Buena Vista Water Advisory Board
Minutes of March 16, 2016
Public Works Office Meeting Room
755 Gregg Dr.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hamilton at 6:33 p.m.

Attendance and Introductions
In attendance were Harley Hamilton, Roy Gertson, Reed Dils, David Kelly, Paul Moltz,
Jerry Steinauer, Keith Baker, Greg Maggard, and Brandy Reitter.

Agenda Adoption
Chairman Hamilton accepted the agenda as presented.

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Hamilton called for a motion to approve the minutes for the February 17th

meeting as presented.

Motion #1 by Kelly, second by Moltz to approve the February 17, 2016 minutes as
presented. Motion carried.

Public Comment
Chairman Hamilton called for public comments. There were none.

Business Items

A. Greg Felt — Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy Dist. — Introduction and Discussion
Greg Felt, from the Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District (UAWCD), attended
the meeting. Felt said he was interested in learning about the Water Advisory Board,
seeing how things were going with the Town, and finding out if there were ways the
District could help out. Felt talked about the UAWCD’s efforts to acquire Paul
Moltz’s property east of the Arkansas River and south of 285. He said they have
been looking into getting financing to acquire the property and make improvements,
such as enlarging the reservoir and building an outlet to the river for exchanges. Felt
outlined the UAWCD’s vision for a multi-use project for the property. He said the
primary reason for wanting the property is for water storage for the District, including
storage for the Town of Buena Vista. Felt said there are three components to storage
that they are considering. The first component would be expansion of the existing
reservoir. He said there could be a total of approximately 1,200 acre-feet of water in
the reservoir, with improvements. The second component would involve lining
future gravel pits to use for water storage if Moltz decides to expand his operation
into that area. He said that would be in the distant future, but it could possibly
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provide a significant amount of storage. The third component would be underground
aquifer storage. He said the alluvial plain east of the river could provide
approximately 10,000 acre-feet of underground water storage. Water could be
pumped in, then as water returns to the Arkansas, the District would get credit for the
return flows. Those credits could be used for exchanges. Felt said their plan is to
maintain the current agriculture in the area for now. The District could interrupt
water use on some of the fields to use elsewhere if necessary. In addition to water
storage, Felt said the project could also include conservation easements, working with
Parks and Wildlife to create east shore fishing access on the river, a State Park area, a
disabled access fishing trail, and the possibility of a small-scale hydropower project.
According to Felt, financing the project could involve grants, working with the
Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB), conservation easements, a mill levy or
bond, and possible funding through the State. Felt said they envision a broad-minded
project for the property, with lots of partners. He said it may not be financially self-
sustaining for many years.

B. St. Charles Mesa
The revised agreement for St. Charles Mesa was sent out to Water Advisory Board
members for review before the meeting. Reitter said the Town is working on an
agreement with St. Charles Mesa to allow the Town to use its water on Cottonwood
Creek during times of extreme drought by exchanging water from other sources.
Reitter said St. Charles Mesa has not seen the proposed agreement yet, but it is based
on a conversation the Town had with St. Charles Mesa last year. Reitter said the
agreement will go to St. Charles Mesa, then back to the Water Advisory Board, then
to the Board of Trustees with a recommendation from the Water Advisory Board.
Gertson suggested changing snowpack criteria to “Upper Arkansas River basin
snowpack”, instead of “Arkansas River basin snowpack” on page 2. Gertson also
suggested changing “mouth of Cottonwood” in paragraph 3 on the first page to
“confluence of Cottonwood Creek and the Arkansas River.” Reitter said the Town
did not buy Pueblo water this year because it was not needed, but it might be a good
idea to have water in Pueblo to give to St. Charles Mesa if needed.

C. Well #3 Update
Maggard said the change order to move the building has been approved. It should be
finished by the middle of April and should be hooked up for South Main irrigation by
the 1% week in May. The Town will augment the well with Fry-Ark water. Maggard
said the meeting he had scheduled with a professor from CSU about the fire pit fell
through. He said he does have some names of people at other schools to contact who
may be interested in studying it. Dils suggested contacting Crow Canyon.

D. April UAWCD Board Meeting — SWPP Presentation
There will be an Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District meeting on April 14™ at
1:00 pm. They have asked the Town to come to the meeting to clarify parts of the
Source Water Protection Plan, and explain how the plan might impact the District.
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Reitter said they will do a Power Point presentation for the meeting, and Maggard
said Water Advisory Board members are welcome to attend to help present the plan.

E. Other Water Issues
There were no other issues discussed.

Staff/Counsel Reports
A. Town Administrator — Brandy Reitter
Reitter did not have anything additional to report.

B. Public Works Director — Greg Maggard
Maggard said they will be doing the tank cleaning in April.

Dils asked when the Town would be getting a new water storage tank. Reitter said
she will have a meeting in April to talk about financing. She said it has been
engineered, but the plans may need some updating, and the Town should be able to
take bids for a new storage tank toward the end of the year. She said the Town will
be consolidating a current loan and will restructure it when it ends in 2018. The new
loan will be for a little over $1 million, which is about the same amount as the
previous loan, so payments won’t change. Maggard said the loan will also be used to
cover a few other infrastructure projects.

C. Water Counsel — Cynthia Covell
Cynthia Covell was not present. No report given.

Board/Staff Interaction
The next Water Advisory Board meeting will be held on April 20, 2016.

Adjournment
Seeing that there was no further business, Chairman Hamilton called for a motion to

adjourn.

Motion #2 by Steinauer, second by Gertson to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Lisa’Brooker
Administrative Assistant
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