trees, including several evergreens--between the mobile home and Tabor Street, standing
southeast of the carport, and along the south end of the rear property line. There is a large wood pile east of the
masonry building. A metal clothesline stands along the south property line toward the rear of the property.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
2. Mobile Home (1966). The one-story, single-wide trailer is positioned with its long axis north-south. It has a flat roof
and vertical, ribbed metal wall cladding. A frame addition projects from the center of the west wall; it has a flat roof
and is clad with wide horizontal boards. The entrance to the dwelling is on the south wall of the addition, where a
sliding glass door opens onto a stoop. The west wall of the addition contains a two-part metal window, while the north
wall is unfenestrated and has a projecting metal pipe.
The west wall of the mobile home has one-over-one metal windows with decorative shutters at each end (flanking the
frame addition). The north and south walls of the mobile home contain one-over-one-light metal windows with
decorative shutters. The rear (east) wall holds a three-part metal window near the center with decorative shutters and
a narrow horizontal window to the north. The mobile home has vertical wood skirting. Alterations: There is a large
frame addition to the west.

3. Carport (unknown). This one-story, rectangular (23' x 10') open carport is accessed from Tabor Street to the west.
The building has square wood supports with some diagonal bracing. The shed roof is widely overhanging and has
exposed rafters. The roof is clad with seamed metal panels, which are also used as cladding on the upper part of the
walls. Alterations: None apparent.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

pre-1954

Actual

Source of Information: Sanborn fire ins. maps, 1908 and 1926; aerial photo, 1954
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
28. Original Owner:

