Buena Vista Water Advisory Board
Minutes of February 17, 2016
Public Works Office Meeting Room
755 Gregg Dr.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hamilton at 6:35 p.m.

Attendance and Introductions
In attendance were Harley Hamilton, David Kelly, Paul Moltz, Andrew Rice, Keith

Baker, Greg Maggard, and Brandy Reitter.

Agenda Adoption
Chairman Hamilton accepted the agenda as presented.

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Hamilton called for a motion to approve the minutes for the January 20"
meeting as presented.

Motion #1 by Rice, second by Kelly to approve the January 20, 2016 minutes as
presented. Motion carried.

Public Comment
Chairman Hamilton called for public comments. There were none.

Business Items

A. St. Charles Mesa Meeting
Water Advisory Board members received a copy of the draft agreement with St.
Charles Mesa via email prior to the meeting. Reitter said she and Maggard have
decided to try to work out an agreement with St. Charles Mesa to protect the Town in
case of extreme drought. Upper Ark is also working on an agreement with them. She
said she met with Dave Simpson from St. Charles Mesa, St. Charles Mesa’s attorney,
Water Engineer Trish Flood, and Attorney Cynthia Covell. St. Charles Mesa owns
1.2 cfs on Cottonwood, and they have a more senior priority than the Town, because
the Town subordinated their water rights on Cottonwood Creek to St. Charles Mesa in
the 1980°s (Case # 83CW88). Reitter said there must be at least 2.6 cfs in the creek,
or the Town must curtail water usage from the creek. The agreement would allow the
Town to provide water to St. Charles Mesa from other sources if the 2.6 cfs
requirement is not being met, so the Town could continue to take its water from the
creek. St. Charles Mesa wants to make sure their water rights are protected. There
will be certain trigger conditions in place that would cause the agreement to go into
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effect. She said, ideally, the Town could provide water to St. Charles Mesa in
Pueblo to satisfy the requirements of the agreement.

Reitter first explained the snowpack trigger condition. She said if the snowpack is
less than seventy percent of average, according to Snow Telemetry (SNOTEL)
Arkansas River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary, snowpack trigger conditions
could potentially kick in. The other trigger condition is the drought index trigger.
She said Cynthia Covell is working on the language in section B-2. Reitter said she
wants the language about water restrictions to be more clearly defined. She stated
that the Town would curtail its irrigation if any of these conditions existed and could
work with property owners to implement voluntary restrictions. The Town would be
responsible for the administration and accounting of water.

Kelly clarified that the dates for water rights for the Town and for St. Charles Mesa
are the same. However, the Town agreed to subordinate its water rights to St. Charles
Mesa in a court case. He said Cottonwood Irrigating Ditch has rights on the Creek
dating back to 1866 and 1872. According to Kelly, there is almost always enough
water in the Creek for everyone, and Cottonwood Irrigating would probably still get
their water, even in a drought situation. He said the only problem might be in early
spring or when the Trout Creek Ditch takes in water. Kelly said he doesn’t see
anything bad in the agreement. Reitter said St. Charles Mesa doesn’t want it to
appear as if they are abandoning any of their water rights with this agreement.
Chairman Hamilton asked about the meeting with St. Charles Mesa. Reitter said it
was a brain storming session. Cindy Covell took the ideas from the meeting and
wrote up the agreement. Reitter said her goal is to send the agreement to St. Charles
Mesa next month. She will send out the updated agreement from Covell to the Water
Board to review, then she will take the final draft to the Board of Trustees with a
recommendation from the Water Board before sending it on to St. Charles Mesa.

B. Source Water Protection Plan
Maggard said the Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) went to the last Board of
Trustees meeting for public comment. He said he will clean up a few typos and
formatting issues then send it out to the agencies listed in the document for
comments. After that, it will come back to the Water Board for a final look, then go
back to the Board of Trustees for approval. Maggard said he is also working on
MOU paperwork for the agencies involved and will get that sent out, too. Maggard
said he and Reitter talked about possibly getting an intern to help with implementing
some of the BMP’s listed in the plan. There is also a $5,000 grant from the State
which the Town could use to help in implementing plan. He said many of the BMP’s
listed in the plan involve coordination between agencies. Reitter and Maggard
thanked Chairman Hamilton for attending the Board of Trustees meeting.

C. Other Water Issues
Maggard said they are actively working on leak detection and accounting for water
loss within the system. He said there is approximately 25% water loss within the
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system, overall. Maggard said he has a couple of theories, and thinks he can account
for approximately 6% - 8% of that water loss. Kelly suggested documenting that the
Town is looking for water loss for the agreement with St. Charles Mesa.

Maggard said they fixed a valve to isolate Ivy League water use. He said, internally,
Ivy League has about a 45% water loss. He said the Town will not take over that area
with bad infrastructure in place.

Reitter said she talked to Cindy Covell and Trish Flood and was told that Town Lake
is not compliant. The Town is in the process of pursuing a Substitute Water Supply
Plan (SWSP), with the idea of getting a water right for the lake. Right now, Reitter
said the Town does not get credit for draining the lake. Kelly said when the Town
has a right to fill the Town Lake, it will get credit for the water when it is released
into the river, minus the evaporation. Kelly said the Town needs to choose a good
time to fill lake. The best thing would be to start filling it slowly before irrigation,
and the Town needs to let people know when they are filling Town Lake. He said
they also need to be aware of when they drain it. Maggard asked about filling the
lake this year if there is high water again. Kelly said they could fill it for Paddle Fest,
then drain enough water out to leave room for run-off.

Staff/Counsel Reports

A. Town Administrator — Brandy Reitter
Reitter said the Town is looking at ideas for getting more water. She is talking to the
Board about it in Executive Session right now but said the Water Board will be part
of any conversation about the acquiring of water rights when the time is right.

B. Public Works Director — Greg Maggard
Chairman Hamilton asked about Well #3. Maggard said they are waiting for a
change order from the contractor to move the well house. He said the Board asked
him to move forward on finding out more about options for preserving the fire pit.
He said he contacted several colleges but did not get any responses. However, there
is a Professor from Western State that may be interested in having his students study
the fire pit. He said it will take a couple weeks to move the well house, then the
Water Department will hook the plumbing into the East Main irrigation system for

spring.

Maggard said the Town is going to be a $500 sponsor for the water forum at the end
of April. He said the sponsorship includes a spot in the exhibit hall. It was agreed
not to do a booth at the forum, but the Town will be recognized for being a sponsor.

C. Water Counsel — Cynthia Covell
Cynthia Covell was not present. No report given.
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Board/Staff Interaction

The next Water Advisory Board meeting will be held on March 16, 2016.

Adjournment
Seeing that there was no further business, Chairman Hamilton called for a motion to

adjourn.

Motion #2 by Moltz, second by Rice to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:41p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Brooker
Administrative Assistant

Zerl,, Homtbs 2628

Water Chﬁi‘l’mén Date
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