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*PROJECT COMPLETE*
US 24 Buena Vista Enhancement Project Completed
New Highway Features Provide Improvements
for Motorists, Cyclists, Pedestrians

CHAFFEE COUNTY ― The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), Town of Buena Vista and
A&S Construction are pleased to announce the completion of the US 24 Buena Vista Enhancement
Project. The project along US Highway (US) 24 through the town of Buena Vista, began in August
2016 and was finalized in mid-August 2017.
“This year-long project was a huge investment for our town,” said Phillip Puckett, Buena Vista Town
Administrator. “On behalf of all our town officials, we’d like to thank the business and property

owners along US 24 as well as all our residents for working through the process and for their patience
as the work was completed. The results of this project will benefit both our residents and visitors
alike.”
The project brought several improvements to the town’s business corridor along US 24. Benefits
include dedicated driveways for easier business access along the highway; the addition of 22 parking
spots along the highway; and designated bike lanes and defined pedestrian crosswalks for an
improved multi-modal environment.

A major component of the project also incorporated the installation of a new traffic signal at the
intersection of Main Street and US 24. The new signal includes electronic signalization and detection
technology for emergency vehicles. The intersection now also includes enhanced left and right-turn
pockets.
Other upgrades related to existing infrastructure - designed to enhance safety - include the complete
resurfacing of US 24 through the town; new curbs and sidewalks; improved drainage and storm
sewers to reduce flooding along the business corridor; and street light upgrades and relocation.
A&S Construction of Cañon City was the contractor of this $11 million project, which included
$500,000 partnership funding from the Town of Buena Vista and a $2 million RAMP* access grant from
CDOT.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT:
How is the roadway different? The enhancements related to the project have changed US 24
for all modes of transit, ranging from motorists and bicyclists to pedestrians. Motorists benefit
from new, distinct turn pockets along the middle of the highway, increasing safety and
streamlining the commute for all involved. The dedicated driveways create a clearer route for
motorists to access the many restaurants and businesses along US 24.
The resurfacing treatment on the highway required some additional smoothing. Any
irregularities were ground down and may have caused a shading contrast, although the
surface now has a smoother profile in its entirety. The surface color will gradually weather to
a more consistent appearance
What kind of right of way do bicyclists have? Bicyclists now have their own defined
northbound and southbound lanes, which are marked by green paint. The addition of the bike
lanes adheres to creating a multi-modal environment for the residents of Buena Vista.
Bicyclists must abide by the same rules as motorists, including; signaling when turning,
coming to a complete stop at stop signs and stop lights, and adhering to right-of-way laws.

However, since the bike lanes are the outermost lanes of US 24, motorists must be aware and
pay close attention to the locations of all bicyclists. This is especially important when
motorists are making a right-hand turn: please use caution and take a moment to make sure a
bicyclist isn’t in your desired path. View the “SHARE THE ROAD” Bike Lane flyer online.
CDOT: www.codot.gov/projects/us-24-buena-vista-enhancement-project/bikelanes-how-to-use-them/view
Town of Buena Vista: buenavistaco.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=369
What’s different about the intersection at US 24 and Main Street? The project revamped
Buena Vista’s main intersection by erecting new light poles and upgrading the traffic signals.
The new signals improve the functionality of the intersection for emergency services, allowing
them to control the light signals and move through the intersection in a safe and efficient
fashion.
Green turn lanes, specifically designed for bicyclists, have also been installed at this
intersection at Main Street and US 24. Motorists must be courteous when bicyclists are using
the lanes to make a left turn maneuver onto US 24. Both motorists and bicyclists should
exercise caution when traveling through the intersection, as pedestrians may also be present.
What do I do at the pedestrian crosswalks? Pedestrians also benefit, as evidenced by the
four new crosswalks at various locations throughout the town. New five-foot sidewalks also
replace some of the original walkways, including some of the narrow dirt trails that previously
existed along the highway.
An especially notable improvement to US 24 is the installation of four new pedestrian
crosswalks. When pedestrians want to cross the roadway, they’ll press a button at any of the
designated crossings to activate the flashing beacons. The public is reminded that, by state
law, motor vehicles are required to always yield to pedestrians, regardless of whether the
yellow beacons are flashing or not. For safety, the pedestrian always has the right-of–way.
Pedestrians are encouraged to cross in a safe yet efficient manner.

Pedestrians also need to exercise caution when using the crosswalks. After pressing the
crossing button, pedestrians are advised to wait a few moments to make sure motorists are
stopped or are preparing to stop. In these situations, eye contact between drivers and
pedestrians is very important! Pedestrians are also advised to cross the highway only at the
designated crossing points for the safety of all parties.
For additional background information about the Buena Vista Enhancement Project, photos and the
flyer explaining the new bike lanes visit:
CDOT: www.codot.gov/projects/us-24-buena-vista-enhancement-project
Town of Buena Vista: buenavistaco.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=369
*RAMP: Responsible Acceleration of Maintenance and Partnerships was a short-term funding
program whereby CDOT funded multi-year projects based on year of expenditure, rather than saving
for the full amount of a project before construction began. Partnership project funding was applied
for and matched by local agencies to accelerate priority projects in the agencies’ local areas. RAMP
projects saw funding from 2015 through 2017. See details about the RAMP program
http://www.coloradodot.info/programs/RAMP.
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