Unknown

Source of Information:
29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
There is no old assessor appraisal card for this property. The 1908 and 1926 Sanborn fire insurance maps do not
show any buildings on this parcel. The front and north walls of the house appear to be unchanged since 2003, based
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Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
The Chaffee County Assessor reported a 1966 year of manufacture for the single-wide mobile home on the property
but did not provide a year-built for the backlot building. That building to the east or rear (Resource 1) was not present
in 1908 (and likely not present in 1926), based on the Sanborn fire insurance maps for those years but is shown on a
1954 aerial photograph covering Buena Vista. The original function of the building is unknown.
Gabathuler/Behrman. This property shares much of its ownership history with 243 Tabor Street to the north. John U.
Gabathuler owned this property in 1905, when he sold it to A.F. Behrman. Born in Germany in 1857, Mr. Behrman
came to the US in 1856 and lived with his parents in Minnesota in 1860. He married Thea Torgersen in Pierce,
Minnesota, in 1880. She was a native of Norway, born there in 1852. The family likely lived in Buena Vista by 1882,
where their oldest son, Frank, was born. The 1885 Colorado census showed the Behrmans in Buena Vista, where
Mr. Behrman operated a blacksmith shop. August F. and Thea (Jahr) Behrman were listed on Lake Street in Buena
Vista in the 1900 census but appeared on Tabor Street (no street number given) in the 1910 census. Local historians
Shaputis and Kelly report that Behrman’s blacksmith shop was on Tabor Street and that he “made wagons; shod
horses, mules, oxen; and was always a busy man.” The 1920 census showed the Behrmans still living on Tabor
Street, with Mr. Behrman continuing in the blacksmith trade. Also living on Tabor Street were their son, Frank H. and
his wife, Bessie, in a separate household. Frank (1882-1948) worked as a garage mechanic. In 1920 Augustus
transferred all of his real and personal property to his wife Thea Behrman. He died in 1922, and in 1924 Thea passed
this property "and all improvements thereon" to her son, Frank. She died in 1926.
Nielsen. In 1927 Frank Behrman transferred the property to Jean and Louise D. Nielsen. Jean Nielsen was born in
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1895 (one source says 1892). He came to this country in 1912 and became a career
military man, enlisting in the US Army in 1913. In 1919 he married Louise D. Longpre. She was born in Granite,
Colorado, in 1900; her father was French Canadian. It is not known if the Nielsens lived at this address. The 1930
and 1940 manuscript census returns showed the couple in Honolulu, Hawaii, where Mr. Nielsen served as a
Technical Sergeant in the Army.
Fink. The Nielsens sold this property to John, Sr. and Louise Fink in 1944. John Fink, Sr. was born in Yugoslavia in
1874 and came to Leadville in 1897 to work in mines and at the smelter, according to historians Shaputis and Kelly.
In 1900, he married Franciska Orazem (1880-1918), a fellow Yugoslav native. The family lived in Denver, where Mr.
Fink operated a saloon, and ranched in the Leadville area. In 1910 Mr. Fink lived in Colorado Springs and worked as
a railroad laborer (the 1913 city directory indicates this was the Colorado Midland). Following her death he married
widow Louisa (or Louise) Russ Adamich in 1919. Louisa (1893-1957) was a native of Trieste, who came to this
country about 1913. In 1920 the couple lived in Leadville, where Mr. Fink worked as wagon driver for a grocery. In the
early 1920s the Finks moved to a ranch west of Buena Vista, raising peas and hogs. The 1930 and 1940 censuses
showed the Finks engaged in farming in the Buena Vista vicinity. The Finks left ranching and moved into Buena Vista
in 1945; it seems likely they lived at this address. The couple briefly operated a gas station and then purchased
Sheldahl’s Clothing Store, which they renamed the Everybody’s Store. Louisa worked in the store until her death in
1957. John died in Buena Vista in 1969.
Barr/Hankins. In 1952 the Finks sold the property to Elmer C. and Lois Barr, but it is not known if they lived here.
Elmer Barr (1910-77) was a Texas native who served in US Navy submarines. The 1930 census listed him at a base
in the Panama Canal Zone. He married Lois E. Corthon in 1932 in Jefferson County; she was born in New Mexico in
1911. In 1935 the couple lived in rural Pitkin County. By 1940 the Barrs were farming in the Buena Vista area. Both
Barrs died in Buena Vista, Mr. Barr in 1977 and Mrs. Barr in 1986.
In 1968 Frankie Lee (Barr) Hankins acquired the property. She was the Barr’s daughter, born in Colorado about
1935. She married Robert D. Hankins in Taos, New Mexico, in 1953. Mr. Hankins (1933-76) was born in Delta,
Colorado, and graduated from Buena Vista High school in 1951. After service in the US Marine Corps during the
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Korean War, Hankins worked in tunnel construction (six years), at the Climax mining operation (one year) and
correctional trades foreman at the State Reformatory (fourteen years). Mr. Hankins died in 1976, when the family
was shown living on Tabor Street (no number provided). The present owners include Frankie Lee Hankins, Thomas
N. Hankins, and Charles B. Hankins. The trio also owns 243 Tabor Street to the north.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); June Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 172-73 and 196-97; Colorado State Census,
1885; Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Robert
Dean Hankins obituary, Chaffee County Times, 1976, reproduced on Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
40. Period(s) of Significance:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

--

41. Level(s) of Significance:
--

42. Statement of Significance:
This building was probably built between 1926 and 1954. The property was owned by several families in the early
twentieth century, including those of blacksmith Augustus F. Behrman and his wife Thea (1905-27); career Army
man Jean Nielsen and his wife Louise D. (1927-44); John, Sr. and Louisa Fink, ranchers and town merchants (194452); farmers Elmer C. and Lois Barr; and the Barr's daughter, Frankie Lee and Robert D. Hankins (a longtime State
Reformatory employee). The Nielsens or Finks likely erected the building. Both had cultural ties to other countries:
Jena Nielsen to Denmark and John Fink, Sr. to Yugoslavia. This property is evaluated as an unlikely candidate for
National or State Register listing as it does not appear to possess sufficient historical or architectural significance.
The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The building appears to retain historic integrity to at least 2003. The earlier appearance of the house is unknown.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
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and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3446-01 to -07

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal photograph shows the front and part of the north wall of the house at 241 Tabor Street.
SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, June 17, 2003, in the files of Chaffee County
assessor, Salida, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3446, 241 Tabor Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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Date

Initials ___________________

________

Determined Eligible-NR

________
________

Determined Not Eligible-NR
Determined Eligible-SR

________

Determined Not Eligible-SR

________

Need Data

________

Contributes to Eligible NR District

________

Noncontributing to Eligible NR District

I. IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource Number:

5CF.3447

2. Temporary Resource Number: N/A
327108449254

Parcel Number:

SHF/CLG Grant Number: 2020-M1-015
3. County: Chaffee
4. City: Buena Vista
5. Historic Building Name:
Behrman/Nielsen/Hankins Property,
Fink/Barr House
6. Current Building Name:
Hankins Property

7. Building Address:

243 Tabor Street

8. Owner Name and Address: Hankins, Thomas N. & Frankie Lee, Hankins, Charles B., PO Box 75, Buena Vista,
CO 81211

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.
SE

6th
1/4

SE

10. UTM Reference(s): Zon
11. USGS Quad Name:
12. Lot (s):

Township
NW 1/4

1/4
13

14 S
SE

Range
1/4

of Section

Easting 401687

Buena Vista East, Colo.

Northing 4300091
Year:

2019

26 (E 1/2), 27

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
Boundary includes the building and the parcel on which it is located.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
NOTE: For complexes, Items 14 through 22 apply only to Resource 1.
14. Building Plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular
15. Dimensions in Feet: Length 35
X Width

28.5

1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s) (enter no more than two):
Wood/T1-11 Siding
Stone
18. Roof Configuration (enter no more than one):
Gabled/Front Gabled

Map Scale:
Block(s): 49
Year of Addition:

Addition: Buena Vista Original Town

16. Stories:

78 W
8

7.5'

1879
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19. Primary External Roof Material (enter no more than one):
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Metal

20. Special Features (enter all that apply):
Fence.
21. General Architectural Description:
The 998-square-foot, one-story, front gable roof dwelling faces south and features a one-story, full-width, shed roof
projection on the north. The walls are clad with uncoursed stone veneer below sill level and T1-11 type panels above
sill level. Gable faces are also clad with the latter material. The house has overhanging boxed eaves and standing
seam metal roofing.
The front holds an off-center door at its west end with an upper octagonal multi-light panel. There are two tall
windows east of the door with stone sills. All windows are flat-headed. The west wall (along Tabor Street) (from south
to north) contains a large two-part metal sliding window, followed by two sets of paired wood four-light windows. The
north wall displays two six-light windows. The rear (east) from north to south contains a full-height metal pipe and a
four-light wood window (on the east wall of the shed projection), followed by paired eight-light wood windows, a small
metal two-part window, and large two-part wood window, and an entrance at the south end.
22. Architectural Style/Building Type:

No Style

23. Landscaping or Special Setting Features:
This 0.1 acre-parcel is located at the southeast corner of Tabor Street and East Sterling Avenue. The house is
situated at the northwest corner of the property, with a chain link fence enclosing all sides of the yard except the
south, which is unfenced. The property holds at least eight trees, including a large evergreen at the northwest corner
a fruit tree near the southeast corner of the houses, and evergreens and a honey locust tree in the backyard. Several
shrubs and small trees lie between the house and the street to the north, obscuring that side of the house. The rear
yard holds a large boulder and an outdoor seating area with several small boulders and a religious statue toward the
east.
24. Associated Buildings, Features, or Objects:
None.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
NOTE: For complexes, Items 25 through 30 apply only to Resource 1.
25. Date of Construction: Estimate

1949/1974

Actual

Source of Information: Chaffee County Assessor
26. Architect:

Unknown

Source of Information:
27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information:
Fink, John, Sr. and Louisa
Source of Information: Ownership records

28. Original Owner:

29. Construction History (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
There is no Sanborn fire insurance map for this location. An old appraisal card reported the southern part (close to
half) of this house was added in 1974. It seems likely the T1-11 siding and stone veneer were added to the older part
of the house at that time to create a uniform appearance. The photograph on the appraisal card shows the west and
south walls the same as today. The house now has standing seam metal roofing.
30. Original Location: Yes
Date of Moves: N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

32. Intermediate Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
33. Current Use(s):

Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site Type(s): House
35. Historical Background:
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The Chaffee County Assessor database and an old appraisal card provided a 1949 year of construction for this
house, and the northern part of this dwelling is shown on a 1954 aerial photograph covering Buena Vista. Sanborn
fire insurance maps do not cover this area.
Gabathuler/Behrman. This property shares much of its ownership history with 241 Tabor Street to the north. John U.
Gabathuler owned this property in 1905, when he sold it to A.F. Behrman. Born in Germany in 1857, Mr. Behrman
came to the US in 1856 and lived with his parents in Minnesota in 1860. He married Thea Torgersen in Pierce,
Minnesota, in 1880. She was a native of Norway, born there in 1852. The family likely lived in Buena Vista by 1882,
where their oldest son, Frank, was born. The 1885 Colorado census showed the Behrmans in Buena Vista, where
Mr. Behrman operated a blacksmith shop. August F. and Thea (Jahr) Behrman were listed on Lake Street in Buena
Vista in the 1900 census but appeared on Tabor Street (no street number given) in the 1910 census. Local historians
Shaputis and Kelly report that Behrman’s blacksmith shop was on Tabor Street and that he “made wagons; shod
horses, mules, oxen; and was always a busy man.” The 1920 census showed the Behrmans still living on Tabor
Street, with Mr. Behrman continuing in the blacksmith trade. Also living on Tabor Street was their son, Frank H. and
his wife Bessie in a separate household. Frank (1882-1948) worked as a garage mechanic. In 1920 Augustus
transferred all of his real and personal property to his wife Thea Behrman. He died in 1922, and in 1924 Thea passed
this property "and all improvements thereon" to her son, Frank. She died in 1926.
Nielsen. In 1927 Frank Behrman sold the property to Jean and Louise D. Nielsen. Jean Nielsen was born in
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1895 (one source says 1892). He came to this country in 1912 and became a career
military man, enlisting in the US Army in 1913. In 1919 he married Louise D. Longpre. She was born in Granite,
Colorado, in 1900; her father was French Canadian. It is not known if the Nielsens lived at this address. The 1930
and 1940 manuscript census returns showed the couple in Honolulu, Hawaii, where Mr. Nielsen served as a
Technical Sergeant in the Army.
Fink. The Nielsens sold this property to John, Sr. and Louise Fink in 1944. John Fink Sr. was born in Yugoslavia in
1874 and came to Leadville in 1897 to work in mines and at the smelter, according to historians Shaputis and Kelly.
In 1900, he married Franciska Orazem (1880-1918), a fellow Yugoslav native. The family lived in Denver, where Mr.
Fink operated a saloon, and ranched in the Leadville area. In 1910 Mr. Fink lived in Colorado Springs and worked as
a railroad laborer (the 1913 city directory indicates this was the Colorado Midland). Following her death he married
widow Louisa (or Louise) Russ Adamich in 1919. Louisa (1893-1957) was a native of Trieste, who came to this
country about 1913. In 1920 the couple lived in Leadville, where Mr. Fink worked as wagon driver for a grocery. In the
early 1920s the Finks moved to a ranch west of Buena Vista, raising peas and hogs. The 1930 and 1940 censuses
showed the Finks engaged in farming in the Buena Vista vicinity. The Finks left ranching and moved into Buena Vista
in 1945. It seems likely they erected the house in 1949 and lived here. The couple briefly operated a gas station and
then purchased Sheldahl’s Clothing Store, which they renamed the Everybody’s Store. Louisa worked in the store
until her death in 1957. John died in Buena Vista in 1969.
Barr/Hankins. In 1952 the Finks sold the property to Elmer C. and Lois Barr, but it is not known if they lived here.
Elmer Barr (1910-77) was a Texas native who served in US Navy submarines. The 1930 census listed him at a base
in the Panama Canal Zone. He married Lois E. Corthon in 1932 in Jefferson County; she was born in New Mexico in
1911. In 1935 the couple lived in rural Pitkin County. By 1940 the Barrs were farming in the Buena Vista area. Both
Barrs died in Buena Vista, Mr. Barr in 1977 and Mrs. Barr in 1986.
In 1968 Frankie Lee (Barr) Hankins acquired the property. She was the Barr’s daughter, born in Colorado about
1935. She married Robert D. Hankins in Taos, New Mexico, in 1953. Mr. Hankins (1933-76) was born in Delta,
Colorado, and graduated from Buena Vista High School in 1951. After service in the US Marine Corps during the
Korean War, Hankins worked in tunnel construction (six years), at the Climax mining operation (one year) and
correctional trades foreman at the State Reformatory (fourteen years). Ms. Hankins returned the property to the
Barrs in 1972, and the Barrs are listed at this address in the 1976 city directory. When Elmer Barr died in 1977, he
also was identified as an operating engineer in tunnel construction. Ownership passed to Lois Barr 1979. The couple
lived at this address according to the 1976 city directory.
In 1983, Frankie Lee Hankins again became the owner of this property. Robert Hankins died in 1976. The present
owners include Frankie Lee Hankins, Thomas N. Hankins, and Charles B. Hankins. The trio also owns 241 Tabor
Street to the south.
36. Sources of Information:
Ancestry.com, U.S. Public Records Index, Volumes 1 and 2 (Provo: Utah, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010);
U.S. Census, 1880 and 1900-1940; Social Security Death Index; U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 19171918 (Provo, Utah: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2005); Jun e Shaputis and Suzanne Kelly, A History of Chaffee
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County (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 1982), 172-73 and 196-97; Colorado State Census,
1885; Chaffee County Assessor records; Sanborn fire insurance maps; Chaffee County Clerk and Recorder; Robert
Dean Hankins obituary, Chaffee County Times, 1976, reproduced on Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local Landmark Designation: No
Designating Authority: N/A

Date of Designation: N/A

Applicable State Register of Historic Properties Criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.
B. The property is connected with persons significant in history.
C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan.
D. The property has geographic importance.
E. The property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.
Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria.

State Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G, as specified:
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.

National Register Significance: Area, Period, and Level:
40. Period(s) of Significance:
39. Area(s) of Significance:
--

--

41. Level(s) of Significance:
--

42. Statement of Significance:
The property is associated with post-World War II residential construction in Buena Vista. The house dates to circa
1949 and was owned by several families in the early twentieth century, including those of blacksmith Augustus F.
Behrman and his wife Thea (1905-27); career Army man Jean Nielsen and his wife Louise D. (1927-44); John, Sr.
and Louisa Fink, ranchers and town merchants (1944-52); farmers Elmer C. and Lois Barr; and the Barr's daughter,
Frankie Lee and Robert D. Hankins, a longtime State Reformatory employee (1952-present). The Finks likely erected
the house if the date of construction is correct. The present appearance of this house dates to 1974, a time less than
fifty years from the present. For properties less than fifty years old, listing in the National Register requires a showing
of exceptional significance. That burden is not met with this property due to its 1974 addition. The State Register has
a nomination threshold of thirty years from the present, but the property does not display sufficient architectural or
historical significance for designation. The property does not appear to meet any criterion for local landmark
designation.
43. Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to Significance:
The house appears to retain historic integrity to about 1974, when it was nearly doubled in size.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44. National Register Field Eligibility Assessment: Not eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Discuss. No
This project constituted an intensive selective survey of thirty scattered properties within Buena Vista east of US 24
and did not comprehensively survey all properties on either side of E. Main Street. However, based upon the findings
for the properties surveyed, it does not appear that National or State Register district potential exists in the area.
If there is NRHP district potential, indicate contributing status: N/A
46. If the building is in an existing NRHP district, indicate contributing status: N/A
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VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47. Digital Image Reference(s):
Digital Images Filed At:

CF3447-01 to -06

Town of Buena Vista

Photographer: T.H. Simmons

48. Report Title: Buena Vista Historic Buildings Survey, 2020
49. Date(s): Sept. 2020
50. Recorder(s): R.L. Simmons/T.H. Simmons
51. Organization:

Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

52. Address: 3635 W. 46th Ave., Denver, CO 80211

53. Phone Number(s): (303) 477-7597

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating the resource's location, and photographs.

History Colorado-Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 866-3395
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Historical Figures

This assessor appraisal card photograph shows the front (left) and west wall of the house at 243 Tabor Street.
SOURCE: Chaffee County Assessor, appraisal card photograph, ca 1980s, in the files of Buena Vista Heritage,
Buena Vista, Colorado.
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Sketch Map

The map is oriented with the front of the property at the bottom. The scale bar and north arrow are in the lower right.
Building numbers are keyed to the description in the form. Assessor parcel boundaries are in yellow.
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5CF.3447, 243 Tabor Street, Buena Vista
Extract of USGS 7.5' quadrangle map: Buena Vista West, Colo.
NOTE: The crosshair indicates the location of the surveyed property.
